No. 675,088. “Patented May 28, 1901.

G. F. DE GROOT.
MAIL WAGON. -

(No Model.) (Application filed Dec. 4, 1900.)
0 douel. ' '

3 Sheets—Sheet l.

.« @n g M |

E N = ) & g %

] = > @) g

= (La] & -
= 6 R Oz - [P
(Lo L= € 2 |
szl §E: b

WITNESSES: . ' ' -~ INVENTOR
EYS T g AT ' Girrge FDe brove

ATTORNEY




No. 675,088. Patented May 28, 190i.

G. F. DE GROOT.
MAIL WAGON.

(Application filed Dec, 4, 1900.)

(No Model.) 3 Sheets—Sheet 2.

2 oS
N
2 S ¥ -
e 3 3 '
g
L | !
| s ~
~—— 3: | 2""
!
| | |
!
~
4 _
!l
--.~.__. |
|
Y J
il
|
INVENTOR

BY I
W@ Hsrare

ATTORNEY

THE NOARIS PEYERS CO., PHOTQ-LITHD., WASHINOTON, D. C.




Patented May 28, 1901,

No. 675,088

G. F. DE GROOT.

MAIL WAGON.
(Application filed Dec, 4, 1800.)

Sheet 3.

3 Shesots

- (No Model.)

2
\>

)

e

'_qﬁnﬁﬁ

FIETTTETETTITTTITTI I OIS

LY

-

e IS, R AL SILLSL T IAS LTSI IS

mnﬂ[iiﬂhﬁﬁﬁ-
a-

- s mka o mke Em my A B B SR B W

H
'
'

'

H

1

1

. .

- '
I EEEEEE—————

-

SIS .

o

AMNVNMN NN\

4

LR R B L L T B T R 17 00

f
p

e bl B R 1)

rfff:fr::::{ﬂffrrr TS

P
B SOOI .

A L CWE TN R AE M. A ml el

- -u.'-l'-..' [

e K W

1
—_— e e TR - T T R A ——— e — L S L | L S——— e

T W

[ P
L LTI g

" O i i B R sk om

- - .
"m '-u.r-fﬂl
- g
)

=
N, - — L —— e et — ———

- == " . - 5 o, - E R i - T e P - - )
il ol o i X i o E K R I...I_..I._.I...I.I._E_,.I_.I-.I__.I__.I_..l.l:l.“*“‘--I‘l.‘.‘.\“‘u‘“‘M“t‘.‘““.“.“““.\.‘.‘._I.I_.I_._I__.I_._.‘l.\.l;l\_t\_.l...l.h-.!.ll

rrlr#.r}..“ﬁr:rﬂnrr.rh'.r.rf,r::.rrr:.rg‘g::;r::rfr;rrfrfr‘r.r

LA LALAELL NN -

L.
~

|

NN QN AN

\W/a

WITNESSES

INVENTOR

e

/—"l

4

r

ATTORNEY

PHOTO-LITHO , WASHINGTON, D, C.

THE NORR|3 PETERS €O,




i10

I5

20

30

35

40

45

50 The mail-room 14 dceupies the whole rear | wagon should be provided with a lock, so that 1oc

- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE T. DE GROOT, OF MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
HALTF TO JOIN 8. W. THOMPSON, OF SAME PLACE, AND WARREN B.
ITUTCHINSON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

MAIL-WAGON.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 67 5,088, dated May 28, 1901.
Application filed December 4, 1000, Serial No, 38,707, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. DE GROOT,
of Morristown, Morris county, State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mail-Wagons, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription. |

My invention relates to improvements in
mail-wagons such as are adapted to subur-
ban or house-to-house delivery. -

The object of my invention is to produce
a wagon having a light interior which can be
driven by a motor or drawn by a horse, which
18 constructed so as to enable the mail to be

convenlently assorted and distributed, which

provides for securing registered or valuable
mail-matter, which has a separate compart-
ment in which the driver may be placed in
such a way as to prevent him from tamper-
ing with the mail and still have sufficient
freedom, and which is in general adapted to
promote the safe and speedy collection or dis-
tribution of mail-matter.

To these ends my invention consists of cer-
tain features of construction and combina-
tions of parts, which will be hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion, in which similar figures of reference
designate similar parts throughout the sev-
eral views. | |

Figure 11is a side elevation of myimproved
inail-wagon. Iig.2isa frontend view. Fig.
3 18 a sectional plan, and Fig. 4 is a longi-
tudinal vertical section. |

The wagon 10 may be of any usual style or
design and may have the customary or any
suitable running-gear. Myinvention relates
more particularly to the top portion, which
must be of the close or box type, and at the
rear end of the body is a platform 11 for the
convenience of the carrier, this platform hav-
ing vertical hand-rails 12 at the sides.

Just above the platform 11 are doors 13, to
close the rear end of the wagon body or box,
and these should be largely of glass, so that
they will not darken the interior or mail room
of the body or box.

dent the driver can break out,

| and middle portions of the wagon-box, and

may, if necessary, extend forward at the side
of the driver’s compartment, as presently ex-
plained.

In the front portion and preferably at the
right-hand corner of the box are partitions
156 and 16 and a door 17, which form the driv-
er’s compartment 18. This compartment is
reached from the outside by means of a door
19, which has a suitable lock and also a han-
dle 20. The compartment has also a hinged
seat 21, and the space 22 beneath can be util-
1zed as storage-space, or, if the vehicle is an
automobile, this space can hold the tank or
other part of the driving equipment. 'The
compartment 13 has also an inside door 17,
which on being opened swings against a ver-
tical abutment 23 and forms a transverse par-
tition. Thus when the door 17 is opened the
driver’s compartment is very much enlarged ;
but the operation does not give him access to

- the mail-room.

In practice the carrier locks the driver into
the compartment 18; but the lock or even the
door may be fragile, so that in case of aceci-
_ The object
of this arrangement is to enable the carrier to
be held alone responsible for the mail, so that
it is easy to fix the responsibility in ecase of
loss of mail-matter.

The front end of the wagon-box has ordi-
nary sliding windows 24 and 25, which should

| not, however, be large enough to permit the

driver to pass through them. In thisconnec-
tion it should be noted that the doors and
sides of the wagon-box are liberally provided
with glass, to the end that the mail-room may
be well lighted. . '

In thesides of the mail-room are pockets 26,
through which mail-matter may be dropped
from the outside, and just behind the driver’s
compartment 18 is a mail-rack made of the
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vertical partitions 27 and horizontal shelves

23, these being pitched or ineclined to prevent
the mail-matter from sliding out.
Beneath the rack are drawers 29 for the re-
ception of registered or valuable matter; but
the rack and drawers may be otherwise dis-
posed, if desired. The rear doors 13 of the
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the mail maybesecure when the carrier leaves | the wao'on -box having a mail-room, of a driv-

the wagon.

It will be noticed that the described ar-
rangement is very simple and convenient,
that the mail can be rapidly assorted and de-
livered, that the likelihood of loss is reduced
to a minimum, and that the wagon is well
adapted to the intended purpose.

Having thus described my invention, 1
c¢laim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. An improved mail-wagon comprising a
suitably-mounted body portion containing a
lighted mail-room, a driver’s compartment
forward and independent of the mail-room,
said compartment being shut off so as to pre-
vent communication between itself and the
mail-room, and a door opening from outside
the carriage to the mail-room.

2. In a mail-wagon, the combination with |

| er’s compartment forward of the 1na,11-1 oom,

and a swinging door to the driver’s compmt-
ment arranged to form when opened a trans-
verse partition between the said driver’s com-
partment and the mail-room.

3. In a mail-wagon the combination with
the wagon-box and the mail-room therein, of
the drwer s compartment forward of the mail-
room, and a door to the driver’s compartment
formmw when either closed or opened, a par-
tition between the driver’s compartment and
the mall-room.

In testimony whereof I ha,ve signed my
name hereunto in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

GEORGE F. DE GROO'L.

Witnesses: | N

~ DoUuGLASS H. FRAPWELL,
GEORGE I, BrROwN.
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