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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, EDWARD M. LOCKWOOD,
of Pheenixville, Chester county, Pennsylva-
nia, haveinvented an Improvementin Splint-
Clamps for Mateh-Making Purposes, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to splint-clamps for
match-making purposes; and it consists of the
improvements which are set forth in the fol-
lowing specification and shown in the accom-
panying drawings.

It is essential to the proper operation of
splint - clamps, whether used in dipping-
frames or as members of a traveling splint-
carrying beltorapron, that they should elamp
the splints securely and preserve their paral-
lelism without liability of breaking or bend-
ing them. -

It is one of the objects of my invention to
form a splint-clamp having opposed metal-
lic clamping-faces provided with an elastic
splint - holding cushion or surface of small
area suificient for the purpose of effectively
holding the splints and preventing lateral
displacement without affecting the facility of
recelving and discharging the splints.

It 1s also an object of my invention to pro-
vide asplint-clamp with such an elastic splint-
holding surface which shall be subjected to
minimum wear and on which the elastic hold-
ing-surface may when desired be easily and
quickly removed and replaced. a

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved splint-clamp. Fig. 2is
a transverse vertical sectional view of the
same on the line x x of Kig. 1. Fig. 3isa face
view of one of the members of the clamp, and
Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view-of the
same on the line v ¥ of Fig. 3.

The clamp is composed of two members ¢

b, preferably of metal, each having its face
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provided with a series of parallel transverse
grooves ¢, adapted when the two members are
clamped face to face to form a series of par-
allel transverse spaces to contain a row of
splints in the usual manner.
may be conveniently formed by simply cor-
rugating the faces of the metallic members.
The grooves ¢ of one of the members (or of

These grooves |
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both, if desired) are provided with openings
d, preferably at or about the middle.

A strip £, of felt, cloth, or other elastic ma-

terial, is placed on the back of the member
or members having the apertures ¢ and is so
disposed that it will be exposed to a greater
or less extent through the apertures, thus
forming in each splint-hole composed of the
opposing grooves ¢ an elastic cushion e, which
bears upon the splint f contained therein, as
Indicated in Fig. 2. The strip of felt or other
material may be fastened in place in any con-
venient manner. For this purpose I prefer
to employ a spring-strip of metal arranged
overthe back of the strip Zand held upon the
back of the member to which it is applied by
lugs ¢ thereon. This spring-strip ¢ presses
firmly upon the back of the elastic strip 7z and
forees portions thereof through the apertures
dtoform theseriesof cushionse. The spring-
strip g may be readily applied or removed by
sliding it longitudinally under the lugs .

The splint-clamp composed of the members
a b may be employed in any manner well
known in the art, the two members being
clamped together and released to receive,
hold, and release the splints.

The particular construction shown is espe-
cially adapted for use in a machine of the
character shown in Letters Patent of Loeck-
wood, No. 600,085, dated Marech 1, 1898, in
which an endless traveling chain composed
of splint-clamps is employed and devices are
used to open and close the clamp members at
appropriate times. I do not, however, mean
to limit my improved splint-clamp to such
use.

It will be observed that with this construc-
tion the elastic holding-surface for the splints
1s afforded by the small exposed portions e of
the elastic strip. These portions, which are
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sufficient for the purpose of securely holding

the splints without liability of breaking them,

are of small area, and therefore are less sub-

ject to wear and will not interfere with the

introduction and removal of the splints.
Another advantage of this construction is

that the elastic strip may be easily removed

- and replaced. For this purpose it is only nec-
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essary to slide the plate g from under the lugs |
1, remove and turn the elastic strip or apply

a new one, and then replace the plate.
The details of construction shown may be
varied without departing from my invention.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is as follows:
1. A splint-clamp member having its face

- formed with a series of openings and provided
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with a strip of elastic material extending lon-
gitudinally across said openings at the back
so as to form a series of elastic contact-sur-
faces on the face of the clamp member.

2. A splint-clamp member having its face
provided with a series of isolated elastic con-
tact-surfaces formed of soft elastic material
such as felt. | |
- 3. A splint-clamp member composed of a
transversely-grooved metal strip and having

said grooves provided for a portion of their

length with a contact-surface formed of soft
elastic material such as felt.
4. A splint-clamp member, composed of a

transversely-grooved metal strip, and a strip

of elastic material extending longitudinally
over the back of said metal strip and exposed
at intervals through openings in the face
thereol.
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5. A splint-clamp member having its face
formed with openings, in combination with a
strip of elastic material located at the back

of said member and exposed through the
“openings in the face thereof, and a spring-

strip earried by the clamp member at the back.

of said elastic strip.

6. A splint-clamp member having its face
formed with openings and provided at the
back with lugs 7, in combination with a strip
of elastic material located at the back of said

‘member and exposed through the openings in

the face thereof, and a spring-strip carried
by the clamp member at the back of said elas-
tic strip and retained by said lugs 2.

7. A splint-ciamp composed of two metallie
strips having their opposed surfaces formed
of transverse corrugations, and a strip of elas-
tic material arranged at the back of one of
said metallic strips and exposed through open-
ings in the corrugated surface thereof.

In testimonyof which invention I have here-
unto set my hand.

EDWARD M. LOCKWOOD.

Witnesses:
H. S. WILLIAMS,
J. M. WILKINSON.
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