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1o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, RICHARD HYDE,- a citi-

- zen of the United States and a resident of
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- one corner of the scene itself.

the city of New York, bm*ough of Brooklyn,
in the county of Kings and Stateof New York,

have invented a new and Improved Device

for Operating Theatrical Scenery, of which
the following is a full 016&1 and exact de-
seription.

the existing difficulty in the adjustment of
scenery When operated by ropes and pulleys
caused by the expansion and contraction of
the separate hanging ropes, as usually em-
ployed, the expansion or contraction of a cen-
tral rope, which is used in the improved
grouping in connection with the ropes lead-

ing to the end portions of the scenery, being
an average of that in the continuous outside

rope or rope connected with the end portions
of the scene, whereby under such an arrange-
ment scenes can be adjusted by pulling down

ner goes up correspondingly.
A further purpose of the invention is to

provide a snap-catch for the pulley-block.
with which all the ropes are connected, which

arrangement allows the scenery to be lowered

-~ without the counterweight employed running
30

the full height of the scenes, which act 1s ac-
complished by simply attaching a drop-rope

- to the snap-cateh.
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The invention consists in the novel con-

struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,

in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both figures.

Figure 1 is a front view of a sbaﬂe, parts

being broken away to illustrate the applica-
tion of the improved operating device em-
ployed in connection with the scenery; and

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevation of the pul-

ley-block -which receives all the ropes con-
nected with a scene, its snap-cateh attach-
ment, the counterbalance-weight connected
with the said snap-catch, and a porbmn of the
draft-rope which leads to the floor of the stageo

The other cor-

1

1 D.

whereby the scene may be manipulated from
the floor of the stage.

A represents the proscenium of a stage;
B, the stage; C, the drop-curtain; D, a drop-
scene, and E the fly-gallery fmm whlch Lhe

- scenes are usually opemted

The especial purpose of this invention is
to provide a means whereby a drop-seene can
| be regulated and operated from the stage
One purpose of the invention is to obviate

w113h0ut necessitating a person passing fIOHl
the stage to the fly-gallery to accomplish an
ad] ustmenr, of the scene, together with means

‘whereby the scene may be made 10 dr op flush
‘with the stage, or should the secene not so drop

whereby it may be regulated from the flies
by sm_lply adjusting one corner, the other

corner rising or dropping emresnondmﬂly

A Tope 10 is attached to oneend portion of
the scene D. This rope is shown as provided
with aring 11 at its lowerend, through which
ring a second strand of rope 12 is passed, and
the ends of this second strand of rope are at-
tached to the upper portion of the scene by
means of eyes 13 or theirequivalents. This
rope 10 is passed up to a suitable polntabove
the stage and is then carried over a guide-
pulley 14, and said rope 10 is then callled
from smd pulley over a second guide-pulley
15 at the opposite side of the sta-ge, as shown
in Fig. 1, and from the guide-pulley 15 the
rope 10 is carried downward over a pulley in
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a block 16 and again upward from the said

bloek over a guide-pulley 17 and horizontally

over another gunide-pulley 18 and down to the
opposite end of the upper portion of the scene
This end of the rope 10 is also shown as
provided with a ring 11 and an auxibiary
streteh of rope 12, atmehed at its ends to the
scene by means of eyes 13 or like devices.
An auxiliary rope 19 is employed in con-
nection with the continuous rope 10. This

‘auxiliary rope while not absolutely Necessary

is rather important, as it is intended to
serve as a support for the central portion of
the scene and constitutes virtually a pivot

‘upon which the scene may be moved in ad-

justment when it is dropped to the stage.
This rope 19 at its lower end 1s also shown as
provided” with a ring 20, and an auxiliary
stretch of rope 21 is p&ssed through this ring

and is onnected with the counterbala,uce, | and is attached at its ends by means of eyes
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or their equivaientﬁ to the upper portion of
the scene, at each side of its center, as is
shown particularly in Fig. 1. Thisrope 19 is

~ carried npward and passes over a guide-pul-
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ley 22, located between the upper stretch of

the eontmnous rope 10, and the central rope

19 after leaving the pullev 22 is passed over -

a guilde-pulley 23 located between the guide-
pullevs 15 and 17 as 18 also shown in FKig.
1. The opposite end of this central rope 19

18 attached in any approved manner to the -

block 16.

A counterbalance-weight 25 is provided
with an eye 26, received by the snap 24 of the

block 16, and one end of a draft-rope 27 is
attached to the upper portion of the counter-

balance-weight, which rope passes over a

guide-pulley 28, located in the flies on a suit-

able support, as shown in the drawings, and
the said draft-rope is carried downward over

a pulley 29, which is located within the said
flies and is attached to the stage B in any
sultable or approved manner. Thesaid draft-
rope 27 after passing over the pulley 29 is
connected with the lower portion of the coun-
terbalance-weight 25, as is shown in Fig. 1.
Thus it will be observed that any attendant
on the stage may manipulate a scene through

the medium of adraft-rope 27 connected thete-
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with and that the attendant need not ascend
to the fly-gallery E to aceomplish such ma-
nipulation, as has been customary hitherto.
Fuarthermore, the counterbalance-weight 25
may be detached from the snap 24, carried by
the pulley-block 16, and a rope leading to the
stage may be attached to said snap, enabling
any person to draw up the scene, the coun-
terbalance being disconnected therefrom.
When the scene has been drawn up as far as
desired, the rope attached to thesnap may be
secur ed t0 a rall, a belaying-pin, or other con-
venient and. eqmvalent support, and a second
scene may be attached to the counterbalance
25 and the d; aft-rope 27 whenever it is found
desirable.

Having thus descrlbea my invention, I
- claim as new and desire to-secure by Lettesrs |
Patent—

1. The combination, with a piece of scen-

ery or the like, of a continuous rope con-
nected with the end portions of the piece of
scenery and extending upward therefrom,
gulde-pulleys for the upper portions of said

rope, a puliey-block which receives the said
continuous rope, a snap attached to the pul-
ley-block, a counterbalance-weight detaeh-

672,369

ably connected to the said snap, a draft-rope,
pulleys secured in the flies and over which
the said draft-rope passes, the draft-rope be-
ing within reach of the stage and the ends of
the said draft-rope being attached respec-
tively to the top and the bottom of the bal-

ance-weight, for the purpose desecribed.

2. The combination, with a piece of scen-
ery or the like, of a continuous rope attached
to opposite ends of the secenery, which con-
tinuous rope extends upward from the scen-
ery over guide-pulleys and over the pulley of
a block located at one side of the proscenium,
a snap attached to said pulley, a counterbal-
ance-weight removably carried by said snap,
a draft-rope attached respectively to the top
and bottom portions of said weight, said draft-
rope being accessible from the stage, guide-
pulleys over which the draft-rope passes, and
an intermediate supporting-rope for the scen-
ery attached to the central portion thereof,
which intermediate rope is carried upward
over guide-pulleys and thence downward to
a direct engagement with said block, as and
for the purpose specified.

3. The combination, with a piece of scen-
ery or the like, of a continuous rope attached

to opposite ends of the scenery, which con-

tinuous rope extends upward from the scen-
ery over guide-pulleys and -over the pulley of

a block located at one side of the proscenium,

a snap attached to said pulley, a counterbal-
ance-weight removably carried by the snap,
a dratt-rope attached respectively to the top
and bottom portions of said weight, said draft-
rope being accessible from the stage, guide-
pulleys over which the draft-rope passes, an
intermediate supporting-rope for the scenery
attached to the central portion thereof, which

intermediate rope is carried upward over

guide-pulleys and thence downward to a di-
rect engagement with said. block, rings lo-
cated at each end of each rope leading to the
scenery and aunxiliary ropes passed through
sald rings, which auxiliary ropes extend in
opposite directions from the rings and are se-
cured to the scenery, as and f01 the purpose

| specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

RICHARD HYDE.

Witnesses:
STEPHEN W. DODGE,
EMANUEL NEWMAN.:
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