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To albl whom it may concerm: \

Be it known that I, SAMUEL C. WHERRY, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Ole-
wein, in the county of Fayette and State of
Iowa, have invented a new and useful Roll-
ing-Top Desk, of which the following is a
specification.

My object is to improve the construction
and to facilitate the operation of a rolling top
and an adjustable tablein the top portion ot
a desk as required to promote convenience
in repeatedly opening, using, and closing the
desk as required to place in and take out
papers, &e., at different times. |

My invention consists in the construction,
arrancement, and combination of a flexible
cover, endless belts, a sliding table, and
hinged brackets with the top portion -of a
desk adapted for storing and protecting pa-
pers, &e., in such a manner that force ap-
plied for pulling out and pushing in the table
will automatically operate the flexible cover
and the hinged brackets, as hereinatter set
forth.,

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings 1s
a transverse central sectional view of a desk,
showing the relative positions of the differ-
ent operative parts when the desk is closed.
Dotted lines indicate their positions when
the desk is open. Fig. 2 is adetail view of a
portion of the desk to which the bracketsare
hinged as required to be automatically op-
erated by the sliding table and to support
ihe table when it is drawn out at the front
of the desk, as indicated by dotted lines In
Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a detail view showing one
of the brackets in position as required 10
support the table and part of the bracket
broken away to disciose a eam-groove and a
cam projecting from the table into the groove.
Fig. 4is atop view of a hinged bracket, show-
ing the cam-groove.

The letter A designates the back, A® the

" front, A? one of the ends, and A* the flat top,
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of a desk, all rigidly fixed together In any
suitable way. A plurality of pigeonholes B
are formed in the top portion of the desk im-
mediately under the fixed top A*and over
a fixed bottom. Under said fixed bottom
is a sliding table C, supported upon cross-
pieces C?, that arefixed to the mating ends A®

or in any suitable way. On the top of the |

|

sliding table and across its ends are fixed end-

less belts d (preferably flexible steel straps)

by means of serews or in any suitable way.
These flexible belts are placed on rollers f,
pivoted to the inside faces ot the fixed mat-

ing ends A% of the desk at the four corners

of the compartment above the sliding table
C by means of serews, as shown in Fig. 1, or
in any sunitable way in such a manner that
when the table is pulled outor pushed in the
belts will slide on the rollers.

H is a flexible cover composed of strips of
wood or other suitable material that extend
parallel to each other and have a hinged con-
nection with each other. The ends of this
Aexible cover are fixed to the flexible belts
d in such a manner that when the table C 1s
pulled out the cover will be rolled up under
the fixed top A%, as indicated by dotted lines
in Fig. 1, and as required to open the front
of the desk for gaining access to the pigeon-
holes and their contents, and when the table
is pushed in the flexible cover will be auto-
matically returned to its normal posibion as
required to close the desk without touching
and manually operating any other portion of
the mechanism. |

Mating brackets J and J*are hinged to the
front of the desk, as shown ta Fig. 2, in such
o manner that when the desk is closed they
will overlie the front face of the desk and
their top edges will contact with the bottom
face of the front edge portion of the sliding
table C. In the top facesof the brackets are
cam-grooves m, and projecvting from the bot-
tom of the table are fixed pinsn, that traverse
the cam-grooves when the table is pulled out
in such a manner that the brackets will be
thereby automatically swung outward into
position, asindicated by dotted linesin Fig. 1,
to support the table. A reverse movement
of the table as required to close the desk will
return the brackets to their normal positions,
as shown in Fig. 2. The flexible cover, the
sliding table, and the hinged brackets are
thus jointly operated to open and close the
desk, to adjust the table as required for use
when the desk is open,and toadjustthe hinged
bracketsas required tosupport the table when
projected forward for use while the desk is
open.

Having described the construction, func-
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tions, and arrangement and combination of
thedifferent parts, the practical operation and
utility of my invention will be readily under-
stood by persons familiar with the art to which
it pertains, and ~-

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by United States Letters Patent, is—

1. In a desk having a flat top, a flexible
cover for the front top portion, a sliding ta-
bleunder the flexible cover, flexible belts fixed
to the ends of the flexible cover and the ends
of the sliding table and rollers to support the
flexible belts in the end portions of the desk,
arranged and combined to operate in the man-
ner set forth for the purposes stated.

2. In a desk, a sliding table having fixed
pins projecting downward into cam-grooves
In brackets, brackets having cam-grooves in
their tops hinged to the front of the desk, an

20 adjustable flexible cover, arranged and com-
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| bined to operate in the manner set forth for

the puarposes stated. |

5. A desk having pigeonholes in its top por-
tion, an opening at its front and top portion,
a sliding table at the bottom of said open por-
tion, pins projecting downward from the ta-
ble to enter cam-grooves in hinged brackets,
brackets hinged to the front of the desk and
provided with ecam-grooves, flexible belts fixed
to the end portions of the sliding table and
also to the ends of a flexible cover, rollers in
the corners of the top portion of the desk to
support and direct said belts and a flexible
cover for the open front, all arranged and
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combined to operate in the manner set forth 35

for the purposes stated.
~ SAML. C. WHERRY.
Witnesses:
B. T. GRIFFITH,
ADAM SMITH.
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