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' .'_-Ta all whom it may concern:

"Beitknown thatI, WALTER S. DobD, a citi-

'-.?en of the United Sta,tes, residing at Wren-

o “tham, county of Norfolk, State of Massachu-

| -setts, have invented an Improvement in De-

.. vices for Handling Several Card-Trays To-

.: gether, of which the following description, in |

:' _conuecm on with the accompanying drawings,
o isa speclﬁeablon like 1etters on the drawmws

-_{recpr'esentmw like parts.

My inventionisa mulmﬁle handler particu-

fﬁlarly mtended for faclhta,blnn' the work of
;_é;ﬂf;;la,rﬂ'e offices. o

... Tecor ds are kept by the eard system a large
-...... number of file-holders or card-trays are neces-

:-:'?_ffl:fi;-f:f‘;._-!lf:i'_;.*:f;':S&I'lly employed, and these have to be put in

In various lmes of busmess where the ac-

'counts and other kinds of bookkeeping and

. thesafeeverynightand gotoutevery morning

zoto be distributed to the various desks requir-

;Ilé;gff':"-I:f':.-':;;:ﬂ'-":;"55;:1]1g them, the result being not only a great

“amount of labor in sepdra,tely h&ndlmn' all

.fj?-}'*Ef;"fi:-;;i.:.:;;.a-;'the in dwldual trays, but many accldents and
T '.i.jobher inconveniences result, and accordingly

I have devised an appamtus wherebyany de-

.7 sired number of trays may be simultaneously

,’-:j;w1thd1awn from the safe or other receptacle
. and carried together for distribution, if de-

i -’;};;i'f:?"-f;;;ii;,il'-._f,_swed or, if preferred, a series thereof may be

30

placed in a large distributing-case and car-

.1 ried where demred the reverse operation be-
. .ing performed wheu the trays are to be gath-

40

;i5";5{5;:.;?;Qj_fjf.f:f;__.j"'_jered up, at which time the trays are received
.. by the primary supporting device, and the
P 1
- ,are placed in the dlstributmﬂ'-oase to be car-
i?ff'?'.fff'f‘?éffﬁ.f}}’jgl'led back to the safe.

various supporting devices with their loads

The various- detalls of my invention and

. further advantages thereof will be more fully
-40 pointed out in the course of the following de-

Ao seription, ‘reference belng had to the accom-

panying drawings, in which I ha,ve ﬂlustrated |
:-j?;-f- --.;__one form of my mventwn

In the. drawmgs Figure. 1 isa perspective

45 view of a cabinet or suitable receptacle, show-
R ,._;;mcr a full cnmplement of trays in various po-

sitions and illustrating the application there-

" _toof a portion of my invention, one set of
::;.;._--._-:_-:;_-_;'_tpa,y,s, ;]ust bemg withdrawn and another set

5 o
Fw 2 13 a perspectwe vmw of one of the sup- k

being in position for insertion in the cabinet.

porting devices or carrying-boards.
is a perspective view of a carrying-case, partly
loaded. |

The cabinet or standard case A and the va-
rious card trays or files a, arranged to be kept
therein, are of any usual or preferred kind,
and for the purposes of this specification the

Fig. 8
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cabinet A may be considered to represent

shelves in a filing-vault or safe, the idea be-
ing to represent by Fig. 1 snnply one use f01
whlch my invention is adapted. |

The respective trays a are provided with

convenient hooks or engaging devices, herein

shown as the finger- pulls Q, prov ided for the
purpose of pullmﬂ' out the trays, these pulls
being formed, as shown, on the lower edge of
the label- holders az.

A support or receiving device b (shown in
detail in Fig. 2) is pmwded having a suitable
form for supporting a number of trays at
once and provided with an engaging device
b, suitable in form and position to codperate
wwh the engaging devices of the trays, being
shown as eonmsbmw of a rod extending from
posts 6%, mounted “at the fromt edge of the
board b, the term ‘‘board” being meant to
inelade a device of any shape and material
suitable for the purpose herein set forth.
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This board or supporting device has guides 8o

or separating devices 0% shown in the form
of cleats with sloping sides, which tend au-
tomatically to aid in correetly positioning the
various trays as they are placed quickly upon
the board. The latter projects at its-ends to
be grasped by the attendant for carrying a

When now it is de-

multaneously to withdraw the trays and place

{ beneath them a support on which they may

rest when entirely withdrawn from the cabi-

t net and may be carried wherever desired.

The board is narrower than the lengths of the
trays, as is shown in the lower portion of Fig.

1, so that when 1t is desired to replace the
trays the trays on the board are simply shoved

load of trays, convenient hand-holes b* being
| provided in said ends.
sired to remove a set of trays, the board b is
placed, as shown in the upper part of Fig. 1,
so that its engaging device &' will simulta-
neously cateh under the engaging devices a’
of a row of trays, and thereupon the board
is moved upwardly and outwardly, acting si-

il
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- into their places until the board comes adja-

cent the cabinet, when it is gradually dropped

into the position shown in the upper part of

Fig. 1, the trays being meanwhile shoved in

farther and farther until finally they are in

~ place, whereupon the rod b’ is disengaged
~from the hooks, leaving the trays in proper

IO
. simultaneously enﬂ'e,ﬂ*ed or d1senga,ged as
- . the case may be, by the supporting-board, the

out or pushed in, as the case may be, and are

 latter also as it comes up between the adja-
- cent trays automatically shifting them into

.- walls of the cleats &°.

proper alinement by reason of the elepmg

Havmg withdrawn a set of trays on the

. board or support b, the latter, instead of be-

ing carried to a desk or elsewhere, may be
. 20 placed in a carrying-case for the convenience |
- of very la,rge offices where a great many trays
. aretobe frequently handled This carrying-
case is shown in Fig. 3, where it will be seen

- to comprise a suitable frame of light but

30

. 25 strong GOHth‘HCtIOH provided with ha,ndles c

. ortrucks ¢ at its ends, by which it may be

| - carried or moved, and ha,vmn' cleats c’at suit-

. able heights, on. wh1eh the carrying boards or
S 'suppmbs b may be placed:.

The case Chas an inside length eorreSpond-'

L ,mg to the length of the carrying-boards b and

o ~.a depth (,orr'espendmfr 130 the depth of the.

'tra,ys to be carried.

It will be understoed that I am 1:1013 limited

to the precise details of construction which
"I have herein set forbh as various modifica-

o .'_'-'1310118 and changes may be made without de-

: . _5_.0:

~ parting from Lhe spirit and scope of my in-
- .. vention.

wish it understood that I consider this in-

vention to be broadly new and intend my

clmms to be commensurate therewith.
Having described my invention, what T
01&11]1 a,nd desu'e to secure by Lebters Patent,

o IS——
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1. A devlee of the kmd desenbed compns-'
ing a portable support arranged to receive a
| _two subecrlbmg witnesses.

plurality of trays thereon side by side, and
provided with means for engaging said trays

for simultaneously withdrawing them from a

cabinet or placing them in a cabinet.
2. A dewee of the kmd deseribed, ¢ empl 13-

‘For instance, the engaging devices
‘need not be loeated as shown or be of the
“"kind shown, so far as certain of the claims
- areconcerned, and so, likewise, the shape and
~size of the support b ma,y be vamed and other |
~carrying means provided, and the alining de-
- vices may be changed, or, in other words, I

-stored position. By this means, asis evident, |
a plurality of trays are simultaneously pulled

r

}

672,522

ing a portable support arranged to receive a

plurality of trays thereon side by side, and

60'

provided with means for engaging said trays

for simultaneously withdrawing them from a

cabinet or placing them in a cabinet, and
means for maintaining said trays In proper
alinement on said support

3. A device of the kind described, compris-

ing a portable support arranged to receive a
plura,llty cf trays thereon s1de by side, and

provided with means for engaging said treys -

for sunulteneously withdrawing them from a
cabinet or placing them in a eab1net com-
bined with a carrying-case, said case heving
a length and depth for receiving several sup-
ports and their loads of trays, and means for
removably sustaining a plurality of said sup-

- ports and their loads to be carried for distri-

bution.

4. A device of the kind desembed consist-
ing of a board having at its front edge a rod
raised in position to engage simultaneously
the pulls of a plurality of trays, combined
‘with said trays, each having a hook-shaped
pull located adjacent the lower edge of the

label-holder.

5. A device of the kind descrlbed consist-
ing of a board adapted to receive a plurahty .

75
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of trays, means for automatically alining said '

trays when placed thereon, and lifting means
by Wthh the boerd and 1133 load mey be ear-_ |

90 .

ried.

6. A device of bhe kmd desenbed consist- o

ing of a board adapted ta receive a pll;u-:a,lnr_yT L
-of trays and provided with means codperat-

ing with said trays for sim ultaneouely engag- -

ing the trays and- maintaining them against
longitudinal movement on the board, said

95

board being narrower than the lengths of the o
brays, Whereby the trays project at their rear

ends from said board in position to be in-

serted in a eabmet wlule stlll susta,med by

the board..
7. The combmatlon w1t,h a plurallty of

100

trays each having at or adjacent its front end

an engaging device, of a handling device for
simultaneously removing said plurahty of

'Ie5: 8

trays from a cabinet, said device being pro-

vided with means codperating with the en-

gaging device of the trays for simultaneously

pulling the latter from the cabinet. | --
In testimony whereof I have signed my

110

name to this specification in the p1esenee of-

WALTER S DODD
W1tnesses
-~ GErO. H. MAXWELL
GEO W GREGORY
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