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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANKLIN STRATTO\T a
citizen of the United States, residing in Buf-
falo, 11;1 the county of Erie and St&te of New
Yor 1{ ave invented acertain newand useful
Improved Body for Vehicles or the Like, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved body
for vehicles or the like, in which one or more
of the seats are &IP&Uﬂ'ed so that they can be

when notin use.

For a full understanding of the meritsund
advantages of the in ventlou reference is to be
had to the accompanying drawings and the
following descrlptmn |
- The mventlon 1S su&eepmble to various
changesin the form, proportion, and minorde-

tails of construction without departing from

theprinciple or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages thereof, and to a full disclosure of the
invention an adaptatlon thereof is shown in
the accompanying drawings, in which—
[Figure 1 representsa side elevation of my
impr oved body withthe foldingseats closed on
the body. Fig. 2 is aside elevatlon with the
folding seatsin open position. Fig. 3is a ver-
tical lonﬂ%udmal section on or about line a a,
Fig. 6. Plﬂ‘ 4 18 a vertical longltudmdl sec-
tion on line b b, Fig. 5. Fig. 5is a top plan
view of a frawment of the body, showing the
rear folding seat open. Kig. 61s a top plan
view of a fraﬂ'ment of the body, showing the
front foldmcr seat open. Fig. 7 is a vertical

. transverse fmﬂ'mentary section on line ¢,

IFig. 8. Fig. 8 is a vertical transverse frag-
mentaly section on line d d, Fig. 4. Fig. 91is
a detached fragment of the stop |

In referring 130 the drawings for the details
of construction like numera,ls designate like
parts.

My improved vehicle-body preferably com-
prises a body portion 1, having a middle sta-
tionary or permanent seat, 9 and rear and
forward folding seats. The forward seat is
preferably formed substantially as shown in
Fig. 3, having aseat portion 3, which is hinged
to the for wmd extremes 4 of ‘the body by the
hinges §, and a back 6, hinged to the seat por-
131011 by the hinges 7. Phe seat has a longi-
tudinal slot 8 on each side, (see Fig. 6,) and

on each side at 18 and 19, (see Fig

6 and at the opposite end to a connecting-rod
10, which in turn is pivoted at its lowen end
o ’rhe wagon-body.

The da,sh 11 is hinged to the forward end of

the body by the hnwes 12, and connecting-

rods 13 are pivoted to the lower forward por-
tion of the seat and the dash on each side
and act tosupport the forward portion (::f the

seat from tilting down when the seat is in the

open position %hown in full lines in Fig. 3.

A strengthening-strip of metal 14 is plefel -
ably plaeed along the lower inner side of each
side of the wagon-body, and the forward end
18 bent uponitself to form the stop 15 tolimit
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the downward movement of the dash, a metal

finger 16 projecting from the dash and ex-
tending through the opening 17 in the bent
porbmn the ddbh being tipped by the finger
striking against the bent portion, sub%tan-
tially as shown in Fig. 3.

Portions of the dash and seat are cat Away
. 2 ) so that
they will fold closely ton‘ether.

A spring~strip-20,havingits end curled npon
1tself, is fastened to the dash and holds the
for ward seat and dash in their closed position,
the curled end of the spring being sprung
over the top of the back, as shown in Fig. 1.

The rear seat 21 folds upon the rear of the
body, so as to close the same and also present
a tasteful pleasing appearance to the eye, the
entire seat being hinged to the rear of the
body.

‘The rear ends of the.metal strips 14 are bent
upon themselves to form the portions 22, and
metal strips 23 extend from the rear seat and
are pivoted in the bent portions by the screws
or pins 24, the opening movement of the seat
being limited by the striking of the strips
against the bent tops of the portions 22.

The back 25 is hinged to the rear seat by
the hinges 26, and the back 1s held in its open
posmon and the seat locked against a forward
tilting movement by folding loekmﬂ‘ devices.
These devices are a,rranwed on each side of
the seat and preferably consist of a metal bar
27, pivoted at its respective ends to the seat
and to the upper end of a connecting-rod 28,
which 1s pivoted at an mtetmedlate point 60
the body by the screw or pivot 29 and at its
lower end to a short bar 30, which in turn is
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a metal bar9 is pivoted at oneend to the back | pivoted to a metal extension or lip 31, fas-
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tened to the body. " The lower end of the con-
necting-rod is bent, so as to project over one
side of the lower short bar 30 and form a stop

32, which prevents pivotal movement of the.

bar 30 and rod 28 with respect to each other
In one direction.

The operation of the device will be easily

understood- from the foregoing description
and drawings.
matically against closing when opened by the
1ointed rods and cannot be closed until the

backs are partially folded forward. Therear

seat 18 so hinged to the body that when in its
open position ample space or foot-room 1is left
between itself and the middle seat. The for-—

ward seat and the dash are separated suffi- |

clently when open to leave ample foot-room

and when folded together constltute a dash

~ for the middle seat.
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.The principal advantages of the invention

reside in the simplicity of construction, the:
beauty of outline and shape when in eithev
position, the opening and closing of the sev-
eral portions without disturbing the middle
or permanentseat, and the positive antomatic

locking of the seats in their open position.

Another peculiar advantage of the device
" 1s that the ‘back of ‘the rearseat cannot-strike.

against themiddle seat when closing, aswhen
the back is not tilted sufficiently by the op-
erator to clear the middle seat the forward
closing movement of the rear seat portion
automatically bends the jointed rods toward

each other, thereby turning the back down-
ward a sufficient distance to avoid striking
The jointed rods also hold

the middle seat.

- the back in rigid posifion when the rear seat

is folded down to avoid marring the adjacent
parts.

I claim as my invention—

1. A vehicle or the like, having a body, a

movable seat mounted on said body, a back

hinged to said seat, jointed two-part locking-

rods pivoted to the body and bars pivoted at
their respective-ends to the back and locking-

rods.

2. A vehicle or the like, having a body, a

hinged seat, a back hinged to said seat, rods

for locking said seat in its open position and |

The seats are locked auto-
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| bars pivoted to the rods and back, said rods

and bars automatically folding the back when
partially closed to avoid striking the body as
the seat is closing upon the body.

3. A vehicle or the like, having a body, a
seat hinged thereto and provided with elon-
gated slots, a back hinged tosaid seat, ;]omted
lockmw—rods pivoted to the body and passing
thmun'h the longitudinal slots and bars piv-
oted to the upper ends of the rods and the

back. -
4. A body for vehicles and the like, having

5'0

55

60

a dash hinged to ifs forward end, a seat hinged

in the rear of the dash, connecting-rods be-
tween the seat and dash, a back hinged to the
seat, and jointed locking-rods between the
back and the body, as set forth.

5. A body for vehicles and the like having
adash hinged to its forward end, a seat hinged
in'the rear of the dash, connecting-rods be-
tween the seat and dash, a back hinged to the
seat, locking-rods between the back and the

“body, and stops forlimiting theopening move-

ment of the seat, as set forth.

6. A body for vehicles-and the like having
adash hinged to itsforward-end, a seat hinged
in the rear of the dash, and having longitu-
dinal slots, connecting-rods between the seat

and dash, and jointed locking-rods passing.

through the slots in the seat and pivoted at
tbeir ends to the back and body, as set forth.

7. A body for vehicles and the like having
a ‘dash and forward and rear seats hinged

thereto; said dash and forward seat being

adapted to be folded together to form a front
portion and the rear seat to be folded upon

the end of said body to form a closed end

therefor, as séet forth.

8. A body for vehicles and the like having
a seat and dash adapted to be folded together
when the seat is not in use, t0 constitute a
dash for the adjacent seat, as set forth.

9. A body for vehicles and the like having
a hinged seat and dash adapted to be folded
together when the seat is not in use.

_ FRANKLIN STRATTON.

‘Witnesses:

L. M. BILLINGS,
. A. NEUBAUER.,.
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