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To all whom it may concerwn:
Be it known that I, PETER RILEY, a citizen

of the United States, residing at San Antonio,
in the county of Bexar and State of Texas,
have invented a new and useful Bit Attach-
ment, of which the followingisaspecification.

This invention relates to bit attachments,
and has for its object to provide improved
means for stopping runaway horses and to ar-
range for mounting the same upon a harness-
bit so as to be under the control of the driver
for convenient and effective operation when
required.
device out of the way, so as not to intertere

with the horse and the driving-reins, and to
~provide the device with means for pressing

against the nostrils of the animal, so as to

- stop his breathing, and thereby bring the ani-
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mal under control.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companyingdrawings,and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be made
within the scope of the claims without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing the application of the improved
device in its normal position. Fig. 2 is an
enlarged detail perspective view of the device
removed from the harness-bit. Kig. 3'1s a
longitudinal sectional view thereof.

Corresponding parts are designated by like
characters of referencein all of the figures of
the drawings. |

Referring particularly to Figs. 2 and 3 of
the drawings, 1 designates the hollow or tu-
bular substantially U-shaped casing, which
is provided with a longitudinal slot 2 in the
lower convex side and extends for about
one-half of the length of each side fhereof.
At or adjacent to the -opposite ends of the
casing there are provided the rearwardly-ex-
tending loops or rings 3 to embrace the re-
spective end portions of a harness-bit 4
(shown in Fig. 1) and inwardly from the bit-
rings, so as tosupport the device beneath the

It is further designed to have the.

—

| lower jaw of the animal. These loops are re-

movable, and each is of substantially U shape,
having its opposite ends formed into the re-
spective clamping bands or ¢lips 5, which em-
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brace the tubular casing and have their free

ends clamped to the adjacent side of the loop
by means of suitable secrew-threaded fasten-
ings 6, whereby the loops are both detachable
and adjustable longitudinally of the device.

Slidably received within each side or arm
of the casing is a bowed stem or rod 7, which
is gunided through ascrew-threaded plug 8, re-
movably fitted in the open outer end of the
arm. The outer end of the rod projects be-
yond the casing and is provided with a seg-
mental rounded or convex button or head 9,
which is designed to be forced against the
nostrils of the animal, as will be hereinafter

described. A lateral stud 10 is carried by
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the inner end of each yod and projects out-

wardly through the adjacent portion of the
slot in the casing and is designed to engage

a spring-catch 11 to normally hold the rod -

within the casing. The spring-catch 1s of
substantially U shape, having its opposite
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ends extended laterally outward, so as toform

the opposite catch-fingers 12, the latter being

bent or kinked intermediate of their ends, so
‘as to form seats for the reception of the outer
ends of the respective studs of the bowed

rods7. Inorder that thetension of thespring-
catch may be adjusted to take up wear, a
thumb-screw 13 passes through the inter-
mediate portion of the catch and engages a
band or ring 14, which embraces the inter-
mediate portion of the casing and is held fix-
edly thereto by means of a screw-eye 15. A
coiled spring 16 embraces the thumb-gerew
and bears in opposite directions against the
head of the adjusting-serew and the spring-
catch, whereby the latter is yieldingly held
in engagement with the studs and may be dis-
engaged therefrom by pulling outwardly upon
the spring-cateh. - As best shown in Fig. 2,
it will be seen that the screw-eye extends
rearwardly from the device, while the adjust-

ing thumb-screw and the catch are pendent

from the under side thereof, so as not to in-
terfere with each other. Opposite links 17

embrace the intermediate portion of thecatch
| and at opposite sides of the thumb-serew and
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are conhnected to a suitable strap 18, which | normally holding the members refracted, and 55

extends to the driver, whereby the catch may
be released by pulling upon the strap.

In order that the bowed rods or stems may
be automatically forced outwardly when re-
leased from the catch, each rod is surrounded
by a coiled spring 19, having its inner end
fixed to the rod, as indicated at 20, and its
outer end fixed to the adjacent plug, as shown
at 21, so that when the catch is released the
rods will be simultaneously thrown outwardly
under the action of the contracting springs,
so as to firmly grip the nostrils of an animal,
thereby interfering with his breathing.

In the application and operation of the de-
vice the suspending rings or loops 3 are fitted
to the opposite ends of a harness-bit, as indi-
cated 1n Fig. 1 of the drawings, so that the
major portion of the device is suspended be-
neath the lower jaw of the animal and as-
sumes a substantially vertical position. A
suitable strap 22 is then connected to the
screw-eye 15 and the throat-latech 23 of the
bridle,soas to prevent thelower end of the de-
vice swinging forward upon its pivotal con-
nection W‘lt-h the bit, which might catch the
heads of the rods in the blb-unﬂ's or other

parts of the bridle. Tothrow the devme into
operation, the strap 13 is pulled, thereby
swinging the rear or lower end of the device

rearwmdl y, s0 as to bring the heads or but-
tons 9 opposite the nostrils of the animal, in
which position the pull on the strap will re-

lease the cateh and the rods will be forced

outwardly, thereby thrusting the bu ttons into
the nostrils of the animal a,nd cutting off his
breath, whereby the animal will be blought
under control.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that the present device can be applied
to any ordinary bit without requiring any
changes in the same or in the bridle, and,
moreover, 1t 1s arranged so as to be out of the
way of the reins and eannot be entangled in
any part of the bridle.

What is claimed is—

1. The combination with a bit, of

a, sub-

stantially U-shaped tubular casing pivotally
pendent from the opposite ends of the bit, a
longitudinally-slidable nostril-engaging mem-
ber mounted within each tubular side of the
casingand arranged to be projected outwardly
through the open end of the casing, actuat-
ing-springs for the said members, means for

a releasing-trip therefor,

2. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a substantially U-shaped tubular casing,
having means for connection with a harness-
bit, opposite nostril-engaging meimbers tele-
scoping within the opposite sides of the cas-
ing, springs housed within the casing and
normally holding the members retracted, a
single catceh device located between the inner
ends of the members, and a trip device con-
nected to the cateh.

3. Adeviceof the class described, compris-
ing a substantially U-shaped casing, having

‘a longitudinal slot in its convex side, op-

posite bit - engaging devices, opposite rods
housed within the casing, heads or buttons
upon the outer endsof the rods, studs carried
by the inner ends of the rods and slidably
engaging the slot, contractive coiled springs
connected to the respective rods and the cas-
ing, a substantially U-shaped spring-catch
located between the inner ends of the rods,
and having its opposite ends bent laterally
outward in opposite directions forming catch-
fingers each of the latter having an interme-
diate seat for the reception of the adjacent
stud, an adjusting thumb - screw passing
through the intermediate portion of the
spring-catch and carried by the casing, and a
coiled spring encircling the screw and bear-
Ing in opposite directions against the head
thereof and the spring-cateh, and a strap or
the like connected to the spring-catch.

4, The combination with a harness-bridle,
and the bit thereof, of a casing pivotally
pendent from the opposite ends of the bit and
normnally hanging in a substantially upright
position, a flexible brace-strap between the
lower end of the casing and the throat-latch
of the bridle, opposite nostril-engaging memn-
bers mounted apon the casing, and a com-
bined tilting and member-operating device
connected to the lower portion of the casing,
whereby the latter is designed to be tilted
Into 1t8 operative position and the members
are actuated.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

PETER RILEY.

Witnesses:

W. W. AVEY,
B. W. MASTERSON.
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