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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, SAMUEL J. SIMMOXS, a
eltlzen of the United States, residing at Bos—

ton, in the county of Suﬂ?oll; State of Massa-
chusetts,have 1nvented acer tmn new and use-
ful Improvement in Piano-I{ey Cleaners, of

which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the aceompanying

drawings.

The keys of planos lequue to be cleaned
from time to time to free them from dust and
the like, as also to prevent them from becoms-
ing discolored and tarnished.

My invention has for its object to provide
a device or instrument by means of which
plano-keys may be qumkly and conveniently
cleaned.

The invention is fully set forth in the fol-
lowing description, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and the novel fea-
tures thereof are pomtul out and clearly de-
fined in the claims at the close of this specifi-

cation.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-

tion of a device embodying my invention.

I'ig. 2 1s a section thereof on line 2 2, Fig. 1.
Having reference to the drawings, 2 is a

back, preferably of metal, but which may be

of any suitable material, which is provided
with a handle 3, by meanb of which the de-
vice may be ﬁxmlygm%ped When con-
structed of metal, the back is provided with
projeciing edges fL which are turned down

and securely elamped upon the body portion
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5, Ifor the purpose of firmly securing the
backand body portion together,in addition to
the clamping edges 4, I prefer to secure the
top of the nortion 5 to the back 2 by means of
an adhesive, as glue or the like. The said
portion 5 is preferably formed from a piece

of felt, although any equivalent resilient or

ylelding material may be employ ed. Thepre-
cise dimensions of the part 5 may be varied as
desired. I prefer, however, to make this part

of sufficient length to etteud over the keys ot
one octave. The face of the part 5 is pro-

vided with recesses or grooves 6, one of said
recesses being plowded for each of the black
keys in an octave and being so disposed as to
fit upon these keys and of such a depth as to
permit the projecting portions 7 between the
sald grooves to bear upon the white keys
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which are adjacent the black ones.

By mak-
Ing the recesses or grooves 6 and the inter-
mediate portions 7 of proper size they will
bear upon the entire surface of the keys of
an octave when the cleaner 1s applied to the
keys and if passed back and forth on the
keys will serve to wholly remove dust or the
like therefrom. DBy dipping the part5inany
cleansing fluid the fluid may be applied to the

surface of the keys accurately, quickly, and

conveniently.

It will be seen that the walls of the grooves
0 have a cleaning contact with the topq and
sides of the black keys so that by a single
manipulation of thedevice all the surfaces of
the keys, both black and white, are ¢leaned.
I preferably extend the rigid back 2 the en-
tire length of the eleaning-pad 5 in order that

| equal pressure may be exerted on the said

cleaning-pad throughout its length and good
cleaning contact with all of the keys over
which the pad travels insured.

T'o prevent the handle portion from com-
ing in contact with the woodwork or other
par'ts of the piano and marring the same, I
prefer to cut away the part 5 at the top, as
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shown at 8, so that the clamping edges 4 will

not pwJect beyond the sides of the smd part
5 and will therefore be prevented from com-

ingin contact with the woodwork of the piano;

but I do not consider this feature as essentla,l

| to my invention.

Ido not desire tolimit myself to the use of a
handle of any specific construction or mate-
rial or to any precise method of securing the
same to the body portion or part 5, since, as
will be obvious, the handle may be varied in

shape and size and in the method of secur-

ing it in place or may he altogether omitted.
What I claim i 18—

1. A device for cleaning piano- keys con-

sisting of a piece of yleldmﬂ' material ha,vmn'
a plurality of recesses in its face to fit upon

and have cleaning contact with the tops and
sides of a corresponding number of black
keys, said yilelding material being provided
with a back of more rigid m%terml ew{tendu-
ing lengthwise thereof.

2. In a device for cleamng plano- kevs, the
combination with the body portion 5 having
alternate grooves and projections to fit the
black and white keys of a piano, of a back 2,
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having flanges 4 which engage the said por-
tion 5 to secure the back 2 and body portion
5 together, substantially as described.

3. In a device for ¢leaning piano-keys, the
5 combination with the body portion 5, having
alternate grooves and projections to fit the
black and white keys and having cleaning
contact with the tops and sides thereof, of a
back secured to the top of said body portion

10 1nside the edges of said top, wherebythe back .

1s prevented from being accidentally brought
into contact with the piano-case and mar-
ring orinjuring the same, substantially as de-
scribed. ._ |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 15
In presence of two witnesses.
| SAMUEL J. SIMMONS.
Witnesses: -
WM. A. MACLEOD,
ALICE II. MORRISON.
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