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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, CLATONIA J. DORTICUS,

g citizen of the Umted States, and a lesuflent

of Newton, in the county of Sussex and State
of New Jersey, haveinvented certain new and
useful Hand- Stamps for Post-Office Use, of
which the following is a specification.

T'his invention has relation to that class of
hand printing-stamps par chulculy designed
for use iIn minor post-offices in cancelmg
and it
consists in the peculml construction thereof
hereinafter described, and particularly set
forth in the claims.

Inmyapplication for Letters Patent filed of
even date herewith (Serial No. 690,125) I have
shown and deseribed and claimed gener 1eally
several forms of hand-stamps f01 post-office

© use, In each of which the part which im prings
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the postmark 1s mounted yieldingly in a
jacket and with its imprinting-surface nor-
mally above the plane of the striking edge of
sald Jacket and in each of which .:LISO the con-
struction is such as that the printing-face of
the die which imprints the postmark may as-
sume a position inclined to the striking edge
of the jJackeft, whereby when the Stllklllﬂ
edge of the jacket is brought into contaet

W113h the surface to be poatmalked the die

will move forward in the jacket and imprint
on sald surface the data to be indicated by
the stamp and will be mstant&neousl} with-
drawn toand held in its normal position, and
1f said striking edge is not caused to hit said
surface squar ely sald die will be enabled to

assume a plane parallel to said surface and

will Imprint the whole of its matter thereon,

thus assuring an unblarred and complete im-

pression of the entire postmark under all or-
dinary circumstances of use. The die, or
that portion of the stamp which forms the
postmark, 1s in all post-office stamps the ex-
pensive part thereof, and as said die or print-
ing portion in all previous proposals with
whlch Iam acquainted is broughtintocontact
with the surface to be imprinted with the
whole of the force exercised by the user said
cie wears out much morer apldly than it does
in the present construction, in which the die—
that is to say, the plm‘rmﬂ' portion of the

stamp—contacts the surface to be imprinted |

ing-die havmg a maximuin length of life.

—_rrm

with much less force than does the striking
edge of the jacket, whereby the life of the
plmtmgr portion of the stamp is prolonged in
comparison with those previously used and
proposed.

Among the several forms of devices shown
in my sald application Serial No. 690,125 there
are several which in common with each
other are further distinguished from previ-
ous proposals in that the connection between
the jacket and the handleis a separable one,
whereby provision is made by which the
Jacket only, which forms a very Inexpensive
part of the structure, largely because it is not
formed to print any maJtel 1al part of the post-
mark, is required to be replaced when its
Str 1]{111*:_" edge becomes worn from use. Hence
the use of these latter forms of my invention
involves a minimum expenditure for renewal
of parts, in addition toincluding a postmark-
In
some of the latter forms of my devices the
construction is suchas to both cancel stamps
and postmark letters or other articles, and in
one of the same (which is made the subJeet-
matter of my application Serial No. 690,849,
filed September 13, 1898) the parts are of spe-
clal form DhIOHG‘hOHt while the other con-
struction (made the sub,]eet matter of my ap-
plication Serial No. 690,850) is such as to
utilize the postmarking and stamp-canceling
die now used in post-offices and necessitates
but slight change therein to adapt it to the
Jaekeb

The present application is generie to that
type of the invention above referred to, in
which the connection between the handle and
the jacket is a separable one, and is specific
to a subordinate Species of the invention, in
which the stamp isintended for postma,lkmfr
or canceling alone, and in which the handle
is vertical (mstecmd of substantially horizon-
tal, as in the other forms referred to) and
must be separated from the jacket in order
to afford access to the die and the means for
supporting the die yieldingly in the jacket.
This subordinate species may be embodied
in different forms of mechanism, some of
which, differing from each other in minor de-
tails, are shown in the accompanying draw-
ings.
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Figure 1is a side view, and Fig. 2 a section,

of one form of device constr ncted in accor d-
ance with my invention. Fig.3isasideview,

‘and Fig. 4 a section, of a slightly-’-modiﬁed

form thereof; and Fig. 5is asection of a third
form of the invention.

In the several forms of the device herein
shown there is employed a handle and a cyl-
inder, within which latter is mounted a die
for postmarking or stamp-canceling, as the

case may be, and a spring for supportingsaid
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die normally in elevated position with its
imprinting-surface above the lower edge of
said cylinder and with the walls of the eylin-
der and die of such relative consbiuutmn as
that the die will be movable laterally within
the eylinder. In each form the die and the
spring supporting it are wholly inclosed
within said cylinder, the handle projects ver-
tically above the cylinder, and the connec-
tion between the handle and cylinder is of
such nature as to permit one to be removed
from the other to afford accessto thedie when
it is desired to remove the latter for renewal
or repair. The eylinder inclosing the die is
hereinafter termed a ‘‘jacket.”

A designates the handle in each form. In
the forms shown in Fligs. 1 to 4, inclusive,
this handleis provided with a depending tube
B, within the lower end of which latteris in-
serted the upper end of a jacket C. ‘Within
the lower portion of said jacket there 18
mounted a die F or F', which is in the form
of a frustum of a cone, and sald die has a ver-
tically-extending shaft or rod G or G, which
is encircled by a coiled spring I or I', the up-
per end of which bears upon a nut H or II',
threaded upon said shatt, and the lower end
of which has a suitable suppmt as herein-

‘afterdescribed. This springoperates to hold

the die normally in _e]eva,ted position and
with its imprinting-surface above the lower
or striking edge E-of the jacket, and its ten-
sion is such as that when said edge L 1is
brought into contact with the surtace to be

- printed the force of the impact thereby cre-
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ated overcomes the power of the spring, and
the die moves forward in the jacket and 1m-
prints on said surface and 1s immediately re-

turned to and held in its elevated position.

This insures a clean unblurred impression.
Asstated above, the wall of the jacket con-
tinguous to the die and said die are of such
relative formns as to permit the latter to move
Iaterally within the jacket. 7This is impor-
tant, in that 1t assures a complete impression
of all the matter on the die whether thestrik-
ing edge K hits the surface to be printed at a
slight ineclination to the plane of said surface
(and thus with greaterforce at one place than
another) or in a plane parallel to said sur-
face. In the formshown in Fig. 5 the jacket
C" is attached by serew-threads directly to
the handle, the tube B being dispensed with.
Referring to Fig. 2,1t will be seen that the

jacket C has an offset D at about its longi- |

tudinal center, that it widens rapidly from | jacket having a striking e

672,226

| said offset to its edge E, and that the spring I

is seated directly upon said offset, while in
the form shown in Fig. 4 the offset D'is very
slight, and the 1151{31111:1,13101:1 of the walls of the

J&okeb is correspondingly slight, and aring J
rests upon said offset and affords the support
for the spring I'. In the form shown in Ifig.
5 the wall of the portion of the jacket which
contains said die is vertical, and a ring J' is
attached to sald wall for the pmpose of 3up-
porting said spring.

In each form of device the opening through

which the rod or shaft of the die projects 18

of greater diameter than said rod or shafrt,

50 as to not interfere w1th the lateral play of

the die.

The die F' (shown in Fig. 4) is mtended for
postmarking and is of that well-known con-

straction thereof in which the dating portion

is removable. In this event the screw K,
which secures said dating portion in place,
projects through an opening L in the jacket,

‘which openingis so proportioned to the screw

as to permit the latter to move longitudinally
and laterally thereof.
If desired, the jacket may be formed or

provided with a ring or offset to limit the 1n-

ward movement of said jacket within the tube
B, as shown at M, Fig. 4.

"When access to the die is desired, the Jaeket
is withdrawn from the tube B, Wlthm which
it is held by friction in the constructions
shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, or the handle
is unscrewed from the jacket with the con-
struction shown in Iig. 5. When this has
been done, the tension of the spring support-
ing the die may be adjusted, or the die may
be readily removed from the jacket, if desired.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim 18—

1. In a hand-stamp, bhe combination of the
handle, a jacket removably connected with

said handle and having a plain striking edge,
and an impriotin g-die, carrying all the print-
ing characters yieldingly supported in said
jacket with its imprinting-surface normally

| above the plane of said striking edge and

separable from said jacket.

2. In a hand-stamp, the combination with
the handle, of the jacket removably connect-
ed thereto and having a striking edge, and
the die movably mounted in said ;]aeket with
its imprinting -surface normally above the
plane of said striking edge, said jacket and
die being relatively constructed so that the

die may assume a position ineclined to the

striking edge of the jacket when the die is 1n
printing posﬂnon

3. In a hand-stamp, the combination of the
jacket, a handle closing the upper end of said
jacket and rigidly and removably connected
therewith, and a yieldingly-supported die,
removably mounted in said jacket with its
printing-surface normally above the striking
edge thereof.

4 In a hand-stamp, the eombmatwn of the

edge, a die in the
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lower portion of said jacket having a rod or
shaft in the upper portion thereof, a spring
encireling said rod or shaft and operating to
support the die yieldingly in said jacket w lth
its printing-surface normally above said strik-
ing edge, and a handle closing the upper end

- of sald jacket and rigidly and removably con-
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nected therewith, substantially as described

~and for the purposes set forth.

5. A hand-stamp, comprising a handle hav-
ing a depending tube, a jacket removably in-
serted in sald tube and having a rigid con-
nection therewith, said jacket having a strik-

-1ng edge, a die mounted in the lower portion

of said jacket and having a shaft in the up-
per portion thereof, and a spring engaging
said shaft and operating to support said die
yieldingly in the jacket with its imprinting-
surface normally above the plane of said strik-
ing edge, said die and its yielding support be-

ing 1emovable from the jacket and said han-

dle closing the upper portion of the jacket.

fc

6. The herein-described hand-stamp, con-
sisting of a handle having a depending tnbe,
a Jacket removably inserted in said tube and
projecting below the same, said jacket hav-
ing a striking edge, a die in the lower portion
of said jacket and formed relatively thereto
to permit lateral play, a shaft extending from
sald die into the upper portion of said jacket,
anut threaded on the upper end of said shaft,
a spring in the upper portion of said jacket,
engaging said nut and operating to hold the
die normally elevated within the jacket and
to return it to its elevated position instanta-
neously upon the completion of an imprint,
substantially as described.

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, this 1st day of
September, A. D. 1898.

CLATONIA J. DORTICUS

Witnesses:

C. J. STOCKMAN,
E. . GENNERT.

25

30

35



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

