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To all whom zot ma,y CONCETTL:
Beitknown that I, ADOLPH MARTIN SMITZ,

residing atDepere in the county of Brown"-
~and State of Wisconsin, have made certain
‘new and useful Implovements in Folding

Catafalques, of which the following is a speci-

- fication.

In Catholic ehurehes when a funeral serv-

S ice is performed without the presence of the
e 10

corpse a so-called “cata,falque ” is sometimes

~used, the same being set in the place that

- 20

a pall.
tion on line 2 2 of Fig. 1.

would be normally occupled by the coiiin,
which it resembles in form,and being covered

‘with a pall, so that it mmula,tes the appear-

ance of a coffin. I have devised animproved
construction of such catafalque, whereby it

- is adapted to be folded so as to occupy small
. . space and to be conveniently handled and
- stored, as hereinafter described, and illus-

trated in the aceomp&nwn‘g dmwmgs, in

- which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the cata-
falque set up as in use and partly covered by
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sec-
Fig. 3 is a per-

. ‘spective view of the ca,tafalque folded. Nig.
~ 41s a side view of a portion of the catafalque,

showing it partly collap%ed
The catafalque is composed of two similar

”mam frames A and A’ and a series of hinged
-~ and folding frames B and C, which connect

 the former, as shown. The %&Id main frames

" constructed of side bars, end bars, and trans-
- verseconnecting-bars . The folding frames
- Band C are made of two like rectangular

- parts hinged together and hinged to the main

A Aare oblanﬂ' and rectangular, having in
practice about the relative 1@110'1:11 and width

of a coffin of usual proportlons They are

frames A A', so that they may stand erect,
as in Figs. 1 and 2, or may told inward a,nd

lie doubled one part upon the other, as shown

| in Fig. 3. A folding frame C is arranged
transversely at each end of the main frames
A A, and one, B, is arranged-at the middle

of tne main fra,mes, on each side thereof.

~ Thus there are two folding frames B B oppo- |
.. - site each other at the middle and sides of the

~ catafalque and two similar ones C C opposite
ea,eh otherat the ends of the same.

Asshown, |

| the leaf-hinges b employed are arranged on

the outer sides of the folding frames B C,
whereby the latter are adapted to fold in-
ward (see Fig. 4 and arrows in Fig. 2) and to
lie flush, as shown in Fig. 3, in the spaces
provided in the respective main frames A A’
between the side, end, and cross bars ¢ of the
latter.

T'o set up the catafalque, it is laid horizon-
tal 1n the collapsed form shown in KFig. 3 upon
foldable stools or other pedestals ordinarily
employed by undertakers,and the upper main
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frame A is then raised from the lower end A’

until the folding frames B and C assume a
vertical position, as in Fig. 1. Since the ad-
Jacent middlie bars of the folding frames B
C in such case abut squarely like the mem-
bers of a rule-joint, the said frames will main-
taln such verticeal position, and thus support
the upper main frame as required. The ex-

panded structure being then covered with a -

pall «, as indicated in Fig. 1, the semblance
of a coffin thus draped is obviously produced.

When collapsed,as in Fig. 3, the catafalque
may be easily handled and hung up upon
nalls, brackets, or other form of supports or
may be otherwise stored or packed in small
space.

What I claim is—

1. A collapsible eatafalque comprising two
main parts or frames having spaces as speci-
fied and a series of connecting-frames which
are hinged to and adapted fo fold into said
spaces In the main frames, substantially as
shown and described.

2. A collapsible catafalque comprising two
main skeleton frames having like proportions
and provided with spaces as specified, and a
series of like foldable frames, which consist
of two parts hinged together and to the re-
spective main frames, at the inner edges of
the latter, whereby they are adapted to fold
flat together, so as to lie flush in spaces of
the main frames, as shown and desecribed.

Dated at Depere, Wisconsin, February 23
1900.

ADOLPH MARTIN SMITZ.

Witnesses:

J. H. GLOUDEMANS,
M. J. MAEs.
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