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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known thatI, ROBERT E. LOWE, a c1t1-

zen of the United States, residing at Brook- .

lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New

York, have invented certam new and useful’
Improvements in Garments; and I do hereby:
declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact deseription of the 1nve11t1on such as

will enable others skilled in the art to which !

it appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates tothelinings of ladies’
garments-—such as wrappers, house dresses,

blouse waists, children’s dresses, and - the

like—of that class in which it is customary

to make the front of the garment loose; but |

the lining is made to fit tlﬂ'htly to the wms’u
back, and bust.

ments by the retail dealers; but this method
of making all the garments with large-sized

linings 18 objectionable, not only for the rea-

sons stated, but because such linings will not
fit persons of slender waists, the garments be-

ing acceptable to the latter class of patrons
in all respects other than'the fit of the linings.

Many ladies are not averse to wearing loose-
fronted garments, such as wrappers or house-
dresses, prowded the body-lining fits closely
to the shape of their corsets or undergar-
ments; but so far asIam aware ready-made
carments with loose fronts have not been pro-
wded with linings which may be made to fit
snug to persons of different sizes or to the
same person at different periods of develop-
ment.
front garments for wear during the hot
Weather of the summer season,
give to the wearer the appearance and com-

fort of wearing corsets. without actually put- | .

ting the wearer to the inconvenience and dis-
comfort of having on corsets.

One object that I have in view is to prowde
in garments having loose fronts of the class
deserlbed an improved tight - fitting lining
which may be adjusted at the waist portio*n
thereof to fit persons having large or small

so walsts, whereby a garment of given length

and body-measure may be worn by persons
having differenf-sized waists.

In making up garments of=
this elass the manufaeturel 18 compelled to
provide so-called ‘‘tight-fitting linings” of
such width and size as to fit persons of large'|
waists in order to avoid the return of the gar-

It is also desirable to provide loose-

which will

1

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved lining in which it i8 pro-
vided with stays to give to the wearer the

comfort and suPpmt around the person to

which she may be accustomed by the pres-
ence of corsets without being subject to the

discomfort of such article, especially during

hot weather.
To the accomplishment of these ends my

| invention consists in a garment of the class

having a loose front and an adjustable tight-
fitting body-lining in which the front parts
of the lining are unconfined at their lower
edges and are each provided with a longitu-
dmal incision and with means for drawing
the same together, sald drawing means con-
sisting, prefera,blyi of a draw- string laced
through the eyelets or holes provided in the
edges of the fabric made by said incision.
My invention further consists in a lining
having stays along the marginal edges pro-
duced by making the i1ncision therein, -and
also provided Wmh stays at one or both 51des
of the incision, and the adjustable fastening
at such incision.

To enable others to understand my inven-
tion, I have illustrated the same in the ac-
companymn‘ drawings, forming a part of this
specification, and in " which—

Figure 1isa perspective view of a garment

-embodymﬂ' my invention, showing the front

thrown open toillustrate the ad} astable front
sections of the lining. FHig. 2 1s a detaill view
of one of the front parts or sections of the
lining. Figs. 3 and 4 are views in elevation
and cross-section, on the line 4 4, of another
embodiment of my invention in which the
lining is provided with stays.

Like numerals of reference denote corre-

sponding parts in all thefigures of the draw-

ings, referring to which—
1 deswna,tes.,the acarment, made of any suit-
able fabric and in any prefemed style. The

1 front of the garment is made loose, and it is

open from the neck down to a point below the
waist-line, as 18 usual in garments—such as
house dresses, wrappers, and the like; but
the open front is not necessary to my inven-
tion, which consisis in the lining, the latter

being adapted for usein all kinds of garments
having loose fronts.
Thelining usually consists of three pieces—
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the lining-section 2

the back section 2 and two front members or
sections 34. The back section 2 of the lining
is united to the back of the garment by stitch-
ing the lining thereto at the neck, around the
armholes, and at the bottom of the lining-
section to the waist of the garment. The
front sections 3 4 of the lining are united to

the garment by stitehing each section there-

to at the neck, shoulder, sleeve-hole, and un-
der the arm-seam, thus leaving the front and
bottom edges of the front lining-sections free
and unconfined.

Each front section of the lining is con-
structed in a peculiar way to make it adjust-
able in order that the lining may fit waists ot
different sizes. 'T'hisobjectisobtained in my
present invention by making a tapering in-
¢ision 5 from the lower edge of the section
upward to a point some distance below the

line of stitches below the arm or sleeve hole.

This incision 5 is about midway between the

front and rear edges of the lining-section, and
the edges 6 of the incision are reinforced by

suitable layers of fabrie or other material
united to the lining-section or by overlapping

cach edge 6 upon itself and stilehing them to-
1 provides a simple and cheap construction

gether.
In the reinforced edges 6 of each {front lin-

ing-section 1s provided the series of holes or
eyelets 7, through which is thraaded the lac-

ing or draw-string 8, that is adapted to make
or 3 fit snugly to the
waist.

In the construction illustrated by Figs. 3
and 4 of thedrawings I have shown my lining
provided with the stays which give to the per-
son the support to which the wearer is ac-
customed by having on corsets without sub-
jecting her to the presence of such an article,
which is especially desirable in hot weather
of a summerseason. 'Theliningisincised or
cut at 5, and the edges of the fabric are folded
over to lap the fabric and produce the sheaths
10 10, the fabric being stitched at 11.
sheaths 10 are fitted the pliable stays 12 12,
which are adjacent to the marginal edges of
the incised lining, and these stays are held in
place by the stitches 13. Another stay 14, of
elastic spring-steel, whalebone, or other ap-
propriate material, is fastened to the lining
by placing it against the lining and stitching
a sheath 15 to thelining to wholly inclose the
stay 14 therein. This stay 14 is arranged
about midway between the edge of the lining
and the incision 5 therein, and said stay ex-
tends upward from the lower edge of the lin-
ing to a point about the top end of the in-
cision. The draw-string holes or eyelets are
provided in the lapped edges of the incision
5 within the pliable marginal stays 10 of the
lining, and in case either of the eyelets or
holes should pull out the string will press
against the stay 10 and De prevented from
oiving away entirely.

A loose-front garment having a lining con-
structed in accordance with my invention
may be adjusted easily and quickly to fit per-

In the
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| sons with large or small waists, the length

and body measurement of the garment being
suitable to the person. The draw-strings of
the two front sections 3 4 of the lining may
be loosened to permit the lining to spread
and fit a person with a large or wide waist;
bat if the wearer has a slender waist the
cords may be drawn in, and the waist of the
lining is thereby made smaller to fit snug to
the person.

I am aware that prior to my invention 1t
has been common to manufacture ready-made
loose-front garments with a tight-fitting bust
portion and that it has been common also to
make loose - front garments with so-called
“tight-fitting linings,” which, however, were
not susceptible of adjustment at the waist
portion of theliningnor provided with stays,
so as to make the garment fit properly to per-
sons having different-sized waists and to give
the wearer the support to which the person
1s accustomed without subjecting the person
to the inconvenience of wearing corsets. My
invention overcomes the objections which
have been urged by patrons and retailers
against ready-made loose-front garments and

which may be quickly adjusted by the wearer
to cause the garment to fit properly at ditfer-
ent stages of development or according to

| growth.

The free front edges of the lining-sections
3 4 may be connected together by hooks and
eyes or other equivalent fastenings.

The draw-string is not essential, as other
forms of adjustable fastenings may be used

| to draw the incised edges of the lining to-

gether.

ITaving thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Asanewarticle of manufacture; a loose-
front wrapper or analogous garinent having a
tight-fitting lining, the front sections 3, 4, of
sald lining being united to the garment to
leave their lower and vertical edges free or
unconfined; each lining-section provided at a
point between its attached and frec edges with
an upwardly-extending incision, the stays at
the edges of said incision, and the cords laced
through eyelets within said stays, whereby
the frontlining-sections may be expanded or
contracted to cause the lining to fit persons
of different sizes, as set forth.

2. As anew article of manufacture, a loose-
front wrapper or analogous garment-havinga
tight-fitting lining the front sections 3, 4, of
which are attached to the garment to leave
their lower and front edges free or uncon-
fined; each lining-section provided at points
between its attached and free edges with an
incision and a take-up adjustment for such
incision, and also provided between said in-
cision and its free edge with a stay, as 14, for
Ehe ]purposes described, substantially as set

orth.

3. Asanew article of manufacture, a loose-

70

75

30

Q0

100

105

11O

115

120

125

I30




S5

IO

- 20

25

30

675,888 3

tight-fitting lining at the back, the front sec-
tions 3,4 connected to the garment at the neck,
shoulder, sleeve-hole and under-arm seam,
(see Fig. 1,) and having its lower and outer
vertical edges free, and means for expanding
and contracting the lower edges of said front
sections, as and for the purpose specified.

4. A new article consisting of a loose-front
garment having a front lining-section pro- |
vided with means forexpanding and contract-
Ing between the point of its attachment to the
garment and its free front edge, substantially
as and for the purposes described.

5. A new article consisting of a loose-front
garment having front lining-sections or mem-
bers 3, 4, each of which is provided, at a line
between its attachment to the garment and
1ts free edge, with means for expanding and
contracting the same, substantiallyasand for
the purposes described.

6. Asanew article of manufactuare, aloose-
front garment having the front sections pro-
vided with longitudinal incisions extending
upwardly from the lower edges and provided
with means for securing expansion and con-
traction of the lining at the waist portion
thereof, substantially asand for the purposes
described. |

7. Asanew article of manufacture, a loose-
front garment having a’tight-fitting lining, |

front wrapper or analogoiisgarment having a | the front sections 3,4, of said lining being

united to the garment at the neck, shoulder,
and sleeve seams, leaving the front and lower
edges. thereof free or unconfined, each front
lining - section provided with upwardly - ex-
tending incisions the edges of which have
eyelets or holes, and alacing-cord, as and for
the purposes described.

8. As anew article of manufacture, aloose-
front garment provided with loose-front ad-
justable lining-sections having incisions, and
stays united to, and forming an integral part
of, the lining-sections, as and for the purposes
described. |
9. Asa new article of manufacture, aloose-
front garment having the front sections of its
lining provided with inecisions and with stays
along the marginal edges of said incisions,
and another stay united to each lining-sec-
tion at the free edge thereof and extending
alongside of said incision therein; as and for
the purposes described.

10. Asanew article of manufacture,a loose-
front garment provided with a close-fitting
bust-supporting lining.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. o

ROBERT E. LOWE.

Witnesses:

M. A. FITZGERALD,
A. A. LOWE.
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