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o all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, EDWARD L. MAYER, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Skirt-Supporters: and I
do hereby declare that the tollowingis a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to Improvements in

means for supporting dress-skirts, and more

especially for fastening the rear portions of
the waistband of a skirt to a dress or shirt-
walst. |

The invention consists in the matters here-
inaiter set forth, and more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.

Adevice embodying my invention embraces
In its general features a horizontal pocket,
either detachably secured to the rear part of
a walst, as in a separate belt, or permanently
tastened therein, a metal
said pocket, which Iatter is open at its top to
recelve said strip, and a plarality of hooks on
the waistband of a skirt arranged to engage
the upper edge of said strip.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of the
back of a dress-skirt and waist fitted with a
device which embodies the features of myin-
vention. FKig. 21is a view with parts broken
away, showing the manner of attaching the
dress-waist band to the sti tening-strip and
showing the strip-retaining pocket, the outer
wall being broken away. Fig. 3 is a view of
the stiffening-strip detached from the other
parts. Fig. 4isasectional view taken through
the strip-retaining pocket and sti ffening-
strip.  Fig. 5is a view showing a part of the
device as applied to a belt or band separate
from the waist. | |

As shown in the accompanying drawings,
Arepresents the rear portion of a dress-waist,
Said waist is provided with a waistband or
belt B, secured on the outside of the waist

fabrie. Said bandis secured by sewingtothe
‘body of the waist at 'its end

portions and
along its lower edge, but has its upper edge
6 unattached to the waist for a short distanee

50 1n the middle of the back portion of the waist.

A narrow horizontal pocket is thus formed, in

- or other snitable material to

strip inserted in

| which a strip Cof metal, feather-bone, whale-

bone, or other suitable material may be in-
serted. BSaid strip is held in position by the
tightening of the waistband around the
wearer. It is preferably covered with cloth
prevent injury
to the garment fabrie. .

- On the inner face of the part of the skirt-
band D, near the upper edge thereof, which
Is fitted to overlap the lower back portion of
the waist and the stiffening-strip pocket, are
secured a plurality of downwardly-projecting
hooks E, of the ordinary pattern, adjusted
and adapted to hook over the u pper edge of
the waistband and the stiffening-strip. Ob-
viously any form of hooks may be used—such,
for instance, as are com monly employed by
coat and cloak makers. As herein shown,
ordinary dress-hooks are employed, which are
secured by sewing to the inner face of the
skirt-band; but any other suitable form of
hook may be used, and the same may be se-

cured in any desired or preferred manner to

the said band.

While the strip-retaining pocket is formed
in the construction illustrated in the first four
figures of the drawings by the rear part of a
belt or band which extends entirely around
the garment, yet it is to be understood that
such pocket may be made by a shorter at-
tached part or strip corresponding with the
central or rear part of said belt and which
1s applied over or attached to the part or
parts constituting the waistband of the shirt-
waist, and in this case the attached pilece will

-be made only slightly longer than the strip

which is inserted in said pocket or the pocket,
may be made as illustrated in Fig. 5, where-
in 1t is formed in the center of a belt or band
F, made separate from the garment, said
band being provided with the usual fasten-
Ings at its ends, whereby it is held upon the

‘wearer, and having, preferably, a tag f pro-

Jecting from the lower edge of the belt, below
the pocket, by which it may be fastened to
the waist by the use of safety-pins or other
suitable means.

LBy the device deseribed: the skirt is held
firmly in position with respect to the waist-
band of the body-garment and is supported
directly by the waist or by. a belt secured to
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the waist. The substantial width given to
the strip prevents any sagging, as the weight
of the skirt is distributed along a consider-
able portion of the waist-back, thereby pre-
venting undue stretching of the material, as
would happen were the garment su pported at
any one point or at several separated points.
In other words, the strip distributes the strain
due to the downward pull of the skirt evenly
along a considerable part of the back of the
waist, and thereby prevents uneven tension

thereon and consequent wrinkling thereof.

Furthermore, said strip holds the dress-waist

smoothly and firmly downin the back. The

strip is held flat or close against the body by
the drawing of the waist portion of the gar-
ment about the wearer or in the case of the
separate belt by the tightening thereof into
place, so that it cannot turn outward with
said upper edge. The fastening device does
not add to the thickness of the garments, af-
fords a quick and easy adjustment of the
dress, and is completely concealed trom view.

It does not injure the garment fabric, as 1s

liable to occur if a supporting device having
spurs or jaws be used. The stiffener can of
course be removed from its pocket to permit

~ the waist to be lanndered and may be used

30

35

for other waists. Moreover, in the use of the
device described no yndue strain is brought
upon any part of the garments or upon the
person of the wearer. ' .

It will be understood from the above that
the term ‘‘belt” as used in the accompany-
ing claims is intended to mean either the
parts of a body-garment which encircle the

waist, and thereby perform the functions of

a waist-band or belt, or a separate band which
is applied around the body-garment and 18

40 provided with its own fastening devices for

holding it in place about the body.

674,091

I claim as my invention— |

1. The combination with a belt provided
with a horizontal pocket which is closed at its
hoitom and sides and open at its top, of a
stiff strip the width of which is not less than

the depth of said pocket, adapted for remov-

able insertion in said pocket throngh the open
top thereof, the upper edge ot said strip be-
ing in position when thestrip isin the pocket,

to be engaged by hooks which pass over the

upper margin of the strip ana the pocket.

2 The combination with a belt provided
with a horizontal pocket which is closed at 1ts
hottom and sides and open at its top, of a
stiff strip which is adapted tor removable in-
sertion in said pocket through the open top
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thereof, the upper. gnargin of said strip being

substantially flush with the upper margin of
the open end of the pocket, and hooks con-
structed to be secured to the inner face of a
shirt-waist band and constructed to hook
over the upper margins of said strip and
pocket.

3. The combination with a waist provided 5

with a horizontal belt or band secured at 1L

end portions and lower margin to the fabric

of the waist but left free at its upper edge to
form a pocket, a stiff strip inserted in said
pocket, and a dress-skirt having on the inner
face of the waistband thereof a plurality of
hooks adapted to engage the upper edge of
said strip and band.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature, in presence
of two witnesses, this 19th day of January,
A. D. 1901.

EDWARD L. MAYER.

Witnesses:
CLEMENT R. DTICKNEY,
GERTRUDE BOYCE.
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