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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

‘WILLIAM CRAINE, OF BROOKFIELD,

NEW YORK.

 EGG-CARRYING CASE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters P&fenﬁ No. 676,354, da,ted June 11, 1901,

" Application fled November 22, 1900, Serial No. 37,392,

- (No mndei.)

To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM CRAINE, a

~ citizen of the United States ,residing at Brook-
- field, in the county of Madiqon and State of

New York, have invented a new and useful
EUg—Oalrylnw Case, of which the following is

‘a specification.

Thisinvention relates to a packing-case f01

eggs, and hasspecial reference toan improved |
case of this character designed for use as an-

egg-carrier for the convenient handling or
carrying about of eggs for sale or other pur-
poses.

To this end the invention c,ontempla,tes a
simple and practical construction of egg-car-
rying case having means for securely pack-
ing eggs within the usual holders or cells irre- |

spectwe of the quantity of eggs within the
case. In the accomplishmernt of this object
the invention provides for always holding a
tier of eggs arranged for access at the top of

- the case, while at the same time permitting

of the convenient filling or partial filling ot
the case from the bottom thereof. |

- 'Withtheseand other objectsin view,which
will more readily appear as the nature of the

- inventionis better understood, the same con-
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sists in the novel construction, combination,
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully deseribed, illustrated, and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of an egg-carrying case embodying the
improvements contemplated by the present
invention. - Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view
thereol, showmﬂ' a single cellular egg-holder

- filled Wlth eggs and held contiguous to the

- lines the manner of swinging over the top
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top of the case by the ad,]matable follower-
bottom, the view also illustrating in dotted

cover. Fig. 3 is a detail in perspectwe of
the adgustable follower-bottom and the lock-—
ing-catches carried thereby.

lee numerals of reference deswnate cor-
responding partsin the several ﬁ“‘l]l esof the
drawings. - -

In carrying out Lhe mventlon the improve-
ments are preferably associated with an egg-
holding or carrying case essentially (301151313-
ing of a rectangular box 1, open at the top
and bottom and pravxded at the top edge
thereof with an annularrabbeted cover-seat 2

which is adapted to recewe therein the ﬂush- and prefer ably within a

| seating top cover 3, which serves as a top

closule for the box.

The top cover 3 1s designed to have a per
manent connection with thb body of the box
1, while at the same time being capable of

" being thrown entirely to one side of the case

or box, so as to fully uncover the top thereof
and expose the eggs or other contents of
the same. The preferred expedient for ac-
compligshing this result consists in the em-

- ployment of a pair of swinging supporting-
links 4, which are pwota,lly conneeted re-
ﬁspectwely with the sidesof the box 1 and the

outer side of the top cover3. Thesaldlinks

‘are arranged, respectively, at diametrically
opposite sides of the box and have one end

thereof permanently pivoted, as at o9, to the

pivot brackets or plates 6, fitted to the sides

of the box-body 1 and disposed at one side of
the vertical transverse center of the box to
permit of the head 3 being swung entirely

‘over the top of the box down upon one side

thereof, as may be seen from the dotted po-
sition mdlcated in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
The ends of the suppmtmn*-lmks 4, oppo-
site their pivotal connection with the ‘brack-
ets or plates 6,are provided with angled pin-

‘tle portions 7 adapted to extend 111W31d1V

over the top edﬂ*e of the box-body and 1oosely
engage with the pivot eyes or staples 3, se-
cured in the outer sides of the box-cover, and
at this point it is to be observed that when

‘the top cover 3 is in position within the seat
therefor the supporting-links 4 extend ob-

liquely or at an inclination from their piv-
otal brackefs or plates 6 in a direction to-

‘ward the transverse center of the box, so that

the pintle portions 7 will have a pivotal con-

nection approximately at or contiguousto the

plane of the transverse center of the cover 3
in order to permit the same to be swung to
the position retferred to. When the cover 3
is closed over the open ton of the box-body1,
the same may be conveniently fastened by
any suitable fastening device located at the

| opposite side of the. center of. the box from
the links 4. A convenient and efficient form

of fastening consists of a simple fastening-

55

bo

65

70

75

30

go

93

100

hook 9, 1003@137 connected at 10 with the outer __
side_of. the cover 3 and adapted to engage
over the contiguous edge of the box-body

keeper 11 at this
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point.

cover is prefembly prewded with a finger-

notch 12, which is engaged by the finger When :
the fastemnrr-hook 9 is released, so that a

simple dra,wmfr upon the cover will provide
for swinging the same upwardly and later-
“ally from  the open top of the box.
tate this opening of the cover, the same is

To fa,c_lh-

preferably provided centw‘uous to the notch

12 with an undercut beveled edge 13."

20

The specified manner of connectmp'_the.

cover with the box-body permits the cover
after being elevated or slid out of its rab-
beted seat to be moved laterally and slid

~downward upon the outside of the box, so

that 1ts lower edge will rest in apprommately

the same plane Wlth the bottom of the box
and its body portion will rest against the side

of the box. This willbe f{)ll]ld of special ad-

vantage in egg-crates, as it is often neces-

sary to arrange many of them close together,

side by side, and under such arranﬂ'ement
the use of a hmﬂ‘ed cover would be very un-

‘desirable, as in opening one box the cover
thereof would extend across the top of an-
other box and interfere with the removal of

the construction |

the contents thereof. By

- described the lids or covers of the boxes may

be slid downward between the several boxes

grouped together in a mennel that mll be

- readily undelstood

. 35

While the case might be utlhzzed in carry-

ing different kinds of articles therem still'it

is plefera,bly designed for use as a carrier

-~ for eggs and is therefme designed to accom-

modate therein one or any number of the
usual cellular egg-holders 14, whose indi-

- vidual cells are desw‘ned to hold the eggs in
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the usual manner. I‘hese cellular eﬂ*fr-hold-
ers 14 are deswned to be held fir mly paeked

within the body of the box 1 through the me-
‘dium of an adjustable follower-bottom 15,

which is of a shape conforming to the cross—-
sectional shape of the box- bodV and is of a

;jISIZB 100861}7 I‘ecrls_,te]:lnfr therem 90 as to be
freely adjustable, so as to accommodate itself

- to the number of cellular egg -holders 14

__5::5

within the case. To provide fer helding the
adjustable follower-bottom 15 at any pomt of

adjustment within the box-body 1, the said

~ bottom is prewded at the outer S1de thereof
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‘with a pair of oppositely-arranged locking-
- catches 16, which are adapted to respectively
engage the diametrically opposite inner sides
of the box-body, and thus provide for evenly

holding the follower-bottom in position.
The pleferable construction of locking-

- catches 16isshownin the drawings, eaeh of the
said catches essentially conmstmﬂ' of an open

~ spring-wire frame bent into a creseent form

and having at its terminals the engaging
"horns 17, normallv projecting beyond the con--

tiguous edﬂ'e of the bottom 15, so as to have

an active enﬂ'aeement with the pmred keeper-

notches 18, f01 med in the inner sides of the

box-body ‘These keeper- notehes are pmred.

At a point upOn the cover 3 dlamet-"'
r 1e¢11y opposite the fastening-hook 9 the said.

676,354

in spaced relation corresponding to thespaced

relation of the terminal engaging horns 17 of

the spring-wire catches 16 and are formed in
all of the sides of the box-body, so that the
follower-bottom need not be turned to a spe-

cial position in the insertion thereof through

the open bottom of the box-body.

The terminal engaging -horns 17 of the

15

spring-wire frames 16 loosely' engage with the

holding-guides 19, pr eferably in the form of

staples or eyes fitted in the outer side of the

follower-bottom, and intermediate the horns
17 each spring-wire frame 16 has the outer

side portion 20 thereof coiled to form an eye

21, loosely engaging a suitable fastening 22,

secured in the bottom and constituting a ful-
| erum-point which permitsthe engaging horns

17 to be drawn back within the plane of the

bottom and then to spring forward again into

engagement with the keeper-notehes 18 when

brought into alinement therewith. The in-

ner side portion 23 of each spring-wire cateh

or frame 16 is provided with a grip 24, and

the grips of the separate catches or frames 16
are arranged in opposing relation, so that by

-grasping both grips at the same time between

the fingers and drawing the same toward each
other the engaging homs of both catches will

‘be drawn mwe1d wﬂshm the plane of the bot-

tom, thus permitting the follower to be freely

_lnoved within the box-body to any desired
position.

Upon releasing the inward pres-
sure upon the frames or eatehes 16 the horns
17 thereof will again spring out into any of
the notches 18 wnh whleh they ma,y be
brmwht in alinement.

l'I‘o carry out the purpose of the inv entmn
2 swinging handle-bail 25 is pivotally con-
nected w1th the top portion of the box-body,

whereby the same may be eonvemently car-

ried.

| From the fereﬂ'emw 1!: s thoueht that the
construction, operatlon, and many advan-
tages of the herein-described egg-carrying

‘case will be readilyapparent to those familiar

with the art without further description, and
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it will be understood that various changes in

the form, proportion, and minor detaﬂs of
constructlon may be resorted to without de-
parting from the pr inciple or sacrificing any
of the adventeﬂ*es of this invention.

Hevmn‘ thus descmbed the invention, Whet'

is clan_med as new, and desired to be seeured
by Letters Pa,tent 1s— -
1. A case of the class described, eompmsmﬂ'

a box-body open at the top and bottem a top

arranged to cover and uncover the open top
of the box-body, a follower-bottom adjustable

‘within the body, and box-engaging eatches
‘mounted on said bottom and operable from

115

120

125

the lower side. thereof subetantlally as de-

sceribed.

2. A case of the eless de‘serlbed comprising
a box open at top and bottom and having the

top rabbeted to receive a flush- seating cover,
afollower-bottom adjustable within the bedy

a cover adapted to be reeewed in the rab-
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beted top and having one edge undercut on a
bevel for the purpose specified, and swinging

supporting-links pivotally connected at their

opposite ends tothe boxand cover forallowing
the cover to slide downward and rest against
the oufside of the box, substantially as de-
seribed. ' -

3. A case of the class described comprising

a box open at top and bottom and having the

top rabbeted to receive a flush-seating cover,
a follower-bottom adjustable within the body,
a cover adapted to be received in the rab-

beted top and having one edge undercut on a

bevel for the purpose specified, swinging sup-

porting-links pivotally connected at their op-
posite ends to the box and cover, for allowing
the cover to slide downward and rest against

the outside of the box, a finger-hold adjacent
to the beveled edge of the cover, and a fas-
tening at the opposite edge of the cover adapt-
ed to engagethe box-body,substantially as de-

scribed. --

4. In a case of the class described, a box-

- body, a follower-bottom adjustable within

30

the box-body, and oppositely-disposed lock-

ing-catehes mounted on tho lower side of the |

adjustable follower-bottom and adapted by
their own resiliency to engage the box-body,

and also having oppositely-arranged discon- |
nected gripping portions for simultaneous en-
gagement by the fingers, substantially as de-
seribed. o . N

5. In a case of the class deseribed, a hox-

{

body, an adjustable follower-bottom adjust-
able therein,and spring-wire catchesarranged
in opposite relation upon the lower side of the
follower-bottom and adapted by their own re-
siliency to engage the box-body, and provided
with oppositely - located gripping portions
witich extend inwardly from the box-engag-
ing portions and are disposed in proximal re-
lation for simultaneous engagement by the
ﬁngers. | ) |

6. In acase of the class described, the box-

body provided at the inner sides thereof with
keeper-notches, an adjustable follower-bot-
tom working within the box-body, and oppo-
sitely-arrangedlocking-catchesmounted upon
the under side of the bottom, each of the said
catches consisting of an approximately eres-
cent-shaped spring-wire frame having a plu-

rality of integral terminal engaginghornsnor-

mally projecting beyond the contiguous edge

of the bottom and having their outer side por-
i tions connected with a fixed point of attach-

ment upon the bottom, each spring-wire frame
being further provided at its inner side por-

tion with a grip, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 60

the presence of two witnesses. o
B WILLIAM CRAINE.
- Witnesses: ' - '

EDWARD E. WHITFORD,
EMELINE B. WHITFORD.
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