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To all whom it may concerre:

Be it known that I, DANIEL B. REPLOGLE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Seranton, in the county of Lackawanna and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Hgg-Car-

- riers, of which the followingis a specification,

reference beling had therem to the accompa-
nying dmwmﬂ's

This invention relates to egg-carriers con-
structed from sheet or plate metal and de-
signed to be used for shipment d,ud dehvery
of ordmary hen’s eggs.

The objects-of the invention are to provide
a simplified tray for carrying such eggs; to
construet sueh trays so that each constitutes
a unit for holding a given number of eggs;
to provide means for loeking the several units
together, so as to faelhtate handling; to fa-
Glllf&ti—?‘ the 1nspection of eggs while in the

tray, and to hold the eggs so that they stand

on the point end, and other objects as herein
specified and pdl"tl(}uldlly pointed out in the
claims.

To this end the invention consists of the
device illustrated in the accompanying draw-

-~ ings, in which—
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F‘wure 1 shows a blllt&ble diagrawm for cut-
tiny the metal to constructthe mdlwdual egy-
holder 8o as to hold the egg polint end down
when the tray issitting on edge. Fig. 2 shows

a substitute diagram for' catting bhe individ-

ual egg-holder, more parbmul«wly adapted to
be used in such trays as are intended always
to be lying flat down when in use. Fig. 3 is
a general view showing a pair of my trays
sitting on edge and locked together. FIig. 4
shows a cross-section taken on the line = «
of one of the trays, as shown in Fig. 8. Fig.
5 is an edge view of one of the corners of a
tray, showing the method of bending. FKig.

6 shows a substitute method of bending the

corner of the tray. Fig. 7shows an edge view
of & suitable lid for one of my trays.
~Similar characters of reference denote like

and corresponding parts thmun'houb the sev-

eral views.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
sheet metal from which the tray is made and
which iscut on curved lines, freeing the parts
2 2, which are adapted to be bent out per-

——

‘substitute method, as follows:

(No model.

e —m

| metal at 3 between the two ends of the line

4, which cuts them out.
5 designates an additional supporting mem-
ber, whieh is also bent perpendicular to the

sheet metal by bending in the vicinity of 6,

the central part 7 of said member being cut
out on the ecircle or circumference 3, thus
leaving a circular opening through the mem-
ber 5. When the metal is cut in this man-
ner, it provides a single receptacle or holder
for an egg, and some such cuttingis to be re-
peated for each individual egg to be held by a

- single sheet orthe tray constructed from It.

- The individual holder may be made by a
Tongues 9,
10, 11, and 12 may be cut out of the sheet-
metal by the two continuous.cuts or slits 13
and 14, as shown in Fig. 2, after which the
tongues 9 and 10 may be bent at right angles,
respectively opposing the tongues 11 and 12,

-also bent out to right angles on the same side
of the sheet metal, thus forming spring-¢lip
‘individual holders for eggs.

ing strip of metal 15 may then be eut on the

‘line 16 and pressed downward to the opposite

side of the metal from that to.'which the
tongues aforesaid are bent, thus providinga

jholder of sufficient depth for an individual

stituted for

egg. Other methods of cutting might be sub-
those shown; but 1t is not the

principal object of this invention to c¢laim

any such methods of cutting. 'These 1ndi-
vidual holders thus constructed are to be

repeated on a plate of sheet metal drderly
‘arranged and as closely as convenient, so

as to economize space and at the same time
preserve the safety of the eggs by holding
them at a sufficient distance £0 keep them
from coming in contact with one another. 1

“construet a tray from the sheet metal into

which these individual holders are made for
‘holding one dozen ordinary hen’s eggs as tol-
Jows: Astrip of tin or sheet metal about thir-

teen inches by eight inches is about the proper
size. A hem 17 is bent on each end of it, af-
ter which the ends of the sheet are bent at
richt angles with the central portion by pe-

culiar bends or curves 18, allowing an opened

sliding way 19, into Wthh the hem of another

similar tray is adapted to hook. The angle

920 thus formed serves as a foot or support of

pendlcular with the sheet metal, bending the | the tray when it is laid down instead of stand-

The subtend-.
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ing on the edge, as shown in Fig. 3.
curve or bend 18, as shown in Fig. 6, may be
substituted for that shown in Fig. 5, if de-
sired. These ends when thus bent at right
angles to the main body of the tray form the
side walls 21 of the tray and are adapted to be
compressed toward one another, as suggested
in FKig. 3, for the purpose of hooking them
into the ways 19 of the additional trays, so
that in this manner any number of trays may
be consecutively hooked together. Thebody
portion of the trays may also be strengthened
by beads 22, extending between the rows of
egg-holders in the tlay and above and below
the outsiderows. Aneye23isalsoprovidedin
one edge of the tray, by meansof whichi1t may
be hung upon a nail, if desired. The trayis
also adapted to be covered by means of a lid
bentasshownin Fig. 7, said lid beingstrength-
ened by beads 24 and each end hooked over
by hooking edges 25 25, forming ways 26 20,
adapted to engage with the hems 17 17 of a
tray in the same manner as the ways 19 of
similar trays.

In practice I find it best to make the trays
so as to hold three rows of eggs, four in each
row—that is, three horizontal rows in which
the eggs stand side by side, containing four
eggs in a horizontal row and three in a ver-
tical row, three eggs, measuring the long way,
being about equivalent to four eggs measur-
ing the short way, thus making a tray when
completed about eight inches square and two
inches deep, four of them being locked to-
oether, forming a package nearly in the shape
of ) eube

I do not wish to be confined to the exact
cutting and bending as shown in the draw-
ings—as, for example, the corner of the tray
might be varied into several different shapes.
The main requisite of my invention is that it
shall be bent so as to provide a sliding way
or hooking attachment for the hem of the next
succeeding tray, whether the sheet metal is
continuous from the body of the tray or at-
tached by soldering or other means. The in-
dividual holders may also be varied in many
ways without departing from the general
spirit of the invention.

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. As a new article of manufacture the
herein-deseribed egg-tray constructed from a
single piece of sheet metal or other suitable
material, having individual spring-clip egg-
holders constituted from portions of the said
sheet metal cut and bent outward from the
body thereof, two ends of said piece of sheet
metal bent toward each other and substan-
tially at right angles to the bottom of the tray

and adapted to form lateral sides or wings |
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thereof, a hem on the edge of each wing and
a fold bent in the metal at the corners of the
tray, sald folds adapted to engage with the
hems of additional trays for the purpose of
locking the trays together and for the addi-
tional purpose of forming ridges adapted to
raise the bottom of the tray above the level
of the plane on which 1t may lie, substantially
as Speuﬁed

2. Atrayforholding eggs, constr ueted from
a meIe piece of sheet metal the body thereof
consisting of a plane having strengthening
swages or beads pressed therein and rows of
individual spring-clip egg-holding members
cut from the metal between the said beads
and bent outward at substantially right an-

75

oles to the plane thereof and adapted to hold

individual eggs, the ends of said tray being
left open and the sides thereof formed by
bending up the metal at substantially right
angles to the bottom of the tray and provid-
ing sliding grooves by folding over the metal
in proximity to said bends, the edges of said

| sides also provided with hems adapted to en-

gage with slides in the grooves atforesaid, in
qumlm trays, eubstantmllv as specified.

3. An egg-tray consisting of a pan or sheet-
metal receptacle, having a plurality of indi-
vidual egg-holders integrally made therewith
by slitting the bottom thereof, and bending
out portions of the same into opposing pro-
jections adapted to clasp individual eggs,

and sides of said pan or receptacle provided

with hems or hooked-over portions adapted

to engage with sliding ways or folds attached
to the bottoms of similar trays, substantially
as specified.

4, In an egg-carrier constructed from sheet
metal, individual egg-holders madeintegrally
therewith, adapted to carry a limited number
of eggs arranged substantially in the shape
of a square, two edges of the sheet of metal
from which they are constructed, being bent
at right angles with the body thereof, adapt-
ing the said sheet to sit on edge, and also pro-
vided with an eyelet for hanging the same on
a nail, substantially as specified.

5. An egg-tray constructed from a single
piece of sheet or plate metal, the said metal
being provided with a plumhty of individual
sprmﬂ*-ehp egg-holdersintegrally made there-
with by cutting and bending the said metal,
in combination with means for locking the
tray together with a similar tray, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

DANIEL B. REPLOGLE.

Witnesses:

J. K. BLISS,
T. A. MCGOLDRICK.
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