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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, SAMUEL J. DUNKLEY,

city of Kalamazoo, in the county of Kalama-
z00 and State of Michigan, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Jars, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
olass jars, and more particularly to an im-
proved means of securing a cover or top on
such jars. |

The objects of the invention are, first, to

provide a fastening for the tops of glass jars

which can be easily applied and removed;
second, to provide a spring-fastening for the
tops of jars which readily springs into posi-
tion in applying the same, but wherein the
spring has a comparatively short leverage in
holding the top in position, so that while 1t 18
easy to apply it is very secure when in place

on the jar.
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- jar-top. Fig.5 is an illustration of a second
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Further objects will definitely appear in
the detailed description to follow. _

I accomplish the objects of my invention
by the devices and means described in this
specification. ‘

Theinvention is clearly defined and pointed
out in the clalims. |

A structure embodying my invention is
fully illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, in
which— - | -

Figurelis a plan view of a jar with my im-
proved fastening in its most approved form
in position. Fig. 2 is a detail sectional ele-
vation of the same, taken on line 2 2 of Fig.
1, the upper portion of the jar only being
shown. TFig. 8 is a view of the structure

slightly modified, the cover and flange of the

jar being slightly rounded. Fig. 418 a per-
spective view of the spring detached from the

modification, in which the fulcruming-point
is formed more especially by an annular ridge
in the cover. )

In the drawings all of the sectional views
are taken looking in the direction of the little
arrows at the ends of the section-lines, and
similar letters of reference refer to similar
parts throughout the several views.

Referring to the lettered parts of the draw-
ings, A is the jar, which is preferably formed

am——r r—

at the top with a broad neck, with a shoualder
at A -
B is the top or cover, made of glass and pro-
vided with a suitable rib on the under side to
press into the rubber gasket E. A small cav-
ity B' is in the center of the top of the cover.
The fastening is formed of a strip of spring-
steel folded downwardly at each end and
hooked under at n to engage beneath the
shoulder at A’ of the jar. At a short dis-
tance within the periphery of the top or cover
the spring receives a sharp beud 2 down-
wardly, which forms a fulerum at this point,
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on which the central portion « of the spring ~

acts to produce a strong leverage on the hook
portions 7 to retain the cover in position. In
the preferred construction a sharp depression
at r is made in the spring, which extends just
within the little cavity B’ and serves to pre-
vent the fastening being moved laterally off
from the-jar. A little ear n’' projects from
one end of the fastener for convenience in
withdrawing the fastening. | |

In Fig. 3 I show a modification which is not
provided with the abrupt depression B’ at the

center of the cover, and in Fig. 5 I illustrate

"still another modification, in which an annu-

Dby many users of the can.

lar ridge on the jar-top serves as a fulerum-
ing-point for the spring, although the spring

is bent downwardly at that point to engage

within the ridge and serve to retain the Spring
from lateral movement. Thisform hassome
advantages peculiar to itself and is preferred
It will be ob-

served that there is in this struecture no de-

\
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parture from the principle of the other strue-
tures, except that there is a slight change ot
form. -
Having thus described my fastener and jar,
I wish to state that it can be considerably
varied without departing from my invention
so long as a suitable curve at < or other de-
vice is provided whereby a fulerum is formed
for the fastening well out toward the periph-
ery of the cover. While the little ear n'

‘serves a very useful purpose, it can be omit-
ted and other devices used for removing the

The saume is true-of the indenta-
I illustrate this feature omitted

fastening.
tion at 7.

‘in Fig. 3; but of course when it is omitted 1tS

function of retaining the fastening in posi-
tion is also omitted.
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The same contoursof springs or fasteners
have shown might be preserved with wire;
but the flat spring will be preferred, because
it leaves a flat surface for packing the cans
away.

I have stated that my approved spring-fas-
tening is for use on glass jars. Itis obviously
applicable to jars of any material, and by re-
ducing the size it can be readily adapted for
use on bottles and by inereasing its length
and proportions could be used on much larger
packages than fruit-jars ordinarily are.

I have referred to the jar as being formed
with a shoulder. It is obvious that this
shoulder can be formed in any suitable man-
ner and need not extend entirely around the
Jar. It might be notched in.

Having thus desceribed myinvention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secare by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Inajar, thecombination of the body por-
tion A having a shoulder A’ toward the top:
a cover therefor having a depression B’ at the
center; and a fastener formed of spring-steel
formed into hooks n, n, at its ends and kinked
at 2 to form a fulerum and having a depres-
sion » to engage in the depression B’ of the
cover; and an ear n’ at one end to facilitate
the removal of the fastener all eoacting, for

30 the purpose specified.

2. In a jar the combination of the body por-

tion A having a shoulder A’ toward the top:
a cover therefor having a depression B’ at the
center; and a fastener formed of spring-steel
formed into hooks n, n, atits ends and kinked
at 2 to form a fulerum and having a depres-
sion 7 to engage in the depression B’ of the
cover, for the purpose specified.

5. In a jar, the combination of the body por-
tion A having a shoulder A’ toward the top;
a cover therefor; and a fastener formed of
spring-steel formed into hooks n, n, at its
ends and kinked downwardly at 7 to contact
with the cover toward each side to form ful-
crums, for the purpose specified.

4. In a jar, the combination of a body por-
tion having a shoulder toward its top; a cover
therefor; a spring - fastener with the ends
downwardly and inwardly curved to engage
thre said shoulder, the said top and spring be-
ing formed to contact at points toward the
ends of the fastener to form fulerums near
the periphery of the cover so that the pres-
sure for holding the cover in position is ap-
plied at the points of fuleruming as specified.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and sealin the presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL J. DUNKLEY. | L. S. |
Withesses:
S. A. EARL,

O118s A. EARL.
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