No. 674,873. Patented May 28, 190I.

H. OCKSCHIM.
% - CARPET STRETCHER.

- (Appl'ica.tinn filed Dec. 19, 1900.)

{(No Model.)

W§igasses

| FE et %

. Ockscre ¢ 772;193@1&,

| aﬂﬁ@ﬂ)zys . .

THE NORKIS PETERS CO., PHOTOLITHO., WASHINGTON. B. C.




10

20

30

35

- vention.

4.0

50 drawings.

-|F!.

R

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY OCKSCHIM, OF BASCOM, OHIO.

CARPET-STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 674,873, dated May 28, 1901,
' Application filed December 19, 1900, Serial No, 40,436, (No model.)

1o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HENRY OCKSCHIM, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bas-

com, in the county of Seneeca and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Carpet-

Stretcher, of which the following is a speecifi-

cation.
1'his invention relates to carpet-stretchers,

and has for its object to provide an im-

proved device of this character which is ar-
ranged for convenient manipulation, so as to
stretch the carpet with a step-by-step move-
ment, and also arranged to automatically lock
the device in the intervals between the for-
ward movements of the device for the purpose
of holding that portion of the carpet which
has been previously stretched. It isfurther-
more designed to have the parts of the device
detachable, so as to be packed into compact
shape when notin use and also to provide for
the convenient assembling of the parts into
thelir operative relation.

With these and other objects in view the
.bresent invention congists in the combination

and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be made
within the scope of the claims without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrifi
advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a carpet-stretcher constrocted and
arranged 1n accordance with the present in-
Fig. 21s an enlarged side elevation
thereof, parts being broken away to show the
mounrting of the operating-lever and the
means for automatically locking the device.
Fig. 3 1s a detail transverse sectional view
taken in the plane of the operating-lever.
Fig. 4 1s a detail transverse sectional view
showing one of the slidable connections for
the parts of the device. Fig. 5 is a detail

side elevation showing a rearrangement of
parts.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the

cing any of the

In carrying out the present invention there
are employed the respective terminal stretch-
ing and anchor bars 1 and 2 and the interme-
diate ratchet-bar 3, which slidably overlaps
the inner ends of the terminal bars and is de-
signed to codperate with a ratchet-lever ful-
crumed upon either of the said terminal bars,

55

whereby the strefching-bar may be moved

forwardly with a step-by-step movement.
T'he streteching-bar is preferably formed of
wood and is provided at its outer end with a

flat plate or laterally-enlarged head 4, which

has the forwardly-inclined rows of teeth or
fingers 5, designed to take into the carpet be-
ing stretched. As indicated in Figs. 3 and 4,
the opposite upper longitudinal edges of the
streteching-bar are rabbeted, and a metal face-
plate 6 is secured to the top of the bar by
means of snitable fastenings 7, the plate being
equal in width to the width of the bar, thereby
cooperating with the rabbeted portions of the
barand forming opposite longitudinal grooves
in the sides thereof. The face-plate and the
top of the bar are provided with corresponding
openings 8, so as to form a rack upon the up-
perside thereof. The rear terminal or anchor
bar is a substantial duplicate of the streteh-
ing-bar, with the exception that it is not pro-

( vided with the stretching-head for engage-

ment with the carpet.

As hereinbefore set forth, the intermediate
ratchet-bar slidably overlaps the inner ends
of the end bars, and each of its ends is pro-
vided with a substantially U-shaped slide 9,
(best shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings,) that
has the terminals of its opposite sides directed
inwardly, soas to form flanges 10. This slide
embraces the end of the ratchet-bar and has
its terminal flanges slidably inserted into the

| respective grooves of the adjacent end bar, so

as to form a slidable connection between the
two bars. Anysuitable fastening 11 may be
passed transversely through the slide and the
ratchet-bar to fixedly connect the slide to the
bar. Hach slide is located at a suitable dis-
tance inwardly from the adjacent end of the
bar, and the terminal of the latter is bifar-
cated, as at 12, for the reception of a ratehet
gravity-dog 13, mounted therein upon a trans-
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projected outwa,rdly through the bifurcation | diate bar and one of the terminal bars and a

and formed to cooperate with the openings in
the upper face of the adjacent terminal bar.
The outer free end of the dog is laterally en-
larged, so as to weight the same, and from
this weighted end depends a tooth 15, which
is beveled upon itsinner side, so as to permit
the adjacent terminal bar sliding freely out-
ward, but locks the same against inward
movement.

For operating the device there is provided
an upright lever 16, located above the inter-
mediate rack-bar and having the opposite
arms 17, that straddle the intermediate por-
tion of the bar 3 and the inner end portion of

the stretching-bar 1, to which the arms are

pivotally connected by means of a removable
pivot-bolt 18, having awinged nut 19 uponone
end thereof for the convenient removal of the
bolt and the lever. The lower end of the han-
dle portion of the lever terminates above the

intermediate bar, and between the sides there |

is pivotally mounted a gravity ratchet-dog 20,

‘which codperates with a ratchet plate or bar

21, let into the upper face of the intermedi-
ate bar, so as to prevent the dog from wearing
the bar.

In using the device to stretch a carpet the
outer end of the anchor-bar is placed against

the base-board on one wall of a room and the |

teeth of the stretching-bar are engaged with
the loose portion of the carpet, after which
the lever is forced rearwardly or in the di-
rection of the arrow shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, whereby the ratchet-dog 20 be-
comes the fulerum of the lever and the lower
end of the latter is thrown forwardly, there-
by carrying the stretching - bar forwardly,

observed that the ratchet-dog at the forward
end of the intermediate bar permits of the

strevehing-bar moving outwardly, but locks

the same against inward movement, whereby

the stretching-bar is fixedly held while the

lever is being thrown forwardly for a new
engagement with the intermediate bar.
some instances it may be desirable to have
the lever work in the opposite direction, and
to arrange for this the lever is detached, the
intermediate bar reversed, so that 1ts ratchet-
teeth extend in the opposite directions, and
the lever is mounted upon the inner end of
the anchor-bar, as shown in Kig. 5 of the
drawings, the anchor-bar being- provided

with a transverse opening 22 for the recep-
When thus ar-

tion of the fulerum-bolt 18.
ranged, the intermediate and stretching bars

are locked together and are both moved for-

wardly by the manipulation of the lever, the
rear dog of the intermediate bar codperating
with the ratchet-openings in the upper face
of the anchor-bar to prevent rearward slip-
ping of the connected bars. In either ar-
rangement of the device there is a ratchet

- 65 connection between one end of the interme- |
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relatively - fixed longitudinally - adjustable
connection between the opposite end of the
intermediate bar and the other terminal bar.

What is claimed is— |

1. In a carpet-stretcher, a pair of slidably-
overlapped bars, one of which has a pair of
opposite longitudinal edges rabbeted, and a
face-plate applied to the rabbeted side of the

70

bar and overlapping the opposite rabbeted 75

portions forming opposite grooves, a substan-
tially U-shaped slide fixedly connected to the
other member and provided with opposite 1n-
wardly-directed terminal flanges slidably re-
ceived within the respective grooves, a car-
pet-engaging device upon one of the mem-
bers, and means for moving the bars in op-
posite directions.

2. Ina carpet-stretcher, the combination of

slidably-overlapped ratchet-bars,one of which
has its upper face provided with a longitudi-
nal series of openings, and its opposite upper
edges ralbbeted, a face-plate secured to the
rabbeted side of the bar, overlapping the rab-
beted edges thereof and forming opposite
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aorooves, and also having perforations corre-

sponding to the openings in the bar, a carpet-
engaging head upon the bar, the inner end
of the other bar being bifurcated, a ratchet-
dog mounted within the bifurcation and co-
operating with the openings in the former
bar, a substantially U-shaped slide fixedly
embracing the said other bar and having op-
positeinwardly-directed terminal flanges slid-
ably fitted in the respective grooves of the
former bar, and aratchet-lever mounted upon
one of the barsand codperating with the other
bar. -

3. In a carpet-stretcher, terminal ratchet-

bars, an intermediate ratchet-bar having its
opposite ends slidably overlapping the inner
ends of the respective terminal bars, and also
constructed to be reversed, ratchet devices
carried by the opposite ends of the interme-
diate bar and codperating with the respective
terminal bars, and an operating ratchet-le-
ver, which is bifurcated to straddle the inter-
mediate bar and the inner end of one of the
terminal bars, and has a detachable fulecrum
connection with the adjacent terminal bar,the
fulerum being construcied for interchnange-

able engagement with the inner ends of the

terminal bars to accommodate the lever to
the relative reversed positions of the inter-
mediate bar.

4. Ina carpet-stretcher, the combination of
opposite terminal ratchet-bars, an intermedi-
ate bar slidably overlapping the inner ends of
the terminal bars, and provided with ratchet-
teeth, the intermediate bar being constructed
to be reversed, opposite terminal ratchet de-
vices carried by the intermediate bar and
cooperating with the respective terminal bars,
and a ratchet - operating lever codperating
with the ratchet-teeth of the intermediate
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bar, and having a detachable fulerum en- | myown I have hereto affixed my signature in
gagementwiththe adjacentterminal bar, said | the presence of two witnesses.
fulerum engagement being constructed for in- |

terchangeableapplication totheterminal bars | | | HENRY OCKSCHIM.
5 to accommodate the lever to the relatively- Witnesses: |
reversed positions of the intermediate bar. K. K. WILLIAMS,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as LOUIS SKRAUSEWSKY.
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