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(No model.)

lo all whom it may concermn: |
Beitknownthat I, JOHN THEODORE HOVIS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Clin-

tonville, in the county of Venango and State

of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Lamber-Wagon, of which the follow-
ing 1s a spemﬁedtmn

My invention relates to vehicles, and has

for one object to provide the front axle of a

wagon running-gear with improved hounds

for the tongue and an improved doubletree

thereon, to provide the sand-board and bol-

ster Pdeh with a fifth-wheel or cirele, and to

provide the pole or reach with stavé on top
and bottom, which are engaged by the king-

- boltthat passes down t-hrou gh the bolster and
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axle to secure the parts together.

Another object is to drop or lower the
hounds of the rear axle and the portion of the
coupling connected therewith, so that the

coupling will be on a level with the bottom
of the rear axle, whereby the rear end of the
pole can pass under the axle and permit of

the wagon being coupled longer or shorter.
With these objects in view my invention

consists in the improved construction and

novel arrangement of parts of a wagon run-

ning-gear, as will be hereinafter more par-

ticularly set forth.

Inthe accompanying drawings,in which the
same reference-numeralsindicate correspond-
ing parts in each of the views in which they
oceuar, igurelisa perspective view of myim-
provedrunning-gear. KFig,21sa longitudinal
sectional view of the same. Fig. 31s a longi-
tudinal sectional view of the front axle and
bolster. Fig.41is atop plan view of the front
axle, showing the parts in two positions. Fig.

9 18 a perspective view of the rectangular

band of iron which holds the doubletree in
position.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 and 2 indicate the front and rear
axles, and 3 the pole or reach by means of
which they are connected. A tongue 4 is se-
cured to the front axle by means of hounds
5 aud provided with a doubletree 6. Hach of
the houndsis curved near its rear end to one-
quarter of a circle, whereby the rear end can
be secured flat against the axle and the for-

ward ends of the two hounds will extend for-

like a string to a bow.

| ward parallel with each other and upon oppo-
| site sides of the tongue.

A brace-rod 7 is sé-
cured at each end to the ends of the hounds
and spans the curved portion of the hound
T'he doubletree for
the wagon is substantially in the shape of an
elliptical spring, the members of which are
above and below the ends of the hounds, re-
spectively, and are secured in position pref-
erably by means of a rectangular band of
iron 8, provided with pivot-pins 9, upon which
the doubletree may oscillate in the usual man-
ner, or the doubletree may be secured to a
plate which i1s pivotally mounted on top of
another plate, with its ends bent underneath
thereof to prevent the separation of the tWO
plates.

The sand-board 10 of the axle is provided
with a cirele 11, which forms part of a fifth-
wheel, the other circle 12 being secenred to the
under side of the bolster 13. 'The central
portion of the bolster upon its under side is
recessed, as shown at 14, for the reception of

| the forward end of a stay or brace 15, the rear

end of said brace being secured to She pole 3.
Another brace 16 is secured to the underside
of the pole, preferably directly under the end
of brace 15, and has its forward end perfo-
rated for the king-bolt and located between
a strap 17 and the under side of the axle.
The hounds 18 of the rear axle or drop are

bent downward toward their forward ends,

and a short coupling 19 is secured to the cen-

tral portion of the axle and has a downward’

bend 20 adjacent thereto, which throws the
main portion substantially on a line with the
rorward ends of the hounds and on a level
with the bottom of the axle. Bands 21 are
placed around the short coupling, through
which passes the rear end of the pole 3. I‘he
coupling is secured to the pole in the usual
manner for permitting the rear axle to be

‘moved towardor from the front axle to ac-

commodate thelength of the load to be hauled.
A brake-shaft 22 1s secured to the rear

hounds, preferably by means of strapsor iron

bands 23, and 1s provided with the usual
means for applying the brake, which, how-
ever, 1s not shown. A handle or lever 24 is

secured to one end of the shaft for rotating
it in applying the brake.

A pawl 25 is piv-
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otally secured to the handle and has the un-
der edge of its free end provided with teeth

- 26, which are adapted to engage with a plate

10

27 or other means upon the rear bolster for
locking the lever in any desired position to
hold the brakes set or applied to the wheel.

Two substantially L-shaped levers 28 and
29 are pivotally secured to the handle 24, so
as to extend in opposite directions therefrom,
and two of the arms of said levers are con-

nected by a link 30. The remaining arm of

the lever 28 extends under the pawl 25 for
the purpose of raising it and of disengaging
1ts teeth from the plate 27, and the remain-
ing arm of the lever 29 extends upwardly ad-
jacent to the free end of the handle 24 to

- permit of the manipulation of the levers for

releasing the pawl. A spring 31 is arranged

- between sald arm of the lever 29 and the end

20

30

35

of the handle to normally hold the operating-
arm of the lever 28 out of contact with the
pawl 25. ~

By constructing the running - gear of a
wagon as abovedescribed it will be very strong
and durable and can be readily adapted for

hauling lumber, in which it is frequently nec-
essary to adJust therunning-gears for the dit-

ferent lengths of material to be hauled. A |

bed of any ordinary construction (not shown)
can also be used by properly adjusting the
coupling. The form of the hounds for the
tongune secures great strength with light
welight and neatness of parts, and the con-
struction of the fifth-wheel avoids the neces-
sity of extending the hounds to the rear of
the axle. :

The form and loeatmn of the brake mech-
anism permit of the brake being applied in-

- dependently of whether there be a bed or box

40

upon the running-gears or not. The straps

upou the hounds, by means of which the
brake-shattis journaled, add strength thereto
and firmly hold the shaft in position to apply |
the brakes and to cause the pawl to stand in a |

872,273

position to engage with the plate on the rear 4§

bolster.
Although I have shown what I econsider the

most desirable means for embodying my in-
vention, yet I reserve the right to make such
changes and alterations therein as will come
within the scope of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a vehicle running-gear, the combina-
tion with the tongue and hounds, of a band
around the same provided with pivot-points,
and a substantially elliptical doubletree piv-
otally secured to said band above and below
the tongue.

9. In a vehicle : ‘unping-gear, the combina-
tion, with the frontaxle of the tongue-hounds
secu red thereto, the forward endﬂ of the
hounds being substantially parallel with each
other and located upon opposite sides of the
tongue, the rear end of each hound being
curved outward at one-quarter of a circle and

secured to the front of the axle, and a brace.

secured at 1ts ends to the ends of the hounds
and spanning the curved peruon thereof, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In a vehicle ranning-gear, the combina-
tion, with the rear axle, of downwardly-bent
forwardly - extending hounds and a down-
wardly - bent forwardly - extending couplin
the forward end of the coupling being sub-
stantially even with the forward ends of the
hounds and the main portion being even with
the bottom of the axle, and a pole secured to
the front axle and extending under said coup-
ling, and means for adjustably securing the
coupling to the pole, substantially as de-
scribed.

JOHN THEODORE HOVIS.

Witnesses:
R. M. Hovis,
G. W. SLOAN.
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