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TO all whom it ma Y concern

Be it known that 1, OHARLES L’ENFANT a
citizen of the United Sta‘nes residing in \Tew

York, borough of Manhattrm in the State of

New York, have Invented eertam new and

useful Impmvements in Fasteners for Books
with Flexible Bindings, of whmh the follow-'
Ing is a specification.

Fm some time it was desired to obta,m a
practical fastener for books with
ings—such as Bibles, prayer-books, &e. Vari-
ous attempts have been made to pr ov1de such

fa%tenem but none of them stood the test of

- practical use.

The object of this mventlon 18 Lo supply a
fastener for books with flexible bindings by

~ which such a book ecan be readily opened or

closed without lmpan‘mﬂ' or tearmﬂ‘ out the

_-ovmla,ppmﬂ cover edges..

20
- with the overhanging edges of the cover of a

~flexibly -bound book, of a Slolted retainer- |
- plate at the inner side of one cover edge, a
‘supporting-piece having a head and a d1v1ded
-shank inserted thmuo*h the cover edge and
‘slot of the retainer- pla,te and having its rear

~ tainer-plate bmnn‘ inwardly benb
ing layer secur ed to the cover edge between

| _3_0

The invention 001:1318133 in the eombmatwn

ends bent over, the inner edge of said re-
reinfore-

the same and the retainer-plate, a stud ap-

~ plied to the opposite cover edge, and a con-
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necting-bar pivoted to the head of the sup-
1)01t1nn'—pmce and provided with a 1eeessed
opening for engaging said stud.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of a flexibly-
bound book provided with my improved fas-
tener. IKig. 2 is a vertical transverse section
on line 2 2, Fig. 1, drawn on a larger scale.
Bigs. 3 and 4 are horizontal sections on line
3 o and 4 4, Fig. 2; and Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are
details showmﬂ' 1nd1v1dua1 parts of my ims-
proved fastenel

Similar letters of leference mdmdte corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
ﬂexibly-bouud book, such asa Bible or prayer-
book. Theoverhanging covers A’ A? are con-

nected by my 1mpr0ved fastener, which con-
sists of a bar B, which 13 plvoted at one end
to theover ha,uﬂ‘mﬂ* edge a’ of one of the cover 'S,
said connecting-bar being provided in

s A"

lexible bind-

L

head cof asupporting-piececc’.
shank ¢' is passed through a slotin the cover
edge, through the reinforcing layvere, and the
slot d?® of the retainer-plate d, as shown in

_ bou nd books.

1ts 0pp081te end with a perforation b, havmw
a recess or slot extension ', that engages a

headed stud C, secured to the over hdnwmﬂ*'

edge a® of the oppesne cover A% The bar B

18 preferablv made in the shape of a cross, as

shown, but it may be made in any other Qhape
desned The pivot b*of the bar B is headed

| over, so as toretain the bar thereon. For con-
'neetmﬂ‘ the headed stud C with the cover
edge a? a slotted plate d, of square or other
Sha,pa is placed at theinnerside of the edge a?,
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a reinforcing layer e, of cloth or other smtable:” |

| material, preferably cemented to the cover,

- The stud C is riveted to the
T'he divided

intervening.

Fig. 4, the supporting-strip ends being bent
over at the inner side of the over ]dpplnﬂ‘ edge.
The pivot 6% is Conneeted securely to the over-

hanging edge ¢ in like manner by means
of the suppmtmﬂ' plece F /'y passed through
the edge a', layer ¢', and retainer-plate ¢.
1 When ‘rhe pm ts are thusin position, the book
can be closed by bringing the slotted open-

ing b b' over the headed stud C and pressing
the overlapping edges a' a® sufficiently to-
gether so that the bcu' engages with the stud.
Upon releasing pressure the shank of the
stad enters the slot b', so that the bar C is
retained by the head of the stud. When it
1s desired to open the book, the front edges
of the same are pressed toaether by the ﬁn-
gers, so that the headed stud passes into the
circular portion of the opening,
may be relea,sed from the stud, so as to open
the book.

The outeredge of thereinforcing or retainer
plate ¢ 1s bent inward at an inclination to the
plane of the opposite cover edge, so as to pro-

duce the riding under of the edﬂ‘e ¢ beneath
the edge & when the edges are pressed to-

gether for opening or closing the book. The
1*einf0rcing—layer g 18 preferably extended so
as to cover this inelined portion of the re-
tainer-plate g, as shown in Fig. 2, thereby
preventing contact of the me]med pormon di-
rectly with the cover. |

'T'he fastener described provides a very sim-
ple and effective device for fastening flexibly-
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when the bar
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Owing to the qpecml means of -




- connection of the pivot and headed stud with
‘theoverhanging edges, as deseribed, the pivot

¢

and stud cannot tear out. The reinforeing-
layers e g' prevent the retainer-plates d g
from cutting into the material of the covers,
make the conneetion very durable, and pre-
vent the cover edges becoming pulled out

- of shape at the points where the pin and

IO
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~inner edge of sald retainer-plate being in-

stud are attached, which i1s liable to take

place if these layers are not used. As the
supporting -
cover, it prevents the washer or retainer g
from rotating, so that the inclined edge of

the same is dlways presented toward the op-

posite edge o This bent edge is an impor-
tant feature, as 1t facilitates the closing op-
eration of the covers and prevents mutilation
and “wear of the edges, which would occur

were they allowed to meet squarely at each
¢losing or opening of the book. |

Having thus described my 1nvention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combmatlon with the overhdnwmﬂ'
cover edges of a ﬂembly -hound book, of a re-
ta,iner-plme applied to one of said edges,' the

. wardly bent,a supporting-piece secured.to the

30

cover edge and engaging the retainer-plate, a
stud on the opposite cover edge, and a con-

- mnecting-bar pivoted to the supporting-piece

and ada,pted to engage said stud, substa,n-

| tmlly as set forth.
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9. The combination, with the overhanging
edges of a flexibly- bound book, of a blotted re-

tdmer -plate at the inner suile of one cover .

- edge,.a supporting-piece having a head and
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divided shank inserted through the cover
edge and the slot of the retainer-plate and
having its rear ends bent over, the inner edge
of said retainer-plate being inwardly bent, a

piece / f' cannot rotate in the

672,234

' headed stud. applied to the opposite cover

edge,and a connecting-bar pivoted to the head
of the supporting-piece and provided with a
recessed opening for engaging said headed
stud, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the oirerha,nging |

‘cover edges of a flexibly-bound book, of a
slotted retainer-plate at the inner side of one

cover edge, a supporting-piece having a head
and a divided shank inserted through the

cover edge and the slot of the retainer-plate,
t and ha,vmﬂ‘ its inner ends bent over, a rein-

forcing layet secured to the cover edﬂ*e be-
tween the same and the retainer-plate, a pwot
sacured to the head of the supporting-piece, a
headed stud connected by a similar retainer-
plate, supporting-piece and reinforcing layer
with the opposite cover edge, and a connect-
ing-bar applied to said pivob ‘and adapted to
engage said stud, substantially as set forth.
4 The combmamon with the overhanging
cover edges of a ﬂembly bound book, of ‘a re-

_‘mmer-plate applied to one of said edﬂ'eb the
inner edge of said retainer-plate Demo' in-

wardly bent, a reinforecing layer mberposed

§O
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between said rebainer-plata and the cover -

edge and extending over the inwardly-bent
portion, ‘a supporting-piece secured to the
cover edge and engaging the retainer-plate, a

stud on the Opposﬂze cover edge, and a con-

necting-bar pivoted to the supporting-piece

and adapted to engage saild stud, Sllbbl)&lﬁl--

tially as set forth.

~ In testimony.that I claim the fmegomﬂ as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

. CHARLES ’ENFANT.
Witnesses:

PAUL GOEPEL,
GEORGE GRIBEL.
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