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UNITED STATES
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TRUCK.
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To all whom tt may concern: . -

Be it known that I, CHARLES R. DOE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mount
Pleasant, in the county of Henry and State of

Towa, have invented a new and useful Truck,

of which the following isa specification.
This invention relates to improvements in
hand-trucks, one of the objects being to im-
prove the construction of vehicles of this char-
acter whereby articles will be more securely

retained thereon while being transported from |

place to place.

A further ob] ect'is-bo--strengbﬁen' the frame.

or platform of the truck and at the same time
eliminate the sharp metallic corners and pro-
jections that tear and injure bags, sacks, and
similar articles. = |

In order that the invention may be readily
understood by thoseskilled in the art, the pre-
ferred form of construction is fully described
in the following specification and illustrated
in the drawings which accompany and form

~ a part of the same, and in which—
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" Fig. 2is a side elevation of the same.
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Figure 1 is a top plan view of a truck con-
structed in accordance with the invention.

is a longitudinal section on the line 3 3 of Fig.
1. -Fig. 4 is a cross-section on the line 4 4 of

Fig. 1.

Similar reference-numerals designate cor-

responding parts in the several figures of the
- drawings. | B | -
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In carrying out the invention, as shown, 10

designates the frame or platform of the truck,

supported at one end by the wheels 11 and
having the legs or standards 12 at the other

“end, as in the ordinary hand-truck. The

A0

tapering gradually to their opposite ends, as
clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The project--

frame or platform 10 preferably comprises
outer parallel side rails 13, connected by suit-
able cross-bars 14 and 142,

standing lip or flange 15, which is provided
with side arms orstraps 16, that rest upon and
are bolted to the upper faces of the side rails,
said straps being- thicker at the lip 15 and

~ ing or free ends of the side rails are rounded
~ off to form the usual handles 17. -

RO

Certain of the cross-bars, preferably those

at the end over the wheels 11 and designated
by the numeral 14, have the central portion |

Fig. 3

| der that there will be no projections upon the

. The side rails 13
are connected at one end by means of an up-

I of their upper faces cut away and rounded out

or concaved, as at 18, to form a retaining de-
pression in the upper face of the platform.
The cross-bars 14 and 14" are protected along
their upper surfaces by means of metallic

straps 19, which are of sufficient thickness to

greatly strengthen said bars, besides relieving

-the same from wear.

~ In order to more securely hold an articlein
the retaining depression of the platform 10
and also to strengthen said platform, a pair
of parallel longitudinal braces 20 are secured
transversely across the cross-bars 14 14#, sald

‘bars being arranged at the edges of the cut-

out portions 18 of the cross-bars 14 and having
their inner edges at this end chamfered, as at
21, to conform to the curvature of the de-
pression. The ends 22 of these braces are
bent around the end cross-bars 14 and 147,
and bolts 23

of the braces, whereby they are rigidly se-
cured together. It will be observed that by
bending these ends around and underneath

the cross-bars the sharp corners of the braces

are out of the way and cannot catch and tear
bags, sacks, or similar receptacles, an advan-
tage that will be greatly appreciated by those
skilled in the art. In constructing the truck

‘the heads of all the bolis used in connecting

the several elements are countersunk 'in or-

upper surface of the platform.

‘It will thus be observed that a truck is pro-
vided the platform of which has a retaining
depression that will securely retain a barrel
or cask placed therein. Furthermore, the

sharp metallic ends, which in the ordinary

truck soon become bent up and are liable to
catch in the bags placed on such trucks, are

pass . vertically through said
cross-bars and through the bent end portions
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arranged securely out of the way, where they - |

are not likely to injure the same.

- From the foregoing it is thought that the

construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein-deseribed truck will be

readily apparent to those skilled in the art
without further description, and it will be

understood that various changes in the form,

| proportion, and minor details of construction
‘may be resorted to without departing from
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the principle or sacrificing any of the advan-

tages of this invention.
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Having thus deserlbed the invention, what |

18 elalmed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent iIs—

1. In a hand- truck the platform provided -
-ab a point contw‘uous to one end, and within

the planes of 1ts sides, with a central longi-
tudinally-disposed retammﬂ' depression, sa,ld

depression being shorter in length than the
platform, and braces arran ged longitudinally
of the pldtform and boundm-‘r the edﬂ'es of .

said depression.
2. In a truck, a platform provided with 4 -

plurality of eross—bars and: braces secured .
transversely across smd bars, certain of said

cross-bars being provided with concave faces

between sald blaces

3. In a truck, a plahform prowded W1th
Cr oss—ba,rs havmﬂ' cut-away pormons in bhen

673,247

upper faces, and braces secured trarisversely
across said bars and arranged at the edges of
the cut-away portions.

4, In a truck, a platformni provided with
cross-bars havmcr central concave recesses in

{ their upper faces, and braces secured trans-

Verselv across said bars and arranged at the
edges ‘of the CONCave recesses, and having

their inner edges,which are contlguous to said

recesses, cha,mfered -
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

myown I'have hereto affixed my swnature in

the presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES R. DOE.

Wltnesses'
E. G. LN,
A. L. PUNTOR"E.
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