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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, WALLACE L. SELLECK, a
citizen of the United States ,residing at Platte-
ville, in the' county of Gr'a,nt and State of Wis-
consin, have invented a new and useful Ex-
tensible Base for Printing-Forms, of which
the following is a specification..

The plesent invention relates to baﬁ;es for
electrotype or stereotype plates; and the ob-
ject thereof is to provide an improved article
of this character that may be lengthened or
shortened, as may be desired, to fill out or
make up the column without the necessity
of euttmg and fitting small sections or units,
as is usually necessary in this kind of work.

In order that the invention may be readily
understood, the prefervsed form of construc-
tion 1is 111ustra,1;ed in the accompanying draw-
ings and described in the following specifica-
tlon of which said drawings form a part, and
1n Whlch-—- |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a column
of bases, showing the improved construction
applied thereto. Fig. 2 is alongitudinal sec-
tional view, on an enlarged scale, of the ex-
tensible base. Fig. 31s a perspective view of
the two sections in detached position.

Similar numerals of reference demgnate
corresponding parts in all the figures of the
drawings.

In the construction shown in the accom-
panying drawings the improved base is made
in two sections 10 and 11. Each of these sec-
tions is preferably in the form of a hollow
boxing, the width of which is equal to the
width of the column in which it is to be used,
and comprises parallel side walls 12, a flat up-
per face 13, and an end wall 14, whwh 1s in-
set from the end edges of the 31des and top.
These end walls are arranged adjacent to each
other, and one is prowded with a horizontally-
projeeting locking-stem 15, one face of which
is provided with a- series of ratchet-teeth 16.
The end wall of the other section has a central
opening 17 for the reception of the locking-
stem 15, and a holding-ledge 18 is pmwded
at one side of this opening and is adapted to
be engaged by the ratchet-teeth 16 of the
stem. This ledge is preferably in the form

of a separate plate secured across one portion

of the opening and may be of harder material

| strain and wear at this point.

- The opening
17 18 large enough to permit the free passage
of the locking-stem; but the ledge is so ar-

ranged that when the sections are resting

upon a level surface it will engage one of the

ratchet-teeth.

In using the devicethe ordinary non-exten-

sible base units are first placed in position

until the column is nearly full. The exten-
sible base is then inserted and the sections
are separated until the column is completed.
The holding-ledge will engage the proper

‘ratchet-tooth, and thus sec¢urely hold the sec-

tions from bemﬂ* forced together, and all

downward pressure upon the seetlons will

only tend to foree the same into tighter en-
gagement.

By this means it will be seen that a simple
and Imexpensive device is provided that will
obviate the necessity of fitting separate units
or furniture and may be readily applied and
adjusted to the variouslengths needed. Fur-

| thermore, the device may be used for filling

various blank spaces and in connection with
the nsual furniture now employed in making

up blank places in job-forms.

From the foregoing it is theught that the
construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herem described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further deseription, and it will be under-
stood that various changesin the size, shape,
proportion, and minor detailsof construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having now described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and deswe to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A dewce of the class described, compris-
ing two sections, one of which is provided
Wlth a loekmﬂ-stem having a plurality of
teeth, the other being provided with a hold-
ing- ledge adapted to engage the teeth of the
100k1ng stem to hold the secblons in fixed
spaced position.

2. A device of the class desenbed eomprls-

‘ing a pair of sections, each of which consists

of a hollow boxing havmﬂ' a plate-supporting
face on its upper side, one of said- sectmns
having a pI‘OJEGtII]ﬂ‘ 1ock111g stem, arranged

than the section 1tself so as to withstand the | to operate in the opposite section, sald stem
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being provided with a plurality of ratchet-
teeth, the other section having a ledge adapt-
ed to engage the teeth of the loekmn'-stem to
hold the sections in fixed spaced relatwn

3. A device of the class described, compris-

ing a pair of sections having end walls ar-

ranged adjacent to each othel the end wall
of one section being plox*lded with a rigid
projecting locking-stem having a plumhm of
teeth, the wall of Lhe other seetlon having an
opening to receive the locking-stem and be-

ing provided w1th a separate ledge adapted
to engage the teeth of said stem to hold the
sectlons in spaced relation.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 15
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WALLACE L. bELLEQK

Witnesses:
GEORGE M. EDWARDS,
URBAN STEIL.
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