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To all whom it may corncermn: '

Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. W EIR,a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mon-
mouth,in the county of Cook and State of I1li-
nois, have invented certain .new and useful
Improvements in Fruit-Jar Covers, of which
the following is a specification. |

This invention relates to improvements 1n
fruit-jar covers,and has for its primary object
the provision of simple, cheap, and effective
fastening means whereby the cover of a fruit-
jar may be instantly and effectively sealed as
against accidental opening or unsealed when
it is desired toremove the contents of the jar.
This object is attained by the devices illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, In
which— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fruit-
jar having a fastening device applied there-
to embodying my inventioun, and Fig. 2 is a
side elevation thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate the
samne parts in both figures of the drawings.

Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, A indicates a jar of any suitablc
shape or dimensions, B a cover therefor, and
C aspring-bail pivotally secured to the jar in
the usnal manner. On the top of the cover is
a pair of bearings D, adapted to receive trun-
nions E, which project from opposite sides of
a bell-crank lever F, at the angle thereof, the
short arm of said lever being provided with
a perforation through which the bail C passes,
while the longer spring-arm terminates in a
free end, which isutilized as a handle for ma-
nipulating it, as indicated by dotted lines in
Fig. 2. Preferably the bearings D take the
form of a pair of lugs having in their top
sides shallow depressions for receiving the
trunnions E, said lugs being located a suffi-
cient distance apart to leave clearance to ad-
mit the elbow or angle of the lever. The
trunnions E are of small diameter as com-
pared with the radius of the short arm of the
lever and also as compared with the curva-

ture of the depressions in which they fit, so

that in the process of locking and unlocking

the cover the trunnions slide but little on

their bearings, the friction being morein the
nature of a rolling than a sliding {riction. As
also indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, the
bell-crank lever is attached to and carried by

1 the bail, which latter is of such height above

the trunnion - bearings on the cover that

‘whenever the leverislocked upon said bear-

ings the bail must be sprung in order to pass
the dead-center, and such tension is relied
upon to firmly hold the cover in position upon
the jar. When the fastening device is not in
operation, it hangs, as shown by the dotted
lines in Fig. 2; but when it is desired to seal

| the jar the bail and lever are swung up until

the trunnions come to their seats on the bear-
ings D, as illustrated in Fig. 2, after which
sufficient pressure is applied to the free end
of the lever to depress the same against the
tension of the bail, and thus caunse it to be
swung,with theshortarm of thelever,overthe
trunnions and past the dead-center between
the trunnions and the pivoted ends of the
bail, when the tension of the bail will serve
to hold the lever in locked position, as illus-

trated in Fig. 1, the free end of the lever in

this position now serving as a stop to the fur-
ther rotation of the lever. Whenever it is
desired to open the jar,it issimply necessary
to force up the free end of the lever until the
bail passes the dead-center, when it, together
with the lever, may he swung down out of
the way to permit the removal of the cover.
This fastening device is exceedingly simple

and effective. The lever is made in one piece, .

of metal, and is therefore exceedingly cheap,

and it may be quickly and. readily manipu-

lated to either seal or unseal the jar.
Having thus described my invention, what

| T claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18— |

1. Thecombination witha jar,itscover,and
a spring-bail pivoted to said jar, of a bell-
crank lever through one arm of which said
bail passes, and trunnions on said lever at
the angle thereof adapted to seat upon said
cover, the parts being so constructed and ar-
ranged that in the process of locking the cover

the bail passes the dead-center, substantially

as described.
2. The combination with a jar, a spring-bail

pivoted thereto, and a cover provided with

open bearing-sockets at the center thereof, of
a bell-erank lever through one arm of which
passes the bail and trannions on said lever at
the angle thereof adapted to seat in the bear-

| ings on said cover, the parts being so con-
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struected and arranged that in the process of
locking the cover the bail passes the dead-
center, substantially as described.

3. The combination witha jaranditscover,
of aspring-bail pivoted to the jar, a bell-crank
lever through the short arm of whieh the bail
passes, trunnions carried by the bell-crank
lever at the angle thereof, bearings carried by
the cover and adapted to receive the trun-
nions, and a stop for limiting the movement
of the bell-crank lever in the process of lock-
ing the cover, said stop being arranged to per-
mit the bail to pass the dea,d eenter sub%ta,n-

- tially as deseribed.

4. T'he combination with a jarand its cover,
of aspring-bail pivoted to the jar, a bell-crank
lever through the short arm of which the bail

~passes, trunnions carried by the lever at the
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of aspring-bail pivoted to the jar, a bell-crank |
30

angle thereof, lugs projecting from the cover
and having depressions forming bearings for |
the trunnions, said lugs being located a bllﬂl-

ctent distance apart to provide between them

clearancefortheelbow of thelever, and means.
for permitting the point of connection be-

tween the bailand leverto move pastthe dead-
center in the process of locking the cover, sub-
stantially as described.

5. Thecombination witha jarand its cover,

lever through the short arm of which the bail
passes, trunnions carried by the lever at the

672,049

angle thereof, said trunnions being of small .

diameter as compared with the radius of the
short arm of the lever, curved depressions on
top of the cover in which the trunnions bear
the curvature of said depressions being
agreater than that of the trunnions, and a stop
for arresting the movement of the lever when
1n the process of locking the cover the bail
has passed the dead-center, substanmally as

descmbed |
6. Thecombination w1th a jarand its cover, .

of aspring-bail pivoted to the jar, abell-cr ank

lever through the short arm of which the bail
passes, tfrunnions carried by the lever at the
angle thereof, lugs projecting from the cover
and having depressions forming bearings for
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the trunnions, said lugs being located a suffi-

cient distance apart to provide between them
clearance for theelbowof the lever, and means

5O

for permitting the point of- connectmn be:

tween the bail and lever to move past the dead-

center in the process of locking the cover, the

long arm of the lever being a.dnpted to eo_ntact
with the cover and thereby form a stop for

limiting the movement of the lever, substan-

tially as desecribed. |
WILLIAM S. WEIR.

Witnesses:
J. E. MALEY,

C. S. RICHARDS,
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