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fo all whom it ma,y CONCer: |
Be it known that we, LAFE SWANK and

- JoHN DWIGGINS, citizens of the United States,

10

residing at Anderson in the county of. Madl-

SOon end State of Iudlana, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Joints
for Metallic Fence-Posts; and we do declare

the following to be a full, elear and exact de-
seription of the mventwn queh as will enable

others skilled in the art to Whlch it appertains

to make and use the same.

- This invention relates to 1mpr0vements in

~ fences, and particularly to joints for metallic

fence-posts, the object of the invention being
“to provide a simple and effective joint con-

“nection between the parts of the posts, where-
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post embodying our invention.

by the same may be readily applied and re-
moved and yet are held seeurely ae:amst cas-
ual displacement. = -

To this end the invention consmts of cer-
tain novel features of construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of parts, as will be

“hereinafter more fully deseribed, and partle-

ularly pointed out in the claim.
- In the decompanylng drawings, Figuare 1 18
an elevational view of a fence-post embody
ing our invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tion through one of the joints on an enlarged
scale. Flﬂ' 3 is a horizontal section of the
same.

Referring now to the drawings, the nu-

meral 1 represents the base, 2 the ornamental

top, and 3 the picket rods or tubes, of a fence-
The upper
end of the base and lower end of the top are
each provided with a socket member 4, which
receives the connecting ends of the pleket—-

tubes, of which two, ar renﬂ'ed pera,llel with

each other, are employed.

Each socket member 4 is vertical and has
two receiving-sockets intersected by a hori-
zontal hole 5 disposed centrally thereof and
on a line between the ends of the picketrodsor
tubes. Through this hole is passed a key 6,
which extends between the rods or tubes end

" crowds the same in reverse directions out- |
wardly against the end walls of .the socket. |

(Mo model,)

Jhis key is prefela,bly tepered and when

driven through the hole 5 creases or mdents -

the tubes or rods, forming grooves or seats
in which it rests, and thus holds said rods or
tubes fir mly a,ﬂmnst displacement. DBy this

construction a simple and secure joint con-
nection is afforded,which permits of theready
disconnection of the parts when desired, but
p1 events casual separ ation thereof, and which
is neat and tasty in appearance, as no un-
sightly parts are exposed. The key may be
easily driven in by means of a h&mmer and

as readily removed by proper tools.

" The construction and mode of operation
will be readily understood from the forego-

ing deeerlptlen taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, and it will be seen

that a simple, Sefe, durable and
struction of joint 18 prowded While the

joint embodying our invention is primarily

designed for connecting the parts of fence-

-posts, it will of course be understood that it
‘may be employed in other fence parts and ac-

cessories without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

firm con-
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Having thus described onr invention, what

we elelm and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s—

A fence- -post comprising a base and a top
provided, respectively, at their upper and

transverse hole intersecting the boundary-
lines of said sockets, combined with a pair ot
tubes fitting within said. sockets, and keys
driven thloucrh the transverse holes of the
two socket members to groove said tubes and
simultaneously lock them to the base and top,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in presence of two. subeembmg wit-

| nesses.

'LAFE SWANK. -
J OHN DWIGGINS.
W1tnesses | - -
ALFRED ELLISON
Caas. R. BAGOT.

75

lower ends with socket members each having
two receiving-sockets formed therein with a
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