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To all whonv 1t may concern:

Beit knownthatI, JAMES THOS. IIOLLAND,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Stanton Depot, in the county of Ha,yu; ood and
State of Tennessee, have invented a new and
useful Back-Band Luclde of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Thls invention relates to back-band-loop
supports for harness, and has for its object to
provide a means for securely connecting the
back-band loop to the back-band in a posi-
tion not only to render its operation easy and
effective, but also to prevent the presence of
the loop or its means of attachment from af-
fecting the horse, and also to so eonstruet the

atmchment as to avoid undue wear upon the
part of the back-band to which it is attached.

The invention further consists in certain
novel features and details of construction, as
hereinafter described and shown, and spe-
cifically pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view
of the device complete Fig. 2 1s a disasso-

clated per speetn e view of the two supporting-

plates. Fig.. 3 is a sectional view on the line
x « of Fig. 1

This lnventlou 1s intended to be applied to
the depending ends of the back-bands of har-
ness, more particularly to heavy draft or farm
harness, and in the drawings, 1 represents
a section of this back-band portion of the har-
ness. This may be of anysuitable material,
such as leather or webbing, but is pa,rtlcu-
larly applicable to back- bands formed of the
latter material, and for the purpose of illus-
tration lhave indicated the invention applied
to such material in the drawings. |

2 represents the trace-supporting loop of an
approved form, although the invention may
be applied to any required form of loop, or
any well-known or equivalent trace-support-
ing element may be used in place of the par-
tleulal form illustrated, which form was pat-
ented by me D November 14, 1899,

318 a flat metal plate abtached as by rivets

4, to the back-band 2 and for med with an up-
%et portion 5 near one end toform a support

for the upper member 6 of the loop 2, the up-
per series of rivets 4 being placed close to the
upset portion 5 on each side to afford the req-
uisite support for the loop.

The loop isthus |

’ ﬁri:n]y supported and held between the plate

3 and the band 2, while at the same time left
fl ee to swing benemh the upset 5, as a hinge.
The plate 3 ettends below the pomt of possi-

‘ble contact of the band by the depending por-

tion of the loop to serve as a means of pro-
tection to the band from the friction of the
loop. The extended platealsoserves another
important funetionin distributing the strains

over a much larger surface of the band, and

thereby reducing the tendency of the rivets
to pull through the band.
1 of the band will be folded under upon itself
or the portion of the band beneath the plate
5 and the end 8 secured to the body of the
band above the plate 3, as by rivets 9.

The end 8 will preferably be protected and
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The lower portion

strengthened, as by a binding 10, through

the two parts of which and the end 8 and Llle'

body of the band 3 the rivets 9 will be passed.
This forms a very substantial means of fas-
tening.
fectually covers the heads of the rivets 4 and
prevents them from coming in contact with
the body of the horse. Thisis an important
consideration, as the folded portion 7 of the
band 1 rests in constant contact with the body
of the horse, and any roughness of surface or
protruding metallic parts Would be very ob-
jectionable.

To furnish a stiffened backing for tha web-
bing and prevent the rivets mlllmn' out, a
supplemental plate 11 is employed, as shown
with the rivets 4 passing through both the
plates 8 and 11 and also through the webbing
between them. This forms a very strong
support for the loop and distributes the
strains over so large an area of the webbing
that nodanger exists of tearing it loose or dis-
integrating 1t when subjected to the action
of the constant motion imparted to the traces
resting 1n the loop by the action of the team
or the strains of the load drawn by them.
The employment of the two plates 3 and 11
also provides that both the rivet-heads shall
be supported by the metal instead-of one set
of rivet-heads being supported entirely by
the webbing or leather when no supplemental
plate 1s employed Thefolded-under portion
7 1s also a very important feature when the
two plates 3 and 11 are emploved. In fact,

The folded-under portion 7 thus ef-
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it is more important when the supplemental |

plate 18 employed than when only one plate
is employed, as the plate 11 presents so much

larger metallic surface to come 1n contact
wwh the body of the horse.

The back-bands may be of any shape or
material, and the loops 2 may likewise be of
any form or construection, as the invention is
not limited to any partleular form of loop or
any particular form of back- band.

In operation the trace is passed through
the loop 2 and supported thereby and exerts
a constant inward pressure against the back-
band and causes a constant friction against

the side of the horse and if not resisted would

soon wear the back-band through. Withmy
arrangement of the plates3 and 11, however,
this wearand friction are successfully resisted
and a device produced which not only firmly

supports the loop, but also prevents the |

presence of the loop becoming a source of
weakness or means of deterioration of the
harness.

675,095

What I claim is—

"In a back-band-loop SUppm 6, the combina-
tion of a back-band, a plate & havmﬂ' an up-

set portion near one end and plaeed on the
outside of the band, a trace-loop engaging
sald upset portion, a supplemental plate 11
arranged on the inner side of said band op-
posite the plate 3, rivets passing through the
back-band and enfmﬂ'mf‘f and connectmf‘f rig-

idly both plates, a. series of the rivets 'bemn"

on opposite sides of the upset portion, the
lower portion of the back-band being up-
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turned upon itself beneath the lower end of

the band and secured thereto over the sup-
plemental Dl&te above the attachment of the
latter.

To testimony that I claim bhe foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my %w‘natme in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES THOS:. HOLLAND.
1i“Vlt.masseb
K. TAYLOR, :
W. HlI. CLAXTON.
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