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Io all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BERNICE J. NoYES, of
Boston, ecounty of Suffolk, State of Massachu-

setts, have invented an Improvement in Fol-

lowers for Boots and Shoes, of whieh the fol-
lowing description, in connection with the aec-
companying drawings, is a specification, like
letters on the drawings representing like
parts.

In another application filed by me concur-
rently with this a follower or form for boots
and shoes i5 shown which is adapted to be
withdrawn from the boot or shoe having its
ankle or top portion closed—as, for instance,
1t may be withdrawn from a button-boot when
buttoned, or from a laced boot when laced, or
from a congress-boot with the gores un-
stretched. The follower shown in said ap-
plication consists, essentially, of a fore part
comprising a toe, instep, and ball portion
1t the fore part of the boot
or shoe and means connected thereto for
thrusting it forward and for retaining it in
proper position in the shoe, all of the circum-
ferential measurements of said fore part be-
ing reducible to the closed ankle measure-
The fore part shown is di-
vided longitudinally into two parts, with
springs interposed between them, and the
shank portion of said fore part is cut away,
materially reduecing its ball measurement. A
fore part thus constructed has all of its cir-
cumferential measurements reduecible to the
closed ankle measurement of the boot or shoe.
The fore part thus cut away at the shank
portion requires a heel-piece, which is con-
nected to 1ts rear end, to not only thrust for-
ward the fore part, but also to hold its rear
end elevated, and, farthermore, an opening
18 provided at the shank which for some
classes of work is undesirable; and this in-
vention has for its object to improve the con-
struction of the follower shown in said appli-
cation, to the end that said opening at the
shank is filled, yet all of the cireumferential
measurements of the tollower are reducible
to the closed ankle measurement of the boot
or shoe. |

In accordance with this invention the fore
part comprises the toe, instep, and ball por-
tions and a shank-piece, and said shank-piece

J—

tion, and a heel-piece is connected with said
shank-piece——as, for instance, in a loose or
pivotal manner—and the heel-piece is con-
nected and arranged to thrust forward the
shank-piece and the other member of the fore
part. - | |

IFigure 1 shows in side elevation a follower
for boots and shoesembodying thisinvention,
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and I'ig. 2 18 a plan view of the follower shown

in Hig. 1. | |
The fore part is of any suitable shape, it

| comprising a-toe, ball, and instep portion «

and a shank piece or portion b. 'The entire
fore part ¢ and b may be made of a single
piece and then divided on the line of sever-
ance 2, which is herein shown more or less

curved, or said parts ¢ and b may be made

separately. The shank-piece b is connected

with the part a¢ by a sliding connection—as,

for instance, there may be a dovetailed pro-
Jection on one of said parts which is adapted
to enter and follow along in a groove pro-
vided for it on the other part, as represented
by dotted lines, Fig,. 1. The lower end of the

groove 18 closed, which limits the movement

of the shank-piece in one direction.
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The heel-piece, by means of which the fore

part 1s held in place, is connected to the rear

end of theshank-piece b, and,as herein shown,

it consists of two arms 1 7', placed one be-

hind the otherand loosely connected together

at their inner or adjacent ends by a U-shaped
spring f*, and the opposite end of said arms,
as f, is pivotally connected to the rear end of

| the shank-piece 0, and the opposite end or rear.

extremity of the other arm, as ', bears a con-
vex plate f*, which is shaped to bearagainst
the heel end of the boot or shoe. This heel-
piece, as shown, is extensible lengthwise by
the normal separation of the arms of the U-
shapedspring /%, and when so extended serves
to thrust forward the fore part in a yielding
manner. ‘T'hearms f /' of the heel-piece may
occupy a position in alinement or they may
be angled above or below such position, and
when angled below such position, as shown
in full lines in Ifig. 1, it will be seen that the
parts are locked in place; but when it is de-
sired to unlock them the U-shaped spring 73
may be engaged by a last-hook or equivalent
device and pulled in an upward direction,

Is preferably connected by a sliding connec- | whereupon said arms £ ' will be drawn up,
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the spring /2 yielding during such operation.
The heel-piece thus constructed acts as a
togele. Idesireitto beunderstood, however,

~ that any other form or construction of heel-

B {e)
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- gores. | |
In my application previously referred to,
Serial No. 672,830, the toggle - jointed heel-
piece herein shown and deseribed is elaimed,
it comprising the arms f /', an intermediate
U-shaped spring connecting them together.
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piece mav be substituted for that hereln
shown.

This follower may be introduced into the
boot or shoe as soon as the last 1s withdrawn
and will retain the fore part of the boot or
shoe approximately in its original shape, and
while it is thus contained in the boot or shoe

the top or ankle portion of said boot or shoe
may be closed, if desired—. e., 1t may be but-

toned or laced—and said closed top or ankle

portion of said boot or shoe may then be

ironed or smoothed on an upper-shaping ma-
chine, which may be provided for the pur-

pose, and thereafter said follower may be

withdrawn from the boot or shoe without un-

butvoning or unlacing it or stretching its

675,012

claimed.

Iclaim— |

1. A follower for bootsand shoes consisting
of a fore part comprising the part ¢ including
the toe, ball and instep portions and a shank-
piece movable relatively to said part ¢ to re-
duce the instep measurement of the follower,

and a heel-piece connected to said movable

shank-piece b, substantially as described.
2. A follower for boots and shoes consisting

of a fore part comprising the partaincluding

the toe, ball and instep portions, and a shank-
piece b movable relatively to said part a, to re-
duce the circumferential measurements of
the fore part, and a spring-acting heel-piece
loosely connected to said shank-piece, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

BERNICE J. NOYES.

Witnesses: |
JENNIE L. HUTCHINSON,
ARTHUR F. RANDALL.

| Consequently said features are not herein
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