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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JOSEPHE B. MAY, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Lemnﬂ'-
ton,in the county of Ffz,yebte and State of Ken-
tucky, have invented a new and useful Tug-
Locking Strap, of which the following is A
specification.

Myinvention relates to mail- ba,ﬂ's and more
particularly to the meansfor (31081110* the same;
and it has for its object to ploduce a device
of this kind which will be very strong and
durable and can be cheaply manufactured
and will be easy of manipulation.

With this object in view my invention con-

sists in the improved construction and novel

arrangement of parts of a mail-bag fastener,
A4S mll be hereinafter more fully seb forth.
In the accompanying drawings, in which
the same reference-numerals mdleate corre-
sponding parts in each of the views in which
they occur, Figure 11is a perspective view of
a mail- ba,g pmVlded with my improved fas-
tener. Iig. 2 is a plan view of the fastener
detached; and Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail
view of the fastenel a portion thereof being
shown in homzonnt&l section. |
Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates a mail-bag, which may be
2 Indicates
a strap, whieh is suitably secured at its inter-
mediate portion to the bag in any suitable
manner, as by means of ordinary rivets 3.
Between the fastening and one end of the
strap a staple 4 is seemed S0 as to project

outwardly from the strap When in position,
and is preferably arranged with its legs in |

line with the length of the strap. If deswed
a label-holder 5 may be secured to the strd,p
in any desired manner—as, for instanee, be-
tween the strap and the rwet plaﬂae upon the
Between
the fasteners or Iwets 5 and the other end
the strap is provided with two openings 6 and
7, one of which, 6, is preferably arranged
lenwthwme of the str a,p, so as to fit over the
st.aple when the bag is closed. The other

opening is pwferably made in the form of a

slot, which extends transversely across the
strap between the fastener and the opening
6 and at a sufficient distance from said open-
ing to permit of the strap bending between

KEach of |

the two openings, as uponahmge

‘said openingsis preferably provided with the

usual gromets 3, and the transverse opening
1S plefemaly prowded with a wearing-plate
9.' The tip of the strap beyond said open-
Ings may be provided with any suitable lock-
ing mechanism--as, for instance, a hbent wire

10 (shown onlyin dotted 1in es, } which is passe

tthllU"h a hole 11 in the strap.

In using my improved fastener or lock the
strap 1s secured to the side of the bag or mail-
sack at a suitable distance below the top.
When it is desired to close the sack, it is gath-
ered within the hand of the opemtm in the

usval manner and the perforated end brought .

around until the opposite end 12 can be
passed through the opening 7. The operator
then grasps the projecting end 12 of thestrap

and draws 1t through the.opening until the

opening 6 can be passed over the staple, the
end 12 being made of sufficient length to af-
ford a good grip to draw it through the open-
ing 7. As soon as the opening e has been
passed over the staple the end 12 can be re-
leased and the lock inserted through the sta-
ple, which will securely bind the parts to-
gether. Toopen the sack, thelockisremoved
and the end of the strap drawn off the staple,
when the mouth of the sack will immediately
open.

As above described, it will be seen that my
improved fastener can be made very cheaply,
as 1t consistsof one continuous mte cgral piece
of material provided with two openings near
one end and a staple near the other, the strap

being pr efemb]y expanded at the ends of one .

of the openings. Itcan beeasily manipulated,

as the opening through which the free end of
the strap is to be passed can be made of any
shape and of sufficient size to permit of the
easy passage of the end therethrough, and by
drawing upon the free end after it has been
passed through the opening the opening can
be readily shpped over the staple and secured
theretoin any desired manner.

The fastener
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will possess great strength and durability, as

the wearing-plate wﬂl prevent any undue
wear or fllelOIl between the parts, and the
material between the two openings permits of
the necessary flexing or bending of the end of

100

the strap to pass the opening over the staple

without the possibility of breaking it or weak-

ening 1t in any manner whatever,
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- Although I have described my invention as
adapted for use upon a mail-bag, it is evident
that 1t can be used upon a bag for any other

purpose, and instead of the strap being made

from leather 1t can be made of any suitable

material, and instead of gromets other rein-

forcing means may be used or they may be
omitted entirely. Instead of a staple any
other desirable form of retaining device may
be used.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by .

~ Letters Patent, is—

L5
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1. A fastener for mail-bags comprising a°

continuous piece of flexible material adapted
to be secured intermediate 1ts ends to the
bag, the portion of the strap adjacent to one

end being provided with a fastener and ad-

jacent to theother end with two openings at
a short distance from each other, one of the
openings being adapted to be passed over the
fastener and the portion of the strap beyond
the fastener being adapted to be passed

through the other opening, the portion of the |

672,450

strap between the openings acting as a hingeé
to permit of the strap being bent to pass said
opening over the fastener, substantially as
described. |
2. The combination, with a bag, of a con-
tinuous piece of flexible material secured in-

termediate its ends near one end thereof, said

piece of material being provided with a staple
nearoneend and two openings near the other,
sald openings being at a short distance from

| each other and each provided with a rein-

force, and one of them being arranged trans-
versely of the strap, the portion of the strap

beyond the staple being adapted to be passed

through said transverse opening, and the por-
tion between the openings acting as a hinge
to permit of the other opening being passed
over the staple, and means for locking the

strap upon the staple, substantially as de-
scribed. | | '

- JOSEPH B. MAY.
Witnesses:
J. B. NORTON,
GEo. P. NasH, Jr.
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