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To al { w}'fwm it Mmay concer:

Beitknownthatl, LEVI ROADHOUSE a Citl-
zen of the United Stdte% residing at Belmt
in the county of Rock and State of Wiscon-

“8in, have invented certam new and usefual Im-
. p_rovementq in Shoes, of which the following

- 1s a specification, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings.
- One object.of my mventwn is to provide a
fastener for shoes, which may be quickly un-

~done to permit the speedy removal of the shoe

in'ease of a(,eidenb thuq malmw the shoe par-

L Workers a,nd obherq WhO are engaged in ) dan-
o T5
. - In rolling-mill work it frequently happens

gerous work and are exposed t0 accidents.

. that molten metal is spilled upon the feet of

the workmen, rendering it necessary to re-

- move the shoe instantly in order to avoid se-

rious burning. Wherelaced or buckled shoes

- are used, the laces or buckles must first be

, . ..II'I.:I ; | o 3(} .

‘undone, occasioning more or less delay, the

wearer being meanwhile subjected to the ac-
tion of the hot metal. Furthermore, a shoe
which may be readily fastened and unfas-
tened without consuming any considerable

-~ .. amount of time is deumble on wenelal prin-
et clples

My invention further has for its object to

ﬁprowde a shoe in which' the opening usually
left in the fromt.of the upper will be closed

- ~when the shoe is fastened, thereby protecting

.+ the foot from injury and flOIIl the water in

. caseof rain.
35
- vide means for adjusting the fastening de-

A further object of : my invention is to pro-

vices so that the shoe may be made to fit

- snugly around the ankle.

g0

I accomplish these: objects as hereinafter
specified and as illustrated in the drawings.

That which I regard as new will be set forth
1n the claims. |

In the drawings, F]gure- 1 is a perspective

- view of :a shoe. . Fig. 2 is a eross-section of

45

the front part of the quarter showing theshoe
fastened. Flﬂ' 5 18 an edge view of one of

the catches. Flh 4 18 a pla,n view thereof;

and Fig. 5 is a view of the inside of one end

~ of the quarter showing the catch in place.

- 50

. vamp, and K the quarter. As illustrated in
the drawings, the quarter is secured to the |

~Referring to the dra,Wan'S, a indicates the

| the vamp, except at its ends, which are loose,
forming flaps d e, the flap d being arranged

to fold over upon the flap ¢, as illustrated in
Fig. 2. The flap d carries a series of catches
f, which are secured to the flap near its edge
and project backwardorinward,asillustrated
in Figs. 2 and 5. The catehes f are curved to
conform somewhat to the shape of the instep,
and the free ends or bills of the catches are
bent slightly toward the flap, to which they
are secured, as shown at ' in Fig. 2, the ob-
ject of this arrangement being to prevent any
accidental detachment of the catehes. At
thelir opposite ends the catches are provided
with wings g, which afford a broader base for
securing them to the flap, as shown in Hig. 5.
The cateches f are secured to the flap d by
sewing or other convenient means, so as to
leave that part of the catches from the wings g
to the point /' free, as shown in Figs. 2 and 5.
The bills of said catches, while curved, ex-
tend in substantially the plane of the wings g.
The catches f are adapted to engage suitable

retaining devices carried by the flap e, which

retaining devices consist, in the construction
1illustrated, of a series of loops i, formed by
running a lace through a series of holes 2 in
the flap ¢, one end of the lace being secured
at the lower end of the flap and the other end
at the upper end thereof, as shown. The up-
per end of the lace is secured so as to be read-
ily unfastened, so that the looped portions of
the lace may be made longer orshorter, there-
by increasing or red ucing the size of the loops
and providing for the adjustment of the quar-
ter to the foot. The effective part of the
catehes fis that part which projects from the
wings g, and the catches are sosecured to the
flap d that when said flap is folded over upon
the flap e the winged portion g or the point
at which the catches f are secured to the flap
d will extend slightly beyond the loops &, as
shown in Fig. 2. DBy this construction the
strain of the flap d is received by the catches
f at the base, and such strain acts to hold
the flaps more tightly together instead of to
detach the catches, as would be the case 1f
the strain were sustained by the catches near
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their points. Atthe same time the points of

the bills'may be moved away from the upper
to permit the catch to be released. _
In operation the shoe is secured by bend-
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ing the flap d, as illustrated in Fig. 1, to throw
the points or bills of the cateches f outward.
The flap d-is then carried over the flap e un-
til the points of the catches project beyond
the loops A, when the end of the flap d is

turned over upon the flap e, as shownin Fig.

2, throwing the catches into the loops. This
operation may be performed very expedi-

tiously, as.-the catches may all be engaged at:
To unfasten

substantially the same time. _
the shoe, it is necessary only to take the flap

d by the upper corner thereof and turn it

forcibly outward, which action will move the
points of the bills away from the upper and
disengage all the catches from the loops and
permit the shoe to be removed. When the
flap d is turned over upon the flap ¢, as shown
in Fig. 2, there is no opening for the admis-

sion of water and the foot is thoroughly pro-

tected in front.
While my improved fastening devices are

- particularly adapted for use on shoes, they
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may be used on any article which fits closely
upon a form. o

That which I claim as, my invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A shoe having an overlapping quarter,
one or more catches carried on the innersur-
face of the overlapping portion of the quar-
ter, said catches consisting of bills secured
to the quarter near the edge of the overlap-

ping portion thereof and projecting inward

from the attaching member, and a retaining
device carried by the overlapped portion of
the quarter and adapted to receive said bill

or bills, and to fit closely in the angle formed
by the bill and the quarter, adjacent to the

point at which the bill is secured to the quar-
ter, substantially as described.

2. A shoe having an overlapping quarter,
one or more catches carried on theinner sur-
face of the overlapping portion of the quar-
ter, sald catches consisting of bills secured
to the quarter near the edge of the overlap-
ping portion thereof and projecting inward

from the attaching member, said bills being |

curved near their free ends to:present a cori-
cave surface longitudinally of the bill next
to that portion of the quarter to which they
are secured, and a retaining device carried
by the overlapped portien of the quarter and
adapted to receive said bill or bills, and to fit
closely in the angle formed by the bill and
the quarter, adjacent to the point at which

the bill is secured to the quarter, substan-
tially as described.

3. A shoe having an overlapping quarter,

{ one or more catches carried on the inner sur-

face of the overlapping portion of the quar-
ter, said catches consisting of bills secured
to the quarter near the edge of the overlap-
ping portion thereof and projecting inward
from the attaching member, and a retaining
device carried by the overlapped portion of
the quarter and adapted to receive said bill
or bills, and to fit closelyin the angle formed
by the bill and the quarter, adjacent to the
point at which the bill is secured to the quar-
ter, sald retaining device consisting of one
or more flexible loops, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. A shoe having an overlapping quarter,
one or more catches carried on the inner sar-
face of the overlapping portion of the quar-
ter, sald catches consisting of bills secured
to the quarter near the edge of the overlap-
ping portion thereof and projecting inward
from the attaching member, and a retaining
device carried by the overlapped portion of
the quarter and adapted to receive said bill
or bills, and to fit closely in the angle formed
by the bill and the quarter, adjacent to the
point at which the bill issecured to the quar-
ter, said retaining device consisting of one or
more flexible loops,said retaining device heing
adjustable to vary the size of said loops, sub-
stantially as described.

LEVI ROADHOUSE.

Witnesses:
F. R. CHENEY,
W. S. SHARP.
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