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To all whom 1t MYy CORCETH: | |
Be it known that I, GEORGE T. W ALKER, &

i
1

citizen of the United States, residing at Graf-

ton, in the county of Sierra and Territory of

5 New Mexico, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Nails or Spikes; and

1 do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art 1o

io whichitappertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to nails and spikes,
and has for its objeect to provide a nail whose

holding power is greater in proportion to 158

~ length and cross-section than the ordinary

15 nail or spike. With this objeet in view 1

have provided a nail or spike whieh 1s simple

in its construction, ¢heap to manulacture,
and above all practical and efficient.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,

20 Figure 1 is an elevation of a nail constructed
in acceordance with my invention. Hig. 2 iS
‘a eross-section through the same along the

line X X of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a modifeation
" showing the nail without the serrations near

25 the head and with sharp corners. fig. 4 is

an end view of the nail, snowing the point
" having three or four faces. |

The same letters of reference indicate like
parts - throughout the several figures, 3¢

30 which—

A is the nail, provided with the ordinary
head B, the sides C being preferably square,
although said sides may be fluted, CONCave,
hexasonal, or of any desired form. - D repre-

35 sents the rounded corners formed by said

sides, each corner being an are of a circle
whaose diameter is equal to the cross-section
of the nail, as shown in FKig, 2.

E represents the serrations on the rounded
so corners D, diréetly under the head b and ax-
tending a short distance down the shank.

Botween the central portion of the nail and
the point the sliank 1s given oneormore haif-
turns, as shown in Fig. 1. The potut of satd

45 nailis provided withthireeor, prele rably, four
faces I, which meet to form the point &,

the rounded corners D running into said !
- sides its antire lengun, rou nded corners, ser-

faces for a purpuse which will be hereinatfisar
fully deseribed. K

so Jlaving thus specifically set forth the sev- |

=i

eral parts of my invention, the
manufacture and the operation are as follows:

method Gfl

The wire is drawn preferably square, but, as |

aforesaid, may be fluted, hexagonal, or con-
cave, the corners being lett roanded, as de-
seribed; It isthen passed when cold through
the entting, heading, and twisting machine.
Cuat nails may be treated in like manner, eX-
cept that the twisting may be Gane when the
plate has been bheated for the purpose of
< plning” the nail or when the plate 1s cold
and the bluing given at the last operation,
as is the common practice. | |

I will now deseribe the purpoese of tae

rounded corners.

%

55

6o

in those twisted nails or spikes wherein the

corners are sharp the nail in twisting into
the wood breaks the fiber, and thus defeats &
close fit, I have overcoure tnis diffienlty by
ronnding the corners, se that the antire nail

70

may fit the fiber of the wood snugly, and thus

_greatly inerease its holding power.

Ay the point of the nail the cernses are
formed into flat faces, so that as ihe nail

- enters the wood the fiber engaged by the cor-

ners will not be broken, and phus insure &
snug contact, and thereby inereass the hold-
ing power of the nail. . |
Having thus fully set fortn m yv-inveniion,
I do not wish to be understood as liiniting
myself te the exact construction nerein sek
forth, as variousslight ¢nanges might beniade
therein by fhose skilled in the ars which
would fall within the limit and scope of wmy
inventiol. | | |
What T claim as new, and desire 10 BoCUTe
by Letters Patent of the United States, 18—
1. A nail or spike having a series of iab
sides its entire length, rounded corners, the
apper portion of the shank being straight,
the lower portion having one or more half-

turns, bthe rounded corners of said shank

forming faces at the end thereot in such a
mannerthat the nail will enter without break-
ing the fiber of the wood, substantially as de-
seribed. | | -

o A nail or spike having a series of fak

I

stions on said corners the upper portion of

r

the shank being straight, the lower portion

75
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having one or more half-turns, the rounded

-

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

~corners of said shank forming faces at the | in presence of two witnesses.

end thereof, the whole combined in such a
manner that the nail will enter without break-
ing the fiber of the wood, and capable of be-
ing drawn in the same manner as-a straight,

nail, substantially as described. " |

GEORGE T. WALKER.

Witnesses:
FRANK H. WINSTON,
JACOB M. BLUN.
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