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GEORGE F. SUDHEIMER AND FRANK THON, OF ST.

T.LOUIS, MISSOURL.

LOCKING COAT-HANGER.

SPECIFICATION foi_'ming part of Letters Patent No. 67’2,390,-- dated April lé, 1901,
Application filed March 6, 1899, Serial No. 707,984, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:-

Be it known that we,
HEIMER and FRANK THON, of the city of St.
Louis, State of Missouri, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Lock-

ing Coat-Hangers, of which the following is.

a full, eclear, and exact deseliption reference
bemo had Lo the acecompanying dr ELWI ngs,
forming a part hereof. |
Our 1nvent10r_1 relates to locking coat- hamn‘-
ers; and it consists of the novel constr ue‘mon
combination, and arrangement. of parts here-—
inafter described and clcumed | |
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of our im-
proved locking coat-hanger, the same being
in an unlocked position, Fig. 2 1is a side ele-
vation of the coat-hanger, parts thereof be-
ing broken away and in section and with the
face-plate of the lock removed in order to
illustrate the interior mechanism thereof.
In the construction of the device as shown,
1indicates a suitable rectangular base, which
may be attached to any suitable point in a
room or wherever the hanger is to be used.
Firmly secured to the front face of the base

1, by screws or in any suitable manner, is a
base-plate 2, and secured to and extending:|
forwardly from the center of said base-plate

2 1s a rectangular sheet-metal casing 3, the
same being provided with a removable plate
4. Formed in the top and bottom of this cas-
ing 3, at a point adjacent the center thereof,
are the apertures 5, and vertically amanﬂ'ed
within said casing, between said apeltures
5 and the forward end thereof, are the par-
titions 6. Arranged for movement through

apertures formed in the upper portions of said-

partitions 6 is a locking-bolt 7, the same be-
ing provided with the integral stem 8, which
operates through the forward one ot the par-
titions 6, and an expansive coil-spring 9 is lo-
cated upon said stem between the forward
partition and the rear end of the bolt 7, thus
making said bolt spring-actuated. That end
of the bolt 7 which projects through the rear
one of the partitions 6 is beveled or provided
with an inclined face 10. T'he under side of
the bolt 7 is provided with a plula,hty of teeth
11, with which mesh a small pinion 12, the
same being o rotatably held in the lower por ‘tion
of the casing 3. The circular lug 13, that

is formed integml with the face of said pin-
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.upwmrdly therefrom is a hook :

a rectangular aperture 18°.
;: _;plowded with said aperture, occupies a posi-
tion just below and slightly to the rear of theh

| inverted-U- Sh.:mped bend of the arm  20.

ion 12, projects through a circular aperture
formed inthe plate 4, and in the said lug and
in the body of the pinion is formed a key-seat
14. The plate 4 is provided with a slot or

{ noteh which registers with this key-ssat to
permit theinsertion of the key, and in apply-

ing the key the shank passes through this

slot and enters the key-seat 14 in the pinion
12, while the stem rests in that portion of the

key-seat which is in the lug 13. Secured to

the outer end of the casing 3 is a vertically-
arranged bar 15, the upper end of which car-

ries a plate 16, the same beingcurved in ¢ross-
section and curved throughout its length.
The top of the plate 161scovered with suitable
material, such as pluash or velvet, or it may
be covered with rubber orany suitable pliable
material. Said bar 15 1s also provided with
an aperture 15%, in which the stem 8 of the
bolt 7 passes on the unlocking of said bolt 7.

Fixed to the under side of the rear end of
the casing 3 and extending downward&y and

7, the outer
zontal'plane
ch i1s formed

end of which is bent into a hori
and formed into a disk 18, in whi

lower one of the apertures 5.
Fixed to and extending outwar dly from the

face of the plate 2 _1mmedmtely above the

casing 4 is a bifurcated bracket 19, in which
is pivotally arranged the rear end of an arm

20, the same extendmﬂ' forwardly a short dis-
| tance and then being bent upwardly in the

form of an inverted U and the outer end of
this bend is extended over the upper end of
the bar 15, and from thencesaid armis extend-
de upwardly toform the hook 21. A plate 22,
identical in size and contour with the plate
16, is fixed to the under side of the outer por-
tion of this arm 20, and the under side of
said plate 22 is lined with plush, velvet, or
rubber. Secured to the lower -end of the
hook 21 is an eye 23, to which 1s secured the
upper end of a cord or chain 24. A short
coil-spring 25 is arranged upon the upper
end of the plate 2, one end of said spring be-
ing fixed thereto, the opposite end extending
upwardly and forwardly and being passed
through an eye 26, secured to the top of the
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normal tendency of this sSpr mﬂ 25 is to ele-

vate said arm 20.
Pivotally secured to the arm 20, a short

distance in front of the rear end thereof, is

the upper end of a curved arm 27, the same
tapering slightly toward its lower end, and
formed through said arm 27 is a rectan ‘Tlﬂ&l
aperture 28. |

The unlocked position of the coat-hanger
is illustrated in Fig. 1. When it is desired
to postition a coat or other garment upon the

- hanger and to lock the same therein, the col-
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lines in Kig. 2.

lar of the coat or other garment is pdssed up-
wardly from the plate 16 in such a manner
that said collar passes beyond said plate 16
and occuples a position above the forward
end of the casing 3, as illustrated by dotted
The operator nowengages the
lower end of the c¢hain or eable 24 and pulls
thesame downwardly. This movement pulls
the forward end of the arm 20 downwardly
and brings the plate 22 directly onto that por-

tion of the garment thatislying upon the plate

16.- This downward movement of the arm 20

necessarily lowers the arm 27, and the same

passes downwardly through the casing 3, and
when the plate 22 engages against the oar-
mem; upon the plate 16 the reetrmwul&r open-
ing 25 will have come into almement with the
end of the locking-bolt 7, provided with -the
inclined face 10. The power stored in the
expansive coil-spring 9, which was heretofore
compressed, will now exert itself and the
locking-bolt 7 will move rearwardly, and the
end pIOVlded with the beveled face 10 will
pass into the opening 28, thereby locking the
arms 27 and 20 in their downward positions.
This downward movement of the arm 27

brings its extreme lower end through the ap-

erture 18 in the disk 19, and if an umbl ella
or cane is positioned in the hook 17 just pre-
vious to the lowering of the arm 20 said um-
brella or cane will be locked in said hook.
When the arm 20 is brought dowuwmdly,
the outer end of the spring 25 1S necessarily

‘arm 27 and’ plate 22.
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brought downwardly and power is stored 1in
the coil of said spring 25.

T'o unlock the hanger in order to remove
the coat therefrom, the operator inserts the
proper key in the key-seat 14 of the pinion 12
and by means of said key partially rotates
said pinion. By so doing the loeking-bolt 7
is moved forwardly until the rear end thel eof

passesoutof theaperture 28. Then the power

stored in the coil-spring 25 will act to elevate
the arm 20, thus necessarily elevating the
The coat can now be
removed from the hanger, and said hanger
stands in an unlocked pomtlon until brought
downwardly by pulling downwardlyupon the
chain or cable 24.

Our improved coat-hanger is very simple
in construction and operatlon very securely
locks a coat or other garment, and; if de-
sired, a soft or flexible hat may be loeked be-
tween the plates 16 and 22. The device can
be made very ornamental and out of polished
material, and will therefore present a very

neat and pleasing appearance as a fixturé in

a hall, coat-room, or wherever used.

We claim— |

In a device of the class deseribed, a casing,
a spring-actuated arm above said casing,
an apertured arm 27 carried by the first-
mentioned arm and projecting through said
casmg, a s.pnn-:r-&ctuated bolt mthm sald

‘casing for engaging with said apertured arm,
teeth 11 mte@ml with said bolt, a pinion 19

having a key -seat 14 rotatably. suppmted in
said casing and meshing with said teeth, and
means for 1013(111119; sa,ld mmon thelebj un-
locking the first- mentioned ar m, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

| GEORGE F. SUDHEIMER.
FRANK THON.

Witnesses:
EDWARD E. LLONGAN,
ALFRED A. EICKS.
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