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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL MICHAEL
JENKS, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Madison, in the county of Lake
and State of South Dakota, have invented a
new and Improved Overhead Track, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription. |

This invention relates to an overhead track

designed especially for sustaining hay and

other like carriers—that is to say, such car-
riers as constitute a means for transporting

~material overhead from one point to another.

This specification is a specific description
of one form of theinvention, while the claims
are definitions of the actual scope thereof.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a side view of the invention.

- Fig. 2 1s a side view of the same with an at-
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tachment for coaction with the carrier. Fig.
3 18 a section on the line 8 3 of Fig. 1, and

FKig. 4 is a section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 3, the track has
two rails a, which are constructed of angle-
irons, one member of each of which lies hori-
zontal to form the treads of the rails and the
other member projects downward at slightly
more than ninety degrees inclination to the
first-named or horizontal member. (See Figs.
3 and 4.) 0 represents the hanger for sup-
porting the track. This hanger projects up-
ward and is adapted to have its upper end
fastened to a suitable support. The lower
end of the hanger b is enlarged to form a spac-
ing-block &', the sides of which are slightly
tapered to conform with the inclination of the
lower members of the angle-iron rails a. Be-
low the enlarged portion &' shoulders #? are
formed, which are adapted to bear under the
ralls a, as illustrated, and the extremity of
the lower portion of the hanger has lugs b°
formed thereon and projecting laterally. En-
gaged with these lugs and with the outer sides
of the vertical members of the angle-iron
ralls ¢ are clamping-blocks ¢, which lie, re-
spectively, at the sides of the track and are
drawn firmly together by a bolt d. This bolt
serves also to press the rails against the en-

hanger, and thus all of the parts are bound
firmly together.

If desired, the lower end of the hanger at
points below the lugs b° may be provided with
adownwardly-projected detente,which serves
to coact with the carrier which runs on the
track. This construction isshownin Figs. 2
and 4. In these figures I have illustrated
clamping-plates ¢', which are essentially the
same as the blocks ¢ before deseribed, but
which are shown to be of greater length than
the blocks ¢ and provided with two bolts ¢,
serving the same function as the bolt d be-
fore described. These enlarged plates ¢’ may

be used for the further purpose of splicing or

Joining the rails . If this joint oecurs at a
point where it is convenient or desirable to
employ a hanger, the parts may be fitted to-
gether in precisely the same way as at other

points on the track, the meeting ends of the

rails being engaged with the clamping-plates
¢'and the bolts d' being engaged, respectively,
with said ends. If 1t is not desired to employ
a hanger at the point of the rail-joint, a spac-
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ing-block similar to the block b’ on the hanger

may be employed, which spacing-block is, .

however, constructed separate from the
hanger. Further, if it be desired to place
the detent ¢ at some point removed from any

3¢

one of the hangers a spacing-block such as

that mentioned above may be formed with a
detent ¢ and placed on the track by clamping-

plates and bolts, as described. |

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— .

1. An overhead track, comprising angle-
rails, a spacing-block between the rails and
provided with shoulders engaged by the rails
and with lugs below the shoulders, clamping-

plates engaging the lugs of the spacing-block
~and resting against the outer surface of the

rails, and means for securing the parts to-
gether, as set forth.

2. An overhead ftrack, comprising angle-
rails, a spacing-block arranged between the
ralls and having downwardly-inclined slides,
and shoulders at the end of the tapered por-
tion, the said block being also provided with
oppositely-projecting lugs below the shoul-
ders, clamping-plates resting against the

larged portion or spacing-block b’ of the | outer faces of the rails with their upper ends
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engaging the horizontal members of the rails,

the plates. having their lower ends bent in-

IO

wardly and resting upon the lugs of the spac-
ing-block, and means for securing the parts
together, substantially as described. .

3. An overhead track,comprising two rails,

a hanger, one end portion of which is pro-
vided with a spacing-block set between the
rails,-the hanger having shoulders engaged
with the rails to sustain them on the hanger,
clamping-plates engaged with the outer faces
of the rails, and a fastening extending be-
tween the clamping-plates to press the parts
together. - | .

4. An overhead track, having a hanger pro-
vided at its lower end with a spacing-block

and with shoulders projecting transversely

from the bottom of said block, the lower ex-
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tremity of the hanger having downwardly-

projected studs or flanges, two ralls engaged

with opposite sides of the spacing-block and

bearing on the shoulders, clamping-plates en-
gaging the outer sides of the rails and bear- |

a—

ing on the studs or flanges at the lower ex-

tremity of the hanger, and a fastening ex-
tending between the clamping-plates to bind
the parts together. o

5. An overhead track, comprising angle-

rails, a. hanger provided with a tapering spac-
ing-block, shoulders at the lower end of the
block, lugs below the shoulders, and a de-

tent below the lugs, clamping-plates resting
against the outer faces of the rails with their
upper ends engaging the horizontal members
of the rails, the lower ends of the plates ex-
tending inwardly and resting upon the said

gether, substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof I have signed my

50

35

lugs, and means for clamping the parts to- -

name to this specification in the presence of 4o

two subscribing witnesses.
SAMUEL MICHAEL JENKS.

Witnesses:
J. M. PRESTON,
- N. B. STAG.
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