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"UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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To all whom it mw}; CONCErT:

Be it known that I, GEORGE BENJAMIN ED-
GAR, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lawrence, in the county of Douglas and State

of Kansas, haveinvented certain new and use-

fal Improvements in Seals for Locks; and Ido
hereby declare thefollowing to be afull, clear,
and exactdescription of theinvention, such as

- will enable others skilled in the art to which it

1O

IS

20

30

35

40

45

5O

appertains to make and use the same.

- My invention relates to improvements. in
freight-car locks and seals, especially those
designed for railway-cars, and has for its ob-

ject a lock with a seal which, while composed -

of few parts, can be manufactured at a com-

paratively slight expense, isdurable in char-

acter, and efficient in operation; and for this

purpose it consists of the combination and ar-

rangement of parts hereinafter set forth.

- In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, Figure 1 repre-
sents a tront view of a car seal-lock embody-
Ing my invention. Kig. 2 represents a cen-
tral vertical section on line x z, Fig. 1. Fig.
3 represents a face view of the rear portion
of the frame with inclosed spring. FKig. 4 rep-
resents a perspective view of the locking-bar
with eross-bar and loop thereon. Hig. 5.rep-
resents a face view of the plate or seal de-
tached from the frame, and Fig. 6 represents a
sectional view of the bolt and adjacent parts.

Similar characters designate like parts in
the several figures.

A designates the frame of the device, com-
posed of two main parts 3 and C, respectively.
The front part or portion B of the frame has
secured to its face, on the sides thereof, the
pieces D D, the inner walls of which having
overhanging edges, forming the ways K E for
the locking seal or plate F. One end of the
recess or passage E’ between the said pieces
D D is open for the admission of the said seal
F, while the other end is closed by a cross-
piece G, likewise secured to the front face ot
the portion B of the frame. 'I'he rear sur-
face of the said partion B is provided with
the two parallel beads or ribs H H, which con-
tact with the inner face of the side walls of the
portion C, 80 as to prevent any lateral move-
ment of the said parts B and C when 30111@(:1

ings K in the corners of said parts. Movable
longitudinally in the said frame A is the lock-
ing-bar M, which extends through said frame
and has on its rear portion a groove M’, In
which is seated the cross-bar N when the seal
Fissecured in place. Rigidly connected with
the said eross-har is the loop or staple O,which
is adapted to pass up into the slot or groove

71 in the seal K, coinciding with a slot in the
-front portion B of the frame and be flush

with the face of said seal when the latter is
locked 1n place. Within said rear portion C
is a spring-plate P, adapted to bear against
the cross-bar N, and thereby force said sta-
ple into said slot fof the seal. Thesaid spring
is held in place by a keeper p', secured to the
part C, which engages in an opening in one
end of the said spring. A spring-bolt Q, se-
cured in the portion B of the frame, is nor-

mally adapted to enter the slot or groove /'
in the plate F, so as to engage the loop or

staple O when therein, holding it from dis-
placement, and thereby preventingany move-
ment of the locking-bar M. The upper end
of the seal F is slotted or grooved at ' to per-
mit the movement of the projection ¢ on the
bolt. The inner portion of the frame C is
provided with cross-pieces or walls R R, be-
tween which and the side walls of said frame
the cross-bar N is uorma]ly held at right am-
gles to the locking-bar M.

‘When the plate or seal I is secured 1n place

in the lock, the slot ' is filled with cement

or glass, so ‘that any tampering with the lock
is readily known. By having the one end of
the passage K’ open the broken pieces of the
seal when destroyed readily escape there-
from without necessitating the trouble of re-
moval by hand..

The manner of operation of the device will
be readily apparent from the description al-
ready given. The frame A is secured to the
casing of a car to the left of the door, and
when a hasp on the door is placed over 2 Sta-
ple on the casing below the lock the lower

end of the locking-bar M is passed through-

the said staple over the hasp, thus holding
the latter in place and the car-door thereby
closed. The bar M is engaged by the cross-
bar N, and the loop or staple O, which is held

together by bolts J, which pass through open- | by the bolt Q, holds the seal F securely in
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place, and the fact of the locking of the car
is readily apparent by the appearance of the
loop orstaple flush with the face of the seal F.
Having thus described my invention, what
I desire to secure by Letters Patent 1s—
1. In a device of the character described, a
frame with a face receptacle therein, a lock-

. ing-bar, a cross-bar provided with a loop en-

1o

20

30

35

gaging said bar, a plate or seal fitting in said
face receptacle and provided with an open-
ing to receive said loop and a spring-bolt
adapted to engage said loop said parts being
combined substantially as described.

2. In a device of the character desceribed, a
frame with a face receptacle therein, a lock-
ing-bar in said frame, a cross-bar provided
with a loop engaging said locking- bar, a
spring bearing against said cross-bar, a seal
fitting in said face receptacle and provided
with a slot adapted to receivesaid loop and a
bolt engaging said loop.

3. In a device of the character deseribed a
sectional frame consisting of front and rear
portions, guideways forming a receptacle on
said front portion, a locking-bar extending
through said frame, a eross-bar provided with
a loop in said frame engaging said locking-
bar, a spring in said rear portion bearing
against sald cross-bar, a seal having an open-

ing to receive said loop and having 1ts face

flush therewith when locked to said frame,
and locking means for said loop, said parts
being combined, substantially as deseribed.

4, In a device of the character described, a
frame with a face receptacle, a slotted seal
fitting in said receptacle, a spring-pressed
loop adapted to enter said slotted seal, a lock-

ing-barengaged by a cross-bar connected with |

672,853

said loop, and means for locking said loop in
fixed position.

5. In a device of the character described, a
frame with a face receptacle, a lockmﬂ*-bar in
said frame, a spring-pressed loop held in said
frame, a seal fitting in said face 1eceptacle
with a groove therein adapted to receive said
loop sald loop having means connected there-
with for engaging said bar locking the same,
and a locking-bolt for said loop, said parts be-
ing combined substantially as deseribed.

6. In a device of the character described a
frame, a locking-bar with a groove therein, a
cross-bar adapted to enter said groove and
hold said locking-barin fixed position, a loop
on said eross-bar ~embr acing saidlocking-bar,
a spring in said frame bearing against said
cross-bar, a seal having a groove t.herein to
receive said loop and a spring-bolt in said
frame adapted to engage said loop, said parts
being combined substantially as described.

7. In a device of the character described, a

frame having a face receptacle, a seal fitting

in said receptacle and provided with a trans-
verseslotand a groove, alocking-bar, aspring-
pressed cross-bar engaging said locking-bar
and provided with a loop entering said slot,
and a spring-bolt engaging said loop and pro-
vided with a projection guided in the said
oroove, said parts being combined substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE BENJAMIN EDGAR.

Witnesses:
MARY ANN EDGAR
WM. SIMMONS. |
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