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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ELBERT SNEDEKER, a
citizen of the United States of America, and
a resident of the borough of Brooklyn, in the
city of New York and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Garment or Fabrie Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to'improvements in
carment and fabric fasteners.

In particularthe invention aims to provide
a construction wherein the pointed bar of the
fastener is supported near both its ends
against being deflected by the weight of the
suspended fabric. This support is afforded
by a hook or hooks which when the fastener
is closed engage under the said pointed bar.
To provide for readily opening the fastener,
the plate on which the hooks are formed is
equipped with a thumb-piece, and animpor-
tant feature of the invention is the shape of
this thumb-piece, which is bent outwardly
from said pointed bar, so that the suspended
fabric shall not press on the thumb-piece and
tend to free the hooks from said bar. If said
thumb-piece were not so bent, the fabric
would be crowded too much between it and
said bar and would tend to free said hooks
from said bar.

Referring to the drawings which accom-
pany the specification to aid the description,
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the fastener
closed. Fig. 2 is a section and elevation on
the line 2 2 of Fig. 1, but showing the fas-
tener open. Fig. 8 is a similar view, but
showing the fastener closed. Fig. 4 is an ele-
vation of a modified construction wherein the
hook fis dispensed with and an eye is sub-
stituted therefor. Fig. 5 is a section on the
line 5 5 of Fig. 4.

The body ¢, Fig. 1, formed of any suitable
wire in the nusual manner, is connected with
the pointed bar b by the coiled spring ¢, and
the direction of the coil is as shown and so

that the opening of the pointed bar b tends

to wind up the coil. The housing d isshaped

as shown 8o as to give a support for the point
e at two places and constituting in efiect a
long housing, which gives greatly-added sup-
port to the point and much diminishes its |

| tendency to bend under the weight of the

fabric.
A support for the bar b, to prevent the bend-
ing of the same under the weight of the fab-

' ric, is provided in the following manner: The

suspending-hook fis formed integral with or
firmly secured to a plate g, which is prefer-
ably shaped as shown and is nearly as long
as the space between the spring-.c and hous-
ing d. Said plate g is hinged on the top bar
of the body a, as shown, by hinge-lugs & h,
and the lower edge of said plate g is provided
with hooks 7 7, which engage under the bar 0,
near the ends thereof, when the fastener is
closed, and thus support the said bar mear
both its ends. Between said hooks 2 2 is the
thumb-piece 7, which is bent downwardly and
outwardly from the bar b, so that when said
bar b is pinned through a fabric said fabric
will not press against the thumb-piece 7 80 as
to free the hooks ¢ 7 from the bar 6. 'The po-
sition of such fabric 1s indicated by dotted
lines in Fig. 3.

Referrmg to Figs. 4 and D, the body o' is
now provided WIth an eye p, formed by bend-
1ng said body o' as shown, and the plate g’
is formed without the hook 7, the said eye p
now being secured to a hook or other device
onone of thefabrics which are to be connected.
The constructions of FKigs. 4 and 5 are espe-
cially adapted to use with garments.

Now, having described my improvements, |
claim as my invention—

1. The combination in a fastener, of a body

.and a pointed bar connected therewith by a

coiled spring, a suspending-eye on said body,
a plate hinged on said body of the fastener
and adapted to support said pointed bar, and
a thumb-piece on said plate bent outwardly

from the said bar, to provide for the passage

of fabric between the thumb-piece and bar,
substantially as described.

2. Thecombination in a fastener, of a body,
a pointed bar, a spring connecting said body
and bar, a housing as described for the point,
a plate hinged on the body of the fastener,
hooks on said plate adapted to support said
pointed bar, and a thumb-piece on said plate
bent outwardly from said bar, substantially
as described.
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3. The combination in a fastener, of abody [ Signed at New York city, New York, this
and a pointed bar connected by a coiled spring, | 16th day of January, 1901.
and a plate hinged on the body and provided

with means for supporting the pointed bar, ELBERT SNEDEKER.
5 and athumb-piece on said plate curved down- Witnesses:
wardly and outwardly from said pointed bar, BERNARD J. ISECKE,

substantially as described. | DAviD WALTER BROWN.
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