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To all whom it may concermn:

Beitknown that I, HUGO L. HILLER, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a residentof the
borough of Manhattan, in the city and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Lacings, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to animprovementin
lacings, one object being to provide a lacing
with tips formed by rolling each end of the
lacing into a tight convolute coil forming a
compact mass, the inner face of the rolled end
being provided with a gum to hold the rolled
end in position.

A further object is to provide alacing of the
above characterin which the rolled end which
forms the tip is temporarily held by the gum,

so that after the lacing has been laced the

ends may be unrolled to produce the ribbon
effect, for which there is alarge demand, both
for shoes and corset-lacings.

A practical embodiment of my invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
in which— |

Figure 1 represents my improved lacing
with the tips formed by rolling the ends of the
lacing into a compact mass and holding the
same in such rolled position by means of a
oum on the inner faceof theroll. Fig. 2 isa
cross-section through one of the ends of the
lacing; taken in the plane of the line 2 2 of
Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a view of one end of the

lacing in its straight or unrolled position,.

showing one face of the lacing provided with
a coating of gum.

The body of the lacing is denoted by A, and

it may be made of various lengths to suit dif-
ferent requirements. The lacing isof flat or
ribbon form and preferably braid, soas to pre-
vent the unraveling of the ends of the same
after the tips have been unrolled.

|

The ends of the lacing are provided with a
coating of gum B upon the face, which is in-
tended to be rolled into the interior of the tip,

' so0 that when each end is rolled to form the
tip a the gum will not be exposed to the ex-

terior, the exterior of the tip being composed
of the fabric which forms the lacing. These

ends are rolled into a tight convolute coil

forming a compact mass and are there held by

the gum B, so that the lacing may be readily

laced through the eyelets of a shoe or corset
or other article with which 1t is desired to use
the lacing. - Where it is desired that the tips
shall be unrolled to form a flat end to the lac-
ing after it has been laced, the gum B may
be of such a character that it will only tem-
porarily hold the ends in their rolled position.

By the use of the term *“gum ” I wish 1t to
be understood that I mean any adhesive mate-
rial—such, for instance, as glune or mucilage—
the gum being made of the required degree
of adhesiveness to produce the results here-
inabove set forth. -

What I claim is—

1. Alacing provided with a tip, the said tip
consisting of the end of the lacing rolled into
a tight convolate coil and held
inner face. }n!

2. A lacing provided with a temporary tip,
the said tip consisting of the end/of the lacing
rolled into a compact mass and/ temporarily
held by gum on its inner face, substantially
as seft forth. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 21st day of August,
1900.

HUGO L. HILLER.

Witnesses:

FREDK. HAYNES,
EDWARD VIESER.
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