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To all whom it may concermn:
~DBe i1t known that I, CHARLIE R. RAPSON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Bad--

axe, in the county of Huron, State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Hame-Tugs; and I do de-
clare the following to be afull, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to whieh it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had tothe accompanying drawings, and
to the figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to hame-tugs; and
1t consists in the construction and arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter fullyset forth, and
pointed out particularlyin the claim.

T'he object of the invention is to produce
a jointed hame-tugof simple and inexpensive

construction, in which the arrangement is

~ such as to provide for a free movement of the
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hame-tug and a free movement between said
tug and the hame to which it is attached.

This objeet is attained by the mechanism

illugtrated in the accompanying drawings, in
whnich— - ) | |
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing my
improved hame-tug attached to a hame and
supported by the straps of a harness which
appear in dotted line. Fig.2 is an enlarged
side elevation of my hame-tug. Fig. 3 isan
edge view thereof. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of the hook employed to connect the for-
ward end of the tug to thestaple of the hame.
Fig. 5 is a sectional view through said hook
closed. FKig. 6 is a slight modificationin ele-

- vation, showing attachment of the tug to a
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bolt-hame.

Referring to thecharacters of reference, 1
designates a hame of any suitable construc-

_ tion, provided with the usual staple 2 for at-
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tachment of the hame-tug.

My improved hame-tug is formed of two

parts, preferably of metal, comprising 2 body
part 3 and a forward part 4, hinged to the
body part at 5 by means of a knuckle-joint
or other suitable hinge, wherein the projec-
tion of the joint or hinge stands upon the

~outer face, leaving the back face of the hame-

tug smooth. |
1'he body portion of the hame-tug is pro-
vided with a series of apertures 6 therein

-

crossed by a metallic bar 7, which is adapted
to be engaged by a hook 8, lying in said ap-
erture and attached to the forward end of the
trace 9. Said trace passes through a guard
10 upon the rear end of the body portion of
the tug and is adapted to lie against the outer
face of said tug,as shown. The apertures6
in the tug in which the hook of the trace is
adapted to engage provide for the longitudi-
nal adjustment of the trace, as will be under-
stood. |

Projecting from the opposite edges of the
body portion of the tug, at its rear end, are the
brackets 11, whose longitudinal portion is
spaced from the body of the tug, forming an
opening 12. Mounted uponthe longitudinal

portion of each of said brackets is a .rotary

sleeve 13. The back-strap and belly-strap 14
and 15, respectively, are looped through the
respective openings 12 and engage the rotary
sleeves 13, whereby the wear upon the looped
portion of said strap is greatly decreased.
The forward end of the forward section 4
of the hame-tug is provided with a slotted
opening extending parallel to the width of
sald tug and in which the hook 16 is pivoted
by means of a suitable bolt 17. This con-
struction gives the hook 16 a movement upon
its pivot at right angles to the movement of
the hinge or joint 5. |
T'o provide for securely uniting the hook 16
to the staple 2 of the hame, the inner face of
the body of said hook is recessed, as shown
at 18 In Kig. 4, said recess being of such depth
as to receive the free end 19 of the hook when
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forced therein, so that the outerface of said

parts stand flush when the hook is elosed, as
shown in Fig. 5. An aperture 20 is formed
through the free end of thehook and through
the body portion thereof, adapted to receive
the pivot-pin 17 to secure said hook to the
end of the tug. - |
In attaching the tug to a hame the hook is
first engaged in the staple of the hame, when
the free end thereof is forced into the recess
of the body portion and said body portion
inserted in the slotted opening in the end
of the tug, when the pivot-pin 17 is passed
through the tug and the apertures in said
hook to pivotally unite said parts. By with-

drawing the pivot-pin the hook may be de-
| tached from the tug, when by prying upward
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the free end 19 of the hook it may be disen-
gaged from the staple of the hame.

When attaching the tug to a bolt-hame, a
coupling-eye 21 (shown in Fig. 6) 1s em-

ployed, which receives the hame-bolt and

which is in turn pivoted at 17 in the end of
the forward hame-section.

By means of the improved hame-tug herein
shown and described all necessary vertical

and lateral movement of the tug is provided

for, enabling said tug to accommodate itself
to the movement of the horse without chafing
or binding and at the same time maintaining
the tug properly in place.

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I claim is— -

A metallic hame-tug having an open slot

in the forward .end thereof, a hook compris- |
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ing a recessed body portion and an integral
curved free end portion adapted to be forced
into the recess in the body portion to lie flush
with the face thereof, the free end portion
and body portion having registering aper-
tures therethrough, said free end and body
portions lying in the slotted forward end of

the tug and a pin passing through said slotted .

forward end and through the free end and

body portions of the hook, thereby effecting

a pivotal union between said hook and tug.
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In testimony whereof I sign this specifica- 3o
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLIE R. RAPSON.

Witnesses:
F¥. J. PEDDIE,
E. S. WHEELER.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

