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To all whom A7 ma,y COMLCEFTL:

Be it known that I, CHARLES K. PARKER a

: cltlzen of the United States, residing at Som-
-~ erville, in the county of Mlddlesex State of
5 Massachusetts, have invented a certain new
‘and useful Improvement in Lasts for Use in
the Manufacture of Rubber Shoes, of which
~the following is a. Speelﬁea,twn reference be-
.. Ing had therem to the eeeempenylnw draw-

In the manufecture of boots or shoes formed
wh_olly or partially of rubber the boots or

. shoes are subjected to heat in the process of

vulcanizing. A lastis employed upon which

:-l:;-f';' 1 5 each ‘boot or shoe is built up preparatory to

" being vulcanized. When wooden lasts are
used they erumble and shrink as a result of
the heet to which they are subjected, and

- thus the last deteriorates, while the size of |
20 the boot or shoe pmdueed on a given last va-

' ries considerably, according to the extent to
- which the last has been used, which is ob-
Jectleneble Lasts formed. from wood are also
_liable to erack and split and to become more

n 5 or less distorted out of shape.

My invention has for its object to provide
“a last which shall be free from the eb;jecmons
above noted.. |

In the fellowmg deserlptlon in whlch ref-
erenee is made to the accompanying draw-

mge, T have fully set forth my invention, and

' ~ in the claims at the close of this speelfieetlon

- I have pointed out and clearly defined the
| throughout the whole length of the post 7, a
long bearing is had on each pin and the last

" novel features thereof.
i if;.'f.;fé--;'_.--35 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a
S 131011 of a last embodying my invention.

- Fig. 3 is & eeemenal detml showing a modifi-

GELTJOD. S

My 1mproved leet is formed in two parts,

4
T herem a top part A and a bottom part B,

which are separated from each other, as m-— ..

dled,ted by the line 2. Each of these parts

-is preferably formed by casting, the metal

ﬁ-:iﬁjéfi 4'5 employed being an alloy of aluminium, which

-forms a light strong casting, that is particu-
- larly desirable for thls use. In casting the
‘part B a metal rod or strut 3 may be plaeed
in the core, s0 as to become incorporated Iin

S ;50 the ca stmg and serve to strengthen the shell

~or part B at the ball portion of the last, al-
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a side eleva-
Fig.
oL 2 18 a eentml lengthwise section thereof.

1

though this rod is not necessary as a part of
the last in all cases. For the purpose of se-
curing the parts A and B together the part
B is provided interiorly with preferably four
projections or lugs 5, two of said lugs being
on each side of the last. These lugs project
above the line 2, which indicates the upper
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| edge of the part B, and their upper ends pro-

ject over and lie against the inside of the 6o
part A. Screws 6 are then passed through
the part A from the outside thereof and
through each of the lugs 5, thus firmly secur-
ing part A to the part B. The part A is
formed with one or more downwardly - pro-
jecting posfs 7, which are cast tubular or
drilled lengthwise, as at 8, forming sockets
integral with said part A for the reception of
the pins on which the last is supported dur-
ing the vulcanizing operation. When the
shoe is ready for vulcanizing, a series there-
of is placed side by side on bars, each bar
being provided with a series of pins formed
and arranged to fit the holes 8. A number
of these bars are arranged on a truck or car-
riage, sothat they may be conveniently placed
in or withdrawn from the vulcanizing-oven.
For economy of room, d&c., the shoes are
placed near together on the bars and they re-
quire to be held firmly in position, lest they 8o
should touch, and thus become vulcanized

together. By providing two holes in each

last the last may be set on two pins, and thus

held securely. As each of the holes 8 extends
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secured against tilting or lateral movement.
It is not necessary that two tubular posts 7
be provided in each last, one of said posts
being in most cases sufficient. When only
one tubular post 7 is employed, there will be
simply a pin-receiving hole through the top
of the part A at the point where the other
post is shown in the drawings. (See Fig. 3.)
I provide a slot 9 in the rear or heel end 05
of the portion A. T'he said slot is designed
to receive the edge of a supporting-bar which,
under certain conditions, 1s used in place of
the bar with pins. The said slot 1s Ineclined,
S0 as to cause the last when on the bar to be 100
held at an angle or incline.
By providing each last with the holes 3, as
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‘also with the slot 9, 11: may be used with either | a supporting bar or ba,rs, substantm,lly as de- 20

form of bar.
What I claim is—
- 1. The improved hollow metallic last, con-

3 sisting of two parts, integral edge portions

whlch overlap the meetmg edges of the said

parts, whereby the assembling of the said-
parts:s facilitated,.and securing.devices en- .

gaging with the overlappm portions to anite

the parts, one of said parts having one or
~more integral sockets -for the reception of a:
supporting bar or ba,rs, substantially as de-

. _scrlbed

2. The 1mproved hollow metallic last, con-
sisting of two parts,one thereof having around |
its edge projecting portions which overlap the
edge. of the other, screws engaging with said .

- projecting portmns to:unite the pa,rts and.one

or more mtegra,l sockets for the reception of|

.l

.

scribed. |
3. The improved hollow metallic last, ¢on-

sisting of two parts,one thereof having around
its edge projecting portions which fit within

and overla,p the edge of the other, whereby

the assembling of bhe said parts:is faclllta,ted
screws engaging with said projecting por-

tions to unite the parts, and one or more in-
wardly-extending tubular posts integral with

one of the said parts, substa,nnla,lly as de-.

scribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature -

in presence of two witnesses.
'C‘ARLES F. PARKER.

Witnesses:
WM. A. MACLEOD,
CHAS. F. RANDALL
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