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1o all whom it may concerv:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY L. GARDNER, a
citizen of the United States residing atSpring-
field, in the county of IIampden and State of
\/Iasseehusettq have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Devices for
Holding Shoes While Being Blackened or

Pehshed and I do hereby declare that the fol-

lowing 1s a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, refelenee being had to the an-
nexed drawin gs, makinga parb of this specifi-
cation, and to the lettels of referenee marked
thereon

The present invention has for its objeet to
provide a device for holding a shoe while be-
ing blackened or polished,said device adapted
to em;el the shoe to form a brace therefor
and fill out the front portion of the shoe and
firmly hold it in position while being oper-
ated upon.

The invention thelefore consists in a de-
vice constructed substantially as shown in
the drawings and hereinafter deseribed and
claimed. | ,.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of my improved devwe showing it in
position in the shoe, the 1atl:er bemcr shown
in dotted lines; Fig. 2, an under plen view of
the demce, showmg the supporting-block in
two positions in full and dotted lines; Fig. 3,
a detall view showing the inner end of the
ratchet-arm connected to the stationary
bracket.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents an arm, which is preferably provided
with a downward curve ¢, and to the ex-
tremity thereof 1s smtably pivoted a sup-
porting-block B, which block may be of any
suitable shape and size and of any desirable
construction and is adapted to enter the front
portion of the shoe, as shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings.

In pwota,lly connecting the block to the
outer end of the arm A, I prefer to form the
extremity of tire curved portion thereof with
a disk 6 and the under side of the block B
with a circular mortise ¢, in which the disk
fits, said disk being p1voted to the block, as
shown at d. - |

A recess e is formed in the under side of
the block B on a plane with and joining the

'mmtlse ¢ to receive the extremity of the

curved shank a, so that the block may move
laterally to adJust itself in the shoe.

To the arm A is pivotally connected a lever
C, which is provided at its upper end with a
pivoted pawl 7, adapted to engage the ratchet-
teeth ¢ on the arm. The lever C extends
down below the arm A and has on its end a
bearing-head D of any preferred form and
construction, which is held against the back
and interior of the counter, as indicated in
Fig. 1 of the drawings. When the lever C,
with its bearing-head D, is brought in contact
with the counter of the shoe and pressed out-
ward against the same by means of the lever
and the pawl 7, engaged with the ratchet-
teeth g, the shoe will De held firm and station-
ary while being blackened or polished.

The arms A may be permanently secured
to any object, such as the wall of a building,
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or it may be detachably connected to a suit-

able bracket in any preferred manner. I have
shown in the drawings one form of bracket,
as indicated at K, which may be secured to
any object by means of screws, nails, or other
like fastenings, said bracket having a dove-
tail recess h to receive a dovetail 2 on the in-
ner end of the arm A. The dovetail recess
of the bracket may be slightly tapering, de-
creasing in width from top to boitom, and the
devetaal upon the end of the arm 111 form to
correspond therewith, thereby preventing the
dovetail from sllppmﬂ' through the recess, or
any other means may be provided for holding
the arm to the bracket.

Any suitable lever and pawl and any suit-
able form of arm may be used, as well as any
desirable form and construction of support-
ing-blocek, which ig pivotally connected to the
arm, as I do not wish to be understood as con-
ﬁning my invention to the particular form
shown, as any changes or modification there-
in may be resorted to without affecting the
essential teatures of the invention.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I elmm as new, and desu'e to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A device for holding shoes while being
blackened or polished, eonsmtmo* of a Statlon-
ary arm and a suitable suppor tlncr-bloek piv-
oted thereto to admit of its laterel adjust-
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ment, said block being adapted to enter the | the lower end of the lever, substantially as
front of the shoe, substantially as and for the | and for the purpose set forth.
purpose set forth. In testimony that I elaim the above I have
9. A device for holding shoes while being | hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
5 blackened or polished, consisting of a station- | of two witnesses.

ary arm provided with ratchet-teeth, and a TTANT _
supporting-block at the outer end of the arm, | HENRY L. GARDNER.
a lever pivotally connected to the arm and Witnesses:
provided with a suitable pawl for engaging SIMON B. PARKER,

10 the ratchet-tecth, and a bearing-head upon | EpwIN L. WEBBER.
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