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PaTENT OFFICE.

OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

" LETTER-FILE.

SPECKFICATION iforming part of Letters Patent No. 673,248, dated April 30, 1901.

Application fled February 27, 1901. Serial No. 49,083,

(No mndél.}

7o wll whomy Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK A. EDMANDS, of
Newton, in the connty of Middlesex and bmte
Of Mftssa,clmqetts have
and useful Implovementb in Letter-Files, of
which the following is a specification.

Thisinvention has for its object to provide

a simple and convenient device for filing and

storing letters and other documents; and 1t

consists in the improvements which I willnow

nroceed to describe and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a

part of this specification, Ifigure 1 represents

2, perspective view of the box or casing mem-
ber of my improved letter-file, the cover be-
ing opened. Fig. 2 lepresents,d top view of
a portion of t,he_box.
tion on line 3 3 of Fig. 2. FKig. 4 represents
a section showing a portion of the cover and
one of the studs attached thereto for engage-
ment with the socket shown in Fig. 3. Fig.
5 represents a sectional view of a portion of

by the said stud and socket. Iig. 6 repre-
sents a side view of one of the card members
of the filing device. Fig. 7 represents a per-

- spective view of the member shown in Fig. 6

RE

with letter-sheets attached thereto.

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all the figares.

In thedrawings, arepresentsa box, to which
is hinged a coverb. The end wall of the box

- opposite to which thé cover is hinged is in-

terrupted, forming an opening ¢, Fig. 1, ex-
tending to the bottom of the box. At this
opening is attached a metal plate d, from
which rise tuabular standards e ¢, these sta,nd—
ards being rigidly atvached to the plate d and
serving to engage orifices in the card mem-
bers, hereinafter described, to hold said eard
membem with the letters atta,ehed thereto, in

place in the box a.

f represents a plate affixed to the swinging
edge of the coverb. To this plate are rigidly

attached studs g g, adapted, when the cover

is moved to a closed position, to enter the tu-
bular standards e e¢. ‘One of the studs is
notched or grooved at g', so that when 1t is
inserted in the corresponding standard e 1t
can be locked therein by means of a latch /4,

invented certain new

| ﬁlmﬂ' device.

Fig. 3 represents a sec-

plOJGGblOI]‘% h' I, adapted to enter the notch
g’ when the latch is swung inwardly from the
position shown in tig. 2, thus preventing the
loose or accidental opening of the cover. The
latch A is provided with an upwardly-project-
ing ear h*, whereby it may be manipulated.
The cover has an outer section b, to which
the plate 7 is attached, said section buno‘cou-
nected by a hinge- JOII’lt with the main por-
tion of the cover, so that the studs g are flexi-

bly connected with the cover and can there-

fore freely enter the tubular standards e, as
indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 3.

j represents one of the card membels of the
This is made of a sheet of rela-
t-welyamf material, such as cardboard or fiber-
board, and is plowded with perforations k I,
,addpted to receive the standards e ¢ of the
box said perforations being formed in an ear
7 for med on the upper edwe of the card, the
ear being formed to project from the box
through Eh? opening ¢. The surface of the
ear between the perforations k£ & may contain
the name or initial letter of the name of the
writer or writers of the letters which are filed

on the card, as hereinafter described, and as

these ears project outside of the body of the
box they are in convenient pomtmn for in-
spection. -

~ m represents a cord which extends from
the front side of the card j and is adapted to
be threaded through an orifice nin said card,
its free end being passed along the back of
the card and enﬂ'aﬂ'ed with the lattm by any
suitable means, SUGh as by a knot m/, formed
on the cord, and a notch me, formed in the
lower edge of the card. The cord is prefer-
ably elaqmc and is of such length that when
extended the knot can be shpped into the
notch m*® and will then be held 1n engage-
ment with the end of the notch Ly the elas-
ticity of the cord. I prefer toattach the cord
to the back of the card at o in any suitable
way, such as by tying a knot on the end ot
the cord and passing the cord through an
orifice near the center of the upper pmmon
of the card, the orifice being smaller than the
knot, which bears against “the front side of
the cmd The cord may pass from the point
of attachment o along the back side of the

whwh i1s pivoted at /) 130 the plate d and has | card, as indicated by’ dotted lines in Fig. 6,
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to an orifice p, through which it is passed
and from which it extends along the front of
the card to the orifice n.

The letter-sheets to be filed are provided
with perforations adapted to coincide with

the orifices p and n in the card, when the

sheet to be filed is laid upon the front of the
card, and the cord is threaded through the

perfm atlons in the sheet and through the ori-

fice n. Its free end is secured in the man-

- ner above described, thus securing the sheet

or sheets to the emd as mdlcated in Fig. 7.
The flexibility of the material of the box

~ and its cover is such that the standards e.and

I5
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studs g can sway sufficiently to permit the
movement of the studs into and out of the
standards without sticking or binding, this
movement being facilitated by the jointed
outer section b’ of -the cover, which permits
the outer ends of the studs to move freely in
the outer ends of the standards when the
studs are entering and leaving the standards.

The lateh A is prevented from swinging too

- far outwardly by a stop g, arranged to en-
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- outward motion of the latter

gage an ear h° on the latch A and limit the
as shown in
Kig. 2. :
| I claim—

1. A letter-file comprising a box having an’
opemnﬂ* In one side, and a tubular s,tdndmd_

in said opening, a cover hinged to the box
and having atitsswinging end 2 notched stud
adapted to enter the tubular standard, and a

lateh or locking device on the bottom of the |

box, to hold bald standard in the stud.

2. Aletter-file comprising a box having an
opening in one side, tubular standards in
sald opening, and a cover hinged to the box
at the side 0pp051te that which has the open-
ing and having studs at its swinging edge
a,dapted to enter the tubular standards, the
outer portion of the cover to which the studs

~are attached being hinged or flexibly con-

nected to the main pOI‘DlOI]

673,248

3. Aletter-file member consisting of a rela-
tively stiff card having an ear on its upper

45

edge, and a cord attached to the card and -

extending from the front, side thereof below

said ear, the card having an orifice below the
ear to receive the cord, and means to engage
the free end thereof.

4. A letter-file member consisting of a rela-
tively stiff card having perforations, a cord
attached at one end to the back of the card
and adapted to be threaded through the per-
forations of the card and through a letter

‘Sheet or sheets laid thereon, the card having

also means for secuuncr the free end of the
cord. -
5. A letter-file member consisting of a 1ela-

tively stiff card provided with standard-re-

ceiving perforations near its upper edge and

‘with cord-receiving perforations below the

standard-receiving perforations, said perfo-

‘rations being relatively arranged substan-
| tially as shown and a cord secured at one end

to the back of the card and adapted to be
threaded through the cord-receiving perfora-

tions and through a sheet or sheets laid on
‘the front of the ea,rd and means for secmmu‘

the free end of the (_,ord |

6. A letter-file comprising a box having an
opening in one side extending to the bottom
of the box, for the reception of ears on filing-
cards in the box, and ca,rd-enﬁ'afring stand-
ards in said opening.

7. A letter-file comprising a box having an
opening in one side, card-engaging sta.ndmda
in said opening, and a filing-card having an
ear formed to project thmugh sald opening
and perforated to receive said standards.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK A. EDMANDS.

- Witnesses: .
C. F. BROWN |
A. D. HARRISON.
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