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UNITED STATES

JAMES M. DODGE, OF PHILADELPHIA,

PENNSYLVANTA, ASSIGNOR TO THE

STAIR LIFT COMPANY, OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY.

STAIR-LIFT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 67 2,359, dated April 16,1901,
Application filed February 13,1901, Serial No. 47,169, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JAMES M. DODGE, 3, Citi-
zen of the United Stetes, residing in Phﬂa,-
delphia, Pennsylvania, havs invented certain
Improvements in Stair-Lifts, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to prevent
the parts of personal apparel being drawn in
at the junetion of the moving sections of the
stairway or moving pletfmm with the land-
ing or fixed pletfm m. This object I attain
in the following manner, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 iz a longitudinal sectional view of
sufficient of the upper end of a stair-1ift to
illustrate my invention. Fig.2isa plan view
with the platform removed. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of one form of air-blast pipe,
and Fig. 4 is a modification of the pipe.

A designates the sides of the stair-lift, hav-
ing channels ¢ a' a?, in which travel the rollers

b of the stair-1ift B, which is made in the pres-

ent instance in accordance with the patent
cranted to me on the 12th day ot December
1899 No. 639,154.

C 18 the head-roller at the upper end of the
stair-lift, around which the moving section B
of the sta,n -lift passes.

D is a fixed platform at the head of the
stairway onto which the passenger is trans-
ferred from the upper section of the stair-lift.
The platform is set as close as possible tothe
surface of the stair-lift B; but there will al-

“ways be a very slight opemng at this point,

sufficient, however, to allow small pieces,
such as ravelings from a dress, to be drawn
into the opening, and accidents may occur by
the stair-lift drawing in such fragments and
causing the person to stumble or fall.

To make it impossible for even ravelings to
pass into the opening @, I provide an air-blast
device which will forece a quantity of air out

‘through a narrow space in front of the fixed

landing between it and the moving portion of
the stair-lift, so that there will benotendency
of particles to pass into the opening.

In the present instance 1 have shown an
air-blast pipe E, having a nozzle ¢, made nar-
row and continuous throughout the width ot
the stair-lift, and this pipe is connected to an

| air-supply pipe E', connected to a fan or any
air-pressure device in the building.

Fig. 4 shows a modification of the pipe L,
in which independent nozzles e’ are used. It
will be understood that the arrangement oi

| the pipe and the form of the nozzles can be

varied as desired, and it will also be under-
stood that it takes very little air to prevent
the material from passing into the slot, so

that the air-blast will hardly be perceptible

to those passing up the stairway.
- I claim as my invention—

1. The combination in a stair-lift, of the
moving portion, a platform adjoining said por-
tion, and an air-blast device arranged to pro-
duce a current of air at the point where the

- moving section passes the fixed platform or

landing, substantially as described.

2. The combination in a stair-lift, of the
moving portion,a platform adjoiningsaid por-
tion, and an air-blast device arranged to force
a current of air through the space between the
moving section and the platform, substan-
tially as deseribed.

3. The combination in a stair-lift, of the
moving section, a fixed platform at the head
or upper terminal of the moving section, an
air-blast pipe having a mozzle whereby air
under pressure can be directed through the
space between the movingsection of thestair-

| lift and the platform, substa,ntm,lly as de-

scribed.

4. The combination in a stair-lift, of a mov-
ing section, a wheel at the upper end of the
stair-iift around which the moving section
passes, a fixed platform in close pr oxumltjy to
the upper end of the moving portion of the
stair-lift, an alr-blast pipe mtueted under the
pla,tform, and means for causing a current of
air to be blown from the pipe through the
space between the platform and the moving
section of the platform, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testlmony whereof I have signed my

| JAMES M. DODGE.
Witnesses:

WILL. A. BARR,
Jos. H. KLEIN.
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name to this specification in the presence of g5
two subsecribing witnesses.
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