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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, FREDERICK . SPRAGUE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Orange, county of Franklin, Staté of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Garments, of which the following description,
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, is a specification, like characters on the
drawings representing like parts.

This invention relates to a garment; and
the object of the invention is to provide an
article of this kind having means inside the
same to support the trousers or an undergar-
ment, the supporting means being thereby
hidden from view, so as not to detract from
the appearance of said garment, this being
Important when the article is worn as a vest
Or a8 an exposed or outside covering.

While the invention is not limited in its
application to any particular kind of gar-
ment, 1t 1s shown in connection with = vest,
and in this case it has means inside the same
to support either the trousers or the drawers,
thereby rendering the use of suspenders un-
necessary, and as the vest has a wide bear-
ing upon the shoulders the weight or pull of
the trousers upon the shoulders is distributed
uniformly over a wide area, and the same
peculiarity follows at and pon the shoulder-
blades.

I have represented the Improvement as ap-
plied to a vest, and said vest may have a plu-
rality of interior garmen t-supports. Asthese
latter are inside the vest, the material of the
latter hides or incloses these supports when
the vest is fastened or buttoned upon the
wearer. 'These supports may be of any suit-
able character, and for simplicity and cheap-
ness they may consist of a plurality of tabs
adapted to be buttoned to the garment to
be upheld. The improved garment also has
means to receive a suitable collar-button to
hold a collar in the garment.

In the drawings showing the improvement
in one simple embodiment thereof, Figure 1
is a front view of a vest closed; and Fig. 2, a
similar view of said vest open, showing it
equipped with a plurality of garment-sup-

- ports, one of which is turned up.
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A denotes a double-breasted vest having
a neck-opening 2 and the usual arm-openings
2 and 4.

'earment, is furnished with means to sustain

a second garment, and the garment-support-
Ing means are inclosed by the vest, so as to
be out of sight when the latter is buttoned oy
fastened upon the wearer, and said means
uphold the supported garment in such man-
ner as to evenly distribute the strain exerted
thereby and to be in no wise nncomfortable.
T'he means for supporting the garment is
shown as a plurality of tabs 9, secured in
some convenient manner to the vest A and
of suitable material or length, either elastic
or non-elastie, and of any desired number.
As a means for strengthening the garment
and preventing the same from tearing or rup-
turing under the stress exerted thereon when
the tabs are in operation I prefer to secure
sald tabsto astay, as 6. This is represented
In Fig. 2 as extending practically entirely
across the inside of the vest, and it may be

| of the material usually employed in cases

where extra strength is demanded—such, for
example, as heavy tape. The upper ends of
the tabs may be secured in any convenient
manner between the stay material 6 and the
material composing the vest, stitching being
a simple way of uniting the several parts.
The tabs are, for simplicity, buttoned to the
garment to be sustained, and while it is in
no wise essential they are shown as having
buttons, the same being denoted at 7 in each
case. These buttons are adapted to enter
properly-positioned buttonholes upon the gar-
ment to be upheld, from which it will be un-
derstood that the tabs are detachably con-
nected to such garments. The tabs, it will
be seen, are not only disposed within the vest
A, but their lower ends are above the lower
edge of the vest, so that the material of said
vest will fully hide them.

The vest will be put on in the usual man-
ner and when in place the rear tabs may be
buttoned up. Afterward the same operation
will berepeated with the front ones,and there-
after the vest itself will be buttoned.

Toinsure the proper set of the vest upon the
wearer, I provide one or more tabs or equiva-
lent means whereby the garment ean be con-
nected with a collar or other button at the
front or rear of the neck of the wearer or ab
both places. T haveshown two of these tabs,

The vest, or it may be an outer | the same being denoted by 8 and 9, respec-
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tively, and both of them are conveniently
stitched to the vest adjacent tothe neck-open-
ine 2. The tabs have buttonholes, as 8 and
and 9, adapted to receive, respectively, the
shanks of the front and rear collar-buttons
or, it may be, other buttons.

The invention is capable of modification
within the scope of the accompanying claim.

[Taving fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

A vest or like garment having a plurality of
tabs secured to theinnerside thereof at points
above the lower edge of the vest and freely
pendent therefrom, a reinforce stay-plece se-
cured to the vest and attached also to the

675,985

ixed onds of the tabs at the point of their
connection with the vest, cach tab above its
free end being provided with means whereby
it may be secured to another garment and
tabs at the front and back of the vest near

the upper edge thereotf to support collar-fas-

tenings to hold the collar 1n place with rela-

' tion to the vest when the latter is pulled by

the garment supported by it.
In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses.
FREDERICK II. SPRAGUE.
Witnesses:
WALTER DB. LAWTON,
ROBERT S. KELLERMAN.
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