No. 675,534. Patented June 4, 190
> W. A. WILKINS.

SPRING GUN.

(Afiplication filled Oct. 6, 1809.)
(Mo Model.)

rrrrrr
JJJJJJ
ol B ol

ol ol 4
IIIIII
rrrrrr
fffff

JJJJJ

y
|
N _“___..
Nt
= vl
Tt N
-3 J'Q
1% o
N
N
\“ﬁ-ﬁiil Q
EJ_J:E Q
- | - -
=" == D
===

7

o= 'F! .

SN N R

¢ X

“” ) AR
%‘7 I ; A-
X /Apl,.. : . '

- NN
> K

~
N B
W MJZ ]51}7-9 ng?m)far

-Eﬂorx)ejrs

THE KORRIS PET ERB CO, PHOTO.LITHD, WASHINGTOM, 0. C.




IO

20

25

30

35

40

45

WILLIE A. WILKINS, OF DURANGO, TEXAS.

SPRING=-GUN.

R LFLCATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 67 5,634, dated June 4, 1901,

Application filed Octoher 68,1899, Serial No. 732,831, (No model))

o all whom & may conecern:

Be it known that I, WILLIE A. WILKINS, 4
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Durango, in the county of Falls and State of
Texas, have invented an Improvement in
Catapults, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to catapults; and it
has for one object to provide a cheap and sim-
ple device of this nature wherein the project-
ile will be held in such manner as not to in-
terfere with sighting the catapult and wherein
the elastic bands from which the energy is
derived will be held in place in such manner
as will prevent their aceidental displacement
and will yef permit of ready removal when
desired. |

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide means for preventing striking of the
hand of the operator when the weapon is dis-
charged, and also to provide a simple and ef-
ficient lock mechanism.

Additional objects and advantagces of the

invention will be evident from the following

deseription.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar partsin the several
views, I'igure 1 is a side elevation showing
the catapult, a portion of the stock being
broken away to show the lock mechanism.
I'ig. 2 1s a section on line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Iig.
3 18 a section on line 3 3 of Fig. 1.

Referring now to the drawings, the present
catapult consists of a barrel portion 5 and a
stock portion 6. Secured over the forward
end of the barrel 5 and set flush with the up-
persurface thereof isa yoke-shaped plate, in-
cluding a web portion 8, which lies trans-
versely of the upper face of the barrel at its
forward end, and depending arms 9 and 10,
which extend below the lower surface of the
barrel, and in which depending arms are
formed alining slots 11 and 12, which are
formed in a direction transverse of the barrel
and towhicharmstheelastics 13 and 14 are at-
tached. The elastics are connected with the

arms by doubling theends thereof and passing
the bights outwardly through the slots 11 and
12, pins 13" and 14 being engaged with the |
bights, after which the elastics are drawn in-
wardly to cause the pins to lie closely against

the outer faces of the arms and clamp the
elastics against displacement from the pins,
the bands being drawn rearwardly around
the corners of the arms at the rear sides of
the slots to set up sufficient friction to pre-
vent that strain upon the bands as would
draw them from the pins. At the rear ends
of the bands is connected a bag 15 by means
of cords 16 and 17, which bag is adapted to
receive the projectile. |

To hold the bag retracted with the elasties
under tension and to release the bag at the
proper time, a lock mechanism is provided.
T'his lock mechanism consists of a keeper or
lateh 18, which is pivoted in a slot formed
vertically through the stock of the catapult
and the lower end of which projects through
the bottom of the stock, this projecting por-
tion being bifurcated to form prongs 19 and
20, which lie in a plane transverse to the stock
and are adapted to hold the bag 15 retracted
and without engaging the projectile held by
the bag, said projectile lying between the
prongs, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings.

T'o hold the keeper 18 with its lower end
projected into position for engagement with
the bag, a sear 21 is provided, this sear being
pivoted in’ the upper portion of the slot of
the stoek in such position that its forward
end may be depressed to lie behind the up-

per end of the keeper, the sear being held

yieldably in this position by means of a hel-
1cal spring 22, which is disposed between its
rear end and the bottom of the slot in which
1t is placed. It will be noted that the slot of
the stock that contains the lock mechanism
1s continued through the stock at its forward
and rear portions, while its intermediate por-
tion extends only part way through thestock,
and it 18 against the bottom of this interme-
diate portion that the helical spring is dis-
posed.

Therearend of the searis reduced in height,
and engaged therewith is a trigger 24, which
is pivoted in the rear portion of the slot, the
lower end of the trigger being extended
through the slot to project from the bottom
thereof, so that it may be grasped to be op-
erated to move the sear. The upper end of
the trigger has a laterally-extending notch
20, in which the rear end of the sear iz en-

- gaged, and when the trigeer is rocked with
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its upper end forwardly on its pivot the trig- |

ger acts to depress the rear end of the sear
and raise the front end thereof from behind
the keeper, when the tension of the elastics
moves the keeper pivotally to the position
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1 and the bag
is released. When the bag 1s again drawn
rearwardly, the keeper is moved with its
lower end rearwardly, and when 1ts upper
end has engaged the sear it moves the latter
upwardly until it has passed beyond its for-
ward end, when the sear snaps down behind
the keeper and holds it in its operative posi-
tion. | |

In order that the bag and the missile car-
ried thereby may not strike the hand of the
operator, a combined hand rest and guard is
provided. This consistsof two plates 25 and
99, which are secured to the side faces of the
barrel 5 just in advance of the stock and be-
tween which the elastics lie when the bag 1s
retracted. A bottom piece 30 1s hinged to
one of these plates and extends transversely
of the barrel to rest against the lower edge
of the opposite plate, so that the elastics are
encireled, and the -bag when released passes
through the inclosure of the plates, the hand
being thus protected from being struck.

It will be understood that in practice va-
rious modifications of the specific construc-
tion shown may be made and that any suit-
able materials and proportions may be used
for the various parts without departing from
the spirit of the invention. |
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What is claimed is—
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1. A catapult comprising a stock and bar-

rel, an elastic sling connected with and lo-
cated wholly below the barrel, a lock mech-
anism for holding the sling nnder tension and
for releasingit, and a guard including spaced
side pieces and a bottom piece adapted for
movement into and out of position to bridge
the interspace between the side pieces, said
aguard being disposed to encirele the sling and
expose the sling at both sides of the guard
when the sling is under tension.

2. A catapultcomprising a barrel and stock,
arms depending from the forward portion of
the barrel and having slots alining trans-
versely of the barrel, a sling comprising elas-
ticshaving bightsattheirends passed through
the slots, pins engaged with the bights be-
vond the plates, and a lock mechanism for
holding the sling under tension and for re-
leasing it. |

3. A catapultcomprisinga barrelandstoek,
the latter having a vertical slot, a keeper piv-
oted in the slot and adapted to project be-
low the stock, a spring-pressed sear disposed
for engagement behind the upper end of the

keeper, a pivoted trigger engaged with the

sear to move it to release the keeper, and an
elastic sling connected with the barrel, and
adapted for engagement with the keeper.
| W. A, WILKINS.
Witnesses:
J. W. WIBLE,
-J. W. LOoYD.
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