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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, JUNIUS B. IRVING, &
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding in Kansas City, in the county of Jack-
son and State of Missouri, have invented a

new and useful Improvement in Loose-Sheet .

Binders, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had therein to.the ac-
companying drawings, forming a partthereof.

My invention relates to improvements in
loose-sheet binders. It is designed particu-

larly as an improvement upon the invention

described in an application filed by me April
9, 1900, Serial No. 12,067, for an improve-
ment in loose-sheet binders. .

The object of my invention is to provide
detachable finger-holds that can be removed
from the resilient strip which is mounted on
the follower and engages the two posts on
which the follower is movable.

In constructions of binders in which the
finger-holds are not removable from the post-
engaging plate they form an obstruction to
the filing away in piles of the filled binders.

With my present invention when the binder

is filled and ready to file away with others
the finger-holds can be detached from the re-
silient post-engaging plate and will thus not
form an objectionable feature in placing the
binders in a pile. |

My invention comprises, further, a loose-
sheet binder comprising two posts secured

thereto, a follower on the posts, and a resili-
ent member secured to the follower and en-
gaging the posts and provided with two open-
ings or slots in which are mounted and remov-
able therefrom two finger-holds, means being
provided by which the finger-holds will not

. become detached during ordinary use.
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My invention provides, further, certain

novel features of construction hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed. |
- It comprises also a novel construction of

finger-hold and a novel construction for the |

resilient member. N

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate the application of my invention to &
loose-sheet binder, Figure 1 represents a ver-
tical cross-sectional view. Fig. 2 represents

a plan view of a portion of the upper sheet-
‘holding member and the hinged flap thereon. l

| Fig. 3 represents a plan view of the resilient

post-engaging member. Iig. 4 represents a
longitudinal sectional view of a portion of
the resilient member shown mounted on the
upper sheet-holding member or follower, the

regilient member being shown bent so that

the finger-hold may be detached therefrom.
Fig. 5 represents a cross-sectional vertical
view of the resilient member and one finger-

- hold, taken on the dotted line ¢ d of Fig. 2.
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Similar letters of reference indicate similar |

parts. o

- A indicates two vertical parallel posts se-
cured at their lower ends to the horizontal
base B, of any saitable material. Mounted

per side of which is secured a transverse re-
silient member D, preferably in the form of
a flat steel or brass plate secured by means
of the screws E, extending through the holes
G into the follower C. Each end of the mem-
ber D is provided with a noteh If, of any de-
sirable form. The notched ends are engaged,
respectively, with the posts A, and the dis-
tance between the notches being a trifie
oreater than between the posts A the resili-
ent strip D will normally be curved, as shown
in Fig. 1. In this position the member D
will hold the follower against retraction on
the posts A. | |

The upper ends of the posts A are provided

with notches H, preferably made by making

a peripheral groove in each post.

‘Upon the upper side of the member D, at
each side of the securing-screws K, is mount-
ed a finger-hold I, comprising, preferably, a
plate having an upwardly-curved portion,
from the lower end of which extends out-
wardly a horizontal portion provided at each

~on the two posts A is a follower C, to the up-
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side with a lateral projection K, which ex-

tends below the under side of the plate D and

is adapted to enter lateral noteches L, pro-

vided in the oufer end of a slot J, of which
one is provided at each side of the securing-
screws K in the plate D. The outer end of

the horizontal portion of each finger-hold is

provided on its under side with a notch M,
adapted when the finger-hold 1s. in position
on the plate D to engage the plate at the
outer end of the slot or opening J.

My invention is operated as follows: The
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the resilient member

thumb and forefinger of one hand of the op-
erator are used to compress the finger-holds
I toward each other, thus bending the resili-
ent member D until the ends thereof are free
from the posts A. The follower may then be
retracted on the posts and sheets inserted be-
tween the sheet-holding members B and C or
remmoved therefrom. The said members B
and C are preferably covered with cloth bind-
ing O, which forms a hinge between the flap
P and the follower C. When the binder has
been filled, the ends of the spring-strip D en-
ter the notches H, thus permitting the said
strip to lie flat upon the follower O and pre-
venting the follower from being forced of
posts A. Tt is desirable when the binder is
filled that the projections above the follower
be as short as possible, so that the binders
may be piled away in a compact space. In
order to accomplish this, the finger-holds are
removed as follows: A pencil or similar ar-
ticle N 18 inserted under the spring-strip D,
as shown in the drawings, Fig. 4, and the

outer end of the strip is bent downwardly

until the strip- D 1s released from the notch
M in the outer end of the finger-hold. The
finger-hold may then be moved outwardly in
the slot J until the lateral projections K are
opposite the recesses L, when the finger-hold
may be lifted out of engagement with the
strip D. The other finger-hold can then be
removed in the same manner. The pencilN
is then withdrawu, and the strip D will lie
flat upon the follower, and no projections will
appear above the follower except the screw-
heads K and the small rounded ends of the
posts A. T'o reinsert the finger-holds, it will
be obvious that the operation just described
may be reversed.

It is evident that my invention is subjec-
tive of many modifications without departing
from the spirit thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a resilient member secured to the fol-

lower and engaging the posts, two finger-

holds, and means for releasably securing the
finger-holds to the resilient member, substan-
tially as described.
- 2. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a member secured to the follower and
engaging the posts, two finger-holds for re-
leasing the said member from such engage-
ment, and. means for releasably securing the
finger-holds to the said member, substantially
as described. |

3. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,

two posts secured thereto, a follower on the

posts, a resilient member secured to the fol-
lower and engaging the two posts, and two
detachable finger-holds releasably secured to
for bending the said

member and thus releasing it from engage-
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ment with the posts, substantially as de-
scribed.

4. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a resilient plate secured to the follower
and normally engaging the two posts, and two
finger-holds detachably secured to the said
pla,te for bending the same aud releasing it
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from engagement with the posts, substan-

tially as described. ,

5. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a resilient member secured to the fol-
lower and normally engaging the two posts
and provided with two openings, two finger-
holds for releasing the said member from en-
gagement with the posts and disposed respec-
tively in the said two openings, and means
forreleasably securing the said finger-holdsin
the said openings, substantially as deseribed.

6. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a resilient plate secured to the follower
and normally engaging the two posts and pro-
vided with two openings, two finger-holds dis-
posed 1n the said openings and releasably se-
cured therein, substantially as described.

7. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a resilient member secured to the fol-
lower and normally engaging the two posts
and provided with two openings, two finger-
holds disposed in the said openings respec-
tively and provided with means for engaging
the resilient member, and means by which the
sald finger-holds may be released from the
sald member when the member is bent in the
proper direction, substantially as deseribed.

8. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a resilient plate secured to the follower
and normally engaging the two posts and pro-
vided with two slots each having two lateral
recesses, and two finger -holds disposed on top
of the said plate in the said slots 168pectwely
and provided each with two projections in-
sertible through the said recesses and engag-
ing the under side of the resilient plate, sub-
stantially as described. |

9. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, aresilient plate secured to the follower
and engaging the posts and provided with

' two openings, and two finger-holds dlsposed

respectively in the said two openings and
bearing on both sides of the resilient plate
and provided with means for preventing
movement of the finger-holds in the plate un-
less the plate is bent in the proper dir ection,
substantially as described.

10. A loose-sheet binder comprising a base,
two posts secured thereto, a follower on the
posts, a resilient plate secured to the follower
and normally engaging the two posts and pro-
vided each with an opening having two lat-
eral recesses, and two finger-holds on the top
of said resilient plate and provided with lat-
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eral projections insertible through the said
recesses and engaging the under side of the
plate and having also means for preventing

‘movementof the finger-holdsin the openings

unless the plate is bent in the proper direc-
tion, substantially as described.

11. A blank for a loose-sheet binder com-
prising a resilient plate having notehed ends,
a centrally-disposed securing-hole, and two
slots disposed one between each notched end

~and the securing-hole and each slot being pro-

vided with la,tera,l recesses, substa,ntla,lly as
described.

- 12. A finger-hold for a loose-sheet binder
comprising a plate- having an upwardly-
curved portion terminating at its lower end
with a horizontal portion, the horizontal por-
tion being provided with an end notch and
two lateral projections extending below the
under side of the plate, subst&ntla,lly as de-

. 8eribed.

13. In loose-sheet binders, a resilient plate
having notched ends and provided with two
‘slots each having lateral recesses, of two fin-
ger-holds each comprising a plate having an
upwardly-curved portion terminating at its
lower end with a horizontal portion which
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rests on the resilient plate the horizontal por-

tion being provided with lateral projections
insertible through the said recesses and ex-
tending below the resilient plate, substan-
tially as described.

14. In loose-sheet binders, the combination
with a resilient plate having notched ends
and provided with two slots each having lat-
eral recesses near its outer end, of two finger-
holds each comprising a plate having an up-
wardly -curved portion terminating at its
lower end with a horizontal portion which
rests on the resilient plate, the horizontal por-
tion of each finger-hold being provided with
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lateral projections insertible through the said

recesses and extending below the resilient
plate, each finger-hold havmg an end recess

for engaging the resilient plate and prevent- 45

ing movement of the finger-hold thereon sub-
stantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

‘name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

JUNIUS B. IRVING..
Witnesses:.

WARREN D. HoUsE,
WiLLiaMm Pirr.
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