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(No model.)

To all whom it may COncCermn.:
Be it known that I, HARRY LEVY, a citizen

of the United States residing in the borough

of Manhattan, in the elty of New York eounty
and State of New York, have 1nvented anew
and useful Improvement in Tobacco-Cutting
Machines, of which the following is a speclﬁ-
cation.

My invention relatesto tobacco-cutting ma-
chines; and its novelty consists in the con-
strucmon and adaptation of the cutting- plate
to prevent the delivery of the mater ial to the
knife from being stopped or unduly retarded. |

Tn Letters Patent of the United States No. |
635,263, issued October17, 1899, to myself and

Max Himoff jointly, there is deseribed a to-
bacco-cutting machine in which the cutting-
plate has a 110'1d aperture through which the
material to be cut is forced by the action of
the compression - rolls and apron. I have

found by experience that the mass of tobacco,

especially when 1t is wet, is apt to choke at
the mouth of the cutting-plate or to become

retarded, sothat it is not ready for the action

of the kmfe when the latter is ready to de-
scend in front of the cutting-plate.

The object of my present invention is to

overcome this difficulty. This I do by pro-

viding one portion of the mouth or aperture

of thec cutting-plate with means whereby when
the pressure of the material is such that the
tobacce is apt to become choked with the or-
dinary cutting-plate a portion of the plate is
caused toyleld undersuch pressure andallow
the exit of the tobaceo through the mouth of

the plate.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of the standards and cutting-plate of a
tobacco-cutting machine provided with my

improved device, and Fig. 2 18 a central ver-
tical section of the same.

In the drawings, A and A’ are two stand-
ards or plates from which the other parts of
the machine are supported.

B is the cutting-plate, secured by screws b
or other suitable means to the front of the
standards A A’ and provided with a central
aperture A", through which the tobaceo to be
cut is projected, being propelled forward by
the action of the apron C and the rollers D
and I’ in the manner usual in the art and
which needs no particular description.

rounded off at its front

The |

| lower lip K of the cutting-plate and its side

pieces K" and E” are of nsual form and have
an exterior plane surface against which the
knife presses as it descends in close contaet

therewith. The upper lip I of the cutting-

plate is not rigid, however, like the lower lip
I, but consists of a plate f, hinged to swing
upon a pintle /', secured in suitable bearings
in the standards A and A’. The lower part
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of the plate f slopes at 7'/, so as to guide the

tobacco toward the aperture A”Y. The upper
part of the plate f is curved at /' to encirele
or inclose the roller D, and at its upper edge
is attached to one or more coiled springs G,
which are in turn secured to the standards A
A’ by any suitable means, as by the hooks g

g'. Alug g serves as a stop to prevent the
‘undue and forward oscillation of the plate f.

Theaction of my deviceisasfollows: When
the tobacco approaches the aperture A" in
its forward course and becomes clogged for
any reason, the upward pressure against the

lowersurface /" of the plate fcausesthelatter

to swing upon the pintle /' until it assumes a
position such as that shown by the dotted
lines in Fig. 2. This relieves the pressure

upon the mass of tobacco and permits of its
projection through the aperture A",

traction of the springs G G’ brings the plate
f back into place and 1its forward oscillation
is prevented by means of the stop g"'.

It will be observed that with the construc-
tion described it is impossible for the part of
plate f below the spindle f” to rise above or
to the horizontal plane, its upward movement
being limited subs’ Janmally tothe inclined po-
Sition shown in dotted lines by the curved
upper portion [, which acts as a stop. 1t
will be further observed that the upper sur-
face of this forward part of the plate is
edge. DBy reason of
this construction and arrangement the knife
in moving down will always press the front

- edge of plate f down with it, it being impos-

sible for such plate to'assume a position in
which 1t would obstruct the movement of the
knife.

I may of course use other yielding means
to retard the oscillation of the plate f, and
other means than the lug ¢g" to prevent the
forward motion of the plate, but such modi-
fications are quite within the skill of persons

The re-
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skilled in the art and within the sccrpe of my ‘
‘invention. |
What I claim as new 1s—
In a tobacco-cutting machine, the combi-.
s nation with the side standards of the frame,
a cutting-plate having rigid sides-amd lewer l
lip, and an upper feed roller, of a plate piv-
oted intermediate its front and rear edges to
said standards, the portion forward fof the |
10 pivot being downwardly and forwardly in-
clined and forming a yielding upper lip for
the cutting-plate ‘and that portion rearward :
of the pivot being curved upward over the
feed-roller, Splmﬂ‘s for normally forcing the
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rearward portion of the pivoted pla,te up-
ward, and a stop for limiting apward move-
menh, the roller acting to prevent excessive

movement in the opposite direction, these

stops preventing the movement of the yield-
ing lip beyond aforwardly-inclined position,
substantially as deseribed.

Witness my hand this 18th day of Mareh,
1901, in the presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

| | HARRY LEVY.

Witiesses: | -
"HERMAN MEYER,

MABEL K. WHITMAN.
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