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To all whom it may concern:
. Be it known that I, JAMES W. HAMMETT,
residing at HEureka, in the county of Plea%-_
ants_and State of West Virginia, haveinvent-
ed certain new and aseful Improvements in
Wire-Fence Construction, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

ThlS invention relates to improvements in
the construction of wire fences of that kind
in which the strands are secured to end posts

~and intermediate picket members, and the

said invention comprehends a novel form of
stay or support for the fencing at points in-
termediate of the end posts of each section
capable of being adjustably set for a high or
low fence and which can be readily elevated

to take up the slack of the strands without |

the necessity of loosening the fastenings that
secure the salid strands to the post or to the
pickets.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a view of a portion of a wire fence
construe*‘ed in accordance with myinvention,
the stay members being adjusted to provide
for a high fence for horses or other large
stock. Fig. 21s a side elevation -of a portion
of a fence arranged as a low fence for small
stock, the vertical adjustability of the stays
being illustrated in dotted lines. Figs. 3, 4,
and 5 are detail views of the members for
forming the adjustable stay hereinafter re-
ferred to | |

In the practical construction my 1mpr0ved
fence comprises generally posts 1 1, a series
of intermediate pickets 2 2 mtermedmte posts

3, and the wire strands 4, which in the con-
struction shown are made fast to the posts or

to the stays by the clench members 5, which
may be of any well-known constmctlon |
T'o provide for conveniently and effectively
taking up the slack of the fence-sections
and to avoid unnecessarily disconnecting the
strands from the intermediate plekets or
tightening up the flexible connections which
secure the end pickets to the end posts, as
well as for effectively bracing the sections of
the fence between the several posts, I provide

a supplemental supporting post or stay, one

or more of which can be used in each section

50 of the fence, the peculiar construction of the

| said stays forming the eqsentml feature. of

Iy present mventwn

My improved or supplemental SuppOl ting-
stay, which is illustrated in detail in Kigs. 3
to 5, .eomprises a wooden stay formed in two
sections, (indicated by 14 14%,) the lowermost
one of which, 14, has rigidly secured thereto

535

a metal footpleee 15, which extends a suit- -

able distance below the lower end of the part
14. The uppersection 14* has a similar metal
foot or extension 15%, that is made fast to the
lower end of the said piece 14* and is adapted
to be also detachably secured to the upper
end of the lower section 14 of the said stay.
T'he upper end of the supplemental stay is
reduced and has oppositely-beveled corners
14°, the inclinations of which are preferably
on an angle of about forty-five degrees, and
the said molmd,tmns form, as it were, shoul-
ders upon which the tmnsvelse brace mem-
bers 16 (see Fig. 1) are adapted to rest, the
lower ends of which engage the ground, and
the upper ends of the said brace 16 and the

stay may be readily secured by sulta,ble wire

fastenings, as shown.

By forming-the supplemental std,y of two
sections it is manifest that when the two sec-
tions are joined, as shown in Fig. 1, the said

stay will be of a suitable height to provide

for a high fencefor horsesorother large stock,

the lower or metallie foot portion entering the
.ground and forming a solid bearing f01 the

lower end of the stay When thus ﬁtted in
place, it 1s obvious that should at any time
the sections of the fence become slightly loose
and It 18 desired to make the strands of the

~said fence taut it is only necessary to slightly
‘elevate the brace-stay and place a roek or

other similar object under the lower end of
the lower member 14, as shown in Fig. 1.
When it is desired to use the stay on a low
fence for small stock, the lowermost member
14 1s detached, and the foot 15%is then inserted
into the glound 1t being understood that in
this form of fence should it be desired to take

up a slight slack in the fence-section it is only

necessary to litt the member 14* and place a
rock under its lower edge.

From.the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accmnpanying drawings,
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it is thought the advantages of my invention

will be readily apparent.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— | |

1. In afenceof thekind described, the com-
bination with the end posts, the pickets, and
the strands fixedly secured to the said pick-
ets; of a stay comprising two sections, each
section having a pendent ground-penetrating
member, the penetrating member of the up-
per section being detachably secured to the
upper end of the lower section, as specified.

2. Ina fence of the kind deseribed, the com-
bination with the end posts, the pickets, and
the strands fixedly secured to the said pick- |
ets; of a supplemental brace or stay, consist- |
ing of a wooden upright, and a metallic pene- |

| trating member fixedly secured to the lower
end of the said upright and projected beyond

the said end, and a detachable wooden sec-
tion adapted to be fixedly eonnected to the

projecting end of the metallic member of the

other wooden section, and when fitted in place

to form practically a continuation of the first-
‘named wooden section, and a metallic pene-

trating member secured to the seecond wooden
member, and arranged, when the said wooden

member is fitted in place, to form a continua-

tion of the metallic member of the first-named

wooden section, substantially as shown and

for the purposes described. |

- | JAMES W. HAMMET'T.
Witnesses: | i

L. E. MCVAY,

E. E. TROTTER.
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