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10 all whom it muay concern:
Be 1t known that I, Lro LEROY HENRY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Low-

den, in the county of Cedar and State of Towa,

bave invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Attachments for Fastening
Mail-Pouches to Railway Mail Catchers or
Cranes; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable others

skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. |

This invention relates to an improved
holder designed to be secured at a suitable
point upon an ordinary mail-pouch crane or
support. |

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a device which will be eapable of

readyattachment whereverdesired and which

while permitting aslight swinging movement

~ of the pouch suspended therefrom will not
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permit an excessive lateral movement thereof.
The novel details and the arrangement and
construction of the several parts of the device
will be apparent from the detailed desecrip-
tion hereinafter and the appended claims,
when taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, forming part thereof,
wherein an embodiment of the invention is
1llustrated. | |
In the drawings like reference characters
willreferto corresponding partsin both views.
Figure 1 is a plan view of the holder, and
¥ig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. -
Referring more specifically to the draw-
ings, A designates a bracket or attaching
member, formed of any suitable material,
preferably of strap-iron, the same being pro-
vided with suitable apertures ¢, through
which bolts or secrews may be passed to secure
the same to the crane or support. The outer
end of the member A is designed to project
slightly beyond the support to which it is at-
tached, and passing through a suitable aper-
ture in the center thereof isthe pivot-bolt B,
provided with an enlarged head b and se-
cured in position througlh the medium of a

cotter-pin 0', passing through a suitable open-

ing in the lower end or stem thereof.

Loosely supported by the pivot-bolt is a 5o

holding member C, comprising oppositely-
disposed spring-arms ¢ ¢/, united by the loop
or bend c¢*, passing around the pivot-pin, and
bent at their extreme ends to approach each
other or abut, as at ¢®. These arms being of
a resilient material, they may be readily
sprung apart for the insertion of the loop at
the end of the mail - pouch and will auto-
matically close to preventthe acecidental with-
drawal of the pouch. The outer ends of the
arms are bentupwardly, asat ¢4, so that there
i1s a constant tendenecy to retain the bag at
approximatelythe central portion of the arms.
It is desirable that the supporting-arms be

permitted a slight lateral or swinging move-

ment, and this is accommodated by the same
being loosely supported upon the pivot-pin:
but to confine the arms in their movement to
prevent their swinging out of operative posi-

tion lugs or stops D are struck up from the

sides of the member A into the swinging path
of the arms. -

- I am aware that it is not broadly new to
provide constructions similar to that herein
shown and described with stops for limiting
the movement of the holder; but the peculiar
construction and arrangement are believed to

"be novel.

Minor changes may be obviously made
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention. |

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

L. A holder for mail-bags or the like, com-
prising an attaching means, a holder com-
prising oppositely-disposed spring-arms con-
nected by aloop, a pivot-bolt passing through
said loop and an aperture near the end of the

attaching means, means for preventing aceci-
dental withdrawal of the pivot- bolt, and

means for limiting the lateral movement of
the holder, substantially as deseribed.

2. A bholder for mail-bags or the like, com-
prising a flat attaching member A apertured
at one end, a vertically-disposed pivot-bolt
passing through the aperture in the attach-
Ing member; aholder mounted upon the pivot-
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bolt and alined lugs or projections formed | name to this specification in the presence of
from struck -out portions of the attaching | two subscribing witnesses.

member and extending npwardly a sufficient m o ‘

distance in the path of the swinging move- | LEO LEROY HENRY.

ment of the holder, substantially as and for Witnesses: |

the purpose described. | HENRY . PETERSEN,
In testimony whereof I have signed my | MATHIAS SPOO, Jr.
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