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fo all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, PERRY S. HEABLER, a
citizen of the United States,residingat Attica,
in the county of Seneca and State of Ohio,
have invented a newand useful Coffi

in or Cas-

ket Clamp, of which the following is a speci-

fication. |

‘My invention is an improved coffin and cas-
ket clamp for hearses, funeral-cars, and the
like; and 1t consists in the peculiar construc-

tion and combination of devices hereinafter

fully set forvh and claimed.

The object of myinvention is to provide an
improved clamp which is adapted to be used

to secure either a coffin or a casketon a hearse

or funeral-car and the clamping-heads of

which are pivotally mounted and spring-
pressed, and thereby adapted to adjust them-
selves automatically to conform to the sides-of
a coffin or casket.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s

a top plan view of a casket or coffin clamp
constructed in accordance with mvinvention.
Fig. 2 1s a bottom plan view of the same.
Fig. 3 is a detall perspective view of one of
the clamping-heads. Fig. 4is a similarview
of the spring-pressed arm thereof. Fig. 5 is
a similar view of one of the traveling nuts.
Fig. 6 1s a detaill top plan view of the same.
Fig. 7 is an inverted plan view of the arm
Shown in Fig. 4. Fig. § isa detail transverse
sectional view td,ken on a pla,ne indicated by
Fig. 9 is a detall sec-
ttonal view of ‘nhe Operating-shaft.

T'he floor 1 of the hearse or funeral-car is
provided with the usaal antifriction-rollers
2 3 and is provided with transversely-dis-
posed slots 4, which are in line with each
other. The clamp-heads 5 are provided at
their centers with depending pivotal shafts
6, which operatein the slots 4, the said clamp-
heads being disposed above the floor 1 and
being either of the form here shown or of any

other suitable form and preferably provided

on their engaging inner sides with rubber or
other suitable buffers 6. Kach of the said
pivotal shafts 6 in the form of my invention
here shown has an angular portion 7 to fit
an angular opening 8 in an arm 9. A shaft
10 1s disposed transversely under the floor 1
in line with the slots 4, is mounted in suit-
able bearings 11, and is provided with re-

| vel*sély-disposed serew-threads 12 on oppo-

site sides of its central portion. To the cen-
tral portion of said shaft 10 is secured a
miter-wheel 18.
similar wheel 14 on a longitudinally-disposed
shaft 15. Said shaftis journaled in suitable

bearings, as at 16 17, and the rear end thereof

is provided with an extensible section 1§,
spiined thereon, as at 19, and said section 13
has at its rear end a crank-handle 20. When
the section 18 is moved inward on the fixed

section 15, the crank-handle is disposed un-

der the bottom of the hearse or funeral-car,
isout of sight, and is by the bottom prevented
from rotating. Said section 18 may, how-
ever, be drawn outward, as shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 2, to free the crank 20 and per-
mit the 10tat10n thereof. -

It will be understood from the foregoing

that the screw-shaft 10 may be rotated by
turning the crank-shaft 15.

On the oppositely - threaded portions of
secrew-shaft 10 are a pair of traveling nuts 21
each of which hasan arm 22. The lower ends
of the pivotal shafts 6 of clamp-heads 5 are
pivoted in sald arms 22, and the latter are
provided on their npper sides with radial en-
caging stops or shoulders 23. The arms 9
bear on the said arms 22 of the traveling nuts
and are provided on their under sides with
radial stops 24, which coact with the stops
25 to limit the movement of said arms 9, and
hence of the pivoted clamping-heads. Hach
arm 22 has on its upperside a stop 25, against
which the arm 9 bears when the clamp-head
is disposed at right angles to the screw-shaft,
and each traveling nut is provided with a
spring 26, which normally by engagement
with the arm 9 retains the latter in the posi-
tion last described. Owing to the fact that
the clamp-heads are pivotally mounted the
same when used for clamping a coffin with

converging sides are adapted to tarn on their
pivots and adjust themselves to the sides of

the coflin, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig.
1. When the clamp is used for securing a

casket with parallel sides in place, the nor-

mal parallel disposition of the clamping-heads
adapts the latter to readily engage the sides
of the casket. 1t will be understood that the

screw-shaft by means of the reverse disposi-
[ tion of the screw-threads thereon will serve

The latter is engaged by a
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when the screw-shaft is appropriately rotated

- to move the clamp-heads toward or from each

other in order to engage or release g coffin or
casket. 'To the lower end of each of the piv-
otal shafts 6 1s serewed a nut 27, which se-

cures said shaft, and hence the clamping-
- head attached thereto, pivotally on the arm

of one of the traveling nuts.

Having thus described my invention, I.

claim—

1. The combination of a screw-shaft hav-
Ing reversely- disposed threads at opposite

ends, traveling nuts on said screw - shaft,
means to rotate the latter and thereby move
said traveling nuts toward or from each other,

- clamp-heads pivotally connected to said trav-

20

eling nuts,rock-armsconnected tosaid clamp-
heads, stops on said traveling nuts to engage
sald rock-arms, and springs to normally keep
said rock-armsinengagement with said stops,

- for the purpose set fm l;h su bsta,nblally as de-
“scribed.
2. A hearse or funeml -car having a longi- |

tudinally-disposed shaft under the ﬂoor bhere—

of provided with an extensible section hav- |
ing a crank, a screw-shaft having reversely- |

674,766

disposed threads at opposite ends, gears comn-
necting said -shafts together, traveling nuts
on said screw-shafts, clamp-heads pwotally
connected to and ca,nled by said traveling
nuts, and coacting springs and stops to nor-
mally dispose said clamp-heads in parallel

relation to each other, Substa,ntla,lly as de-

scribed.

3. The combination of a revoluble screw-
shaft having oppositely - disposed threads,
traveling nuts engaged by said screw-shaft
said nuts having the stops 25, clamp-heads
having pivotal Shafts mounbed in said trav-
eling nuts arms 9 on said shafts, and springs
car rled by 5a,1d traveling nuts, the said springs
engaging said arms and normally keeping Lhe
same in engagement with said stops, substan-

'-tmllv as described.

In testimony that I claim the fmeﬂ'omﬂ' as
my own 1 have hereto aflixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

PERRY -S. IIEAB LER.

Witnesses:
ALVA SUTTON,
- CHAS. C. SUTTON.
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