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To all whom it muay concerm:

Be it known that I, GERALD C. HARRING-
TON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Springfield, in the county of Clark and

State of Ohio, have invented new and useful

Improvements in Hitching Devices, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in hitching devices; and its
primary object is to provide a device which is
adapted to be secured to a hitching-strap and
which will automatically grip upon a post or
other similar object and be locked in engage-
ment therewith. .

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists in the novel construction and
combination of parts hereinafter more fully
described and claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, showing the pre-
terred form of my invention, and in which—

Figure 1 is a section through the casing,
showing the arms of the device in unlocked

- orextended position. Fig. 21is a similar view
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showing the pointed ends of the armsin locked
position. Fig. 3 is a detail view of a key em-
ployed for unlocking the wedge.

In the drawings the same reference charac-
ters indicate the same parts of the invention.

1 1s a casing of any desired shape, having
arms 2 pivoted within opposite sides thereof.
These arms are preferably bow-shaped and
the outer ends thereof are turned inward and
pointed, as shown at 3, forming hooks which
are adapted to engage with a post or similar
device. The pivots 4 of the arms are arranged
at points between the ends thereof, and the
inner ends 5 normally bear upon opposite
sides of a wedge 6, which is slidably mounted
within the casing at the center thereof. A
stem 7 extends from the end of the wedge and
through the center of the casing and is pro-
vided at its end, preferably, with an eye 8 or
any other suitable device,whereby a hitching-
strap may be secured thereto. Ratchet-teeth
J are tormed upon opposite sides of the stem
and are adapted to be engaged by heads 10 of
pawls 11, pivoted at their ends within the
casing. The heads of these pawls are held

normally in engagement with the teeth 9 by
means of coll-springs 12 or other similar de-
vices. | |

The hitching device is normally in the po- l

|

sition shown in Fig. 1. When it is desired
to lock the same in engagement with a post,
the hooks 3 are placed upon opposite sides
thereof and the eye 8 drawn outward. This
will draw the wedge 6 toward the pawls 11
and the same will -cause the hooked ends of
the arms 2 to swing inward into engagement
with the post. While the stem is being drawn
outward from the casing the heads of the
pawls will slip over the teeth 9, but backward
movement of sald stem will be prevented
thereby. It will be seen that the greater the
pull upon the wedge 6 the tighter the hooks
o will engage the post contacted thereby.
When it 18 desired to release the arms from
engagement with the post, it is merely neces-
sary to insert a key 13, substantially such as
shown in Kig. 3, into the casing, so that the
same will rest at a point between the heads
10 of the pawls, as shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 1. It will thus be seen that when the
key 1s turned the heads will be forced out of
engagement with the teeth of the stem and
the wedge will be free to drop back into nor-

‘mal position. .

In the foregoing description I have em-

bodied the preferred form of my invention;

but I do not wish to be understood as limit-
ing myself thereto, as I am aware that modi-
fications may be made therein without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages thereof, and I therefore re-
serve to myself theright to make such changes
as fairly fall within the scope.of my inven-

tion; nor do I limit myself to employing this

device for hitching only, as the same may be

-used as an ordinary grapple.-

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent, is— o

1. The combination with a casing, of arms
pivoted at points between their ends within
opposite sides of said casing, a wedge slidably
mounted between theinner ends of the arms,
a stem thereto projecting through the casing,
a pawl adapted to engage the stem and lock
thesame, and means for holding the paw!l nor-
mally in engagement with the stem. |

2. The combination with a casing; of arms
pivoted at points between their ends within
opposite sides of the casing, a wedge slidably
mounted between the inner ends of the arms,
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a toothed stem extending therefrom and | through the casing, teeth upon the stem,
through the casing, a pawl pivoted within the | pawls pivoted within the casing and engaging
casing and normally engaging one of the teeth | the teeth at opposite sides of the stem, and
of the stem and adapted to prevent inward | springs adapted to hold the pawls normally 15
5 movement thereof. in engagement with said teeth.
3. The combination with a casing; of arms In testimony whereof I affix my signature

pivoted at points between their ends within | in presence of two witnesses.
opposite sides of the casing, a wedge slidably | GERALD C. HARRINGTON,

mounted within the casing between and nor- | Witnesses:
1o mally contacting with the inner ends of the | ELiSHA B. SOUTHARD,
arms, a stem projecting from the wedge and | LoUu1is MATTHES.
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