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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE G. TIERNEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New

Hampton, in the county of Chickasaw and

State of Iowa, have invented a new and use-
ful Vehicle-Top Attachment, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

This invention relates to foldable vehicle-
tops, and has for one object to provide im-
proved means for supporting the top in its
normal or set-up position and-arranged for

convenient manipulation to fold the top when-
It is furthermore designed to

ever desired.
provide the supporting means in the nature
of an attachment, so that it may be conven-
iently attached to any ordinary buggy or other
vehicle top without altering the said top or
the body of the vehicle.

With these and other objects in view the

present invention consists in the combination

and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully deseribed, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and particularly point-
ed outin theappended claims, it being under-
stood that changes in the form, proportion,

size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

In thedrawings, Figure 118 a sideelevation
of a foldable top and a vehicle-body having

the present invention applied thereto, a por-

tion of the side of the vehicle being broken
away to show the means whereby the device
is manipulated to lock and unlock the fold-
able top. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation thereof.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged  detail sectional view
taken through the interlocking connection be-
tween the attachment and the vehicle-top.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail front elevation.

thereof. Fig. 5 is a detail transverse sec-
tional view taken through the locking-wedge.
Fig. 6 is a detail side elevation showmg the
device in the folded position of the top.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the ﬁgures of the
drawings.

In order that the invention may be fully

understood, I have illustrated in the draw-

ings the body of a buggy 1, having an ordi-

Serial No, 49,872,

“ment of the sleeve.

| wardly-directed earsorwings?.

sponding rear ends of the grooves.

{No model.)

nected to the forward portions oi the opposite
ends of the seat in any common or ordinary

manner.
It will be understood that duplicate devices
are provided at opposite sides of the vehicle

for supporting the respective sides of the top,

both devices being operated from a single
rock-shaft mounted upon the back of the

buggy-seat, and therefore adescription of one

of the devices is deemed sufficient.

- Incarrying out the present invention there

is provided an attaching-bracket 3, which is
secured to the back portion of one end of
the vehicle-seat and having an outwardly-di-
rected projection or arm 4, which is of polyg-
onal shape. Upon the outer end of the arm
there is provided a bracket comprising a
sleeve 5, having a polygonal interior to fit
the arm, the latter being reduced to form an

| intermediate shoulder, against which the in-

ner end of the sleeve bears, there being a nut

{ or other suitable fastening device applied to

the outer end of the arm to prevent displace-
From the opposite ends
of the sleeve rise the side pieces 6, which
are parallel and incline forwardly, the inter-

‘mediate portions thereof being laterally en-

larged or provided with corresponding rear-

In theinner
faces of theseside pieces and extending trans-

versely acrossthe wingsare the corresponding
grooves 8, which are designed for the slid-
able reception of the wedge 9, which moves
inwardly and outwardly through the corre-
Located
above the grooves and between the side pieces
is an open-ended socket or sleeve 10, which
is pivoted midway of its ends upon the side
pieces by means of the pivot-pins or journals
11, so as to swing in a vertical plane across
the top of the wedge.

Between the bracket and the foldable top

there extends a connecting-rod 12, which has

its upper end pivotally connected to that top
bow which is hinged- upon the seat, as indi-
cated at 13, the adjacent pivotal connection
between the top of the bow and the adjacent
link between the bows also serving for the
connection between the conneecting-rod and
the top. The lower end of the rod is mounted
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nary foldable top 2, which is hmfredly con- | to slide longitudinally throu*:rh the socket |
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and is provided with a terminal head 14 for |

engagement with the lower end of the socket,
thel eby to limit the upward movement of bhe
rod and prevent the top from being swung
too far forward. |

- Normally the wedge 9 lies across and in en-
gagement with the lower headed end of the
connecting-rod or top-prop 12, which takes
the place of the usual jointed prop, and thus
the prop, 1s locked and the top is held in its
normal set-up or raised position. To unlock
the prop it is merely necessary to withdraw
the wedge from beneath the lower end of the
brop when the top may be folded backwardly
in the ordinary manner, the prop-rod sliding
downwardly through the socket and the lat-
ter turning rearwardly as the top is folded in
the same direetion until it assumes the posi-
tion showp 1n Fig. 6 of the drawings.

For convenience in manipulating the lock- !

ing-wedge a transverse rock shaft or rod 15
1s mounted upon the outer side of the back
of the seat, with 1ts respective ends projected
at the opposite sides of the seat, so as to lie
1n rear of the respective brackets at the oppo-
site sides of the foldable top. A suitable
crank-arm 16 is fixedly carried by each end

~ of the rock-shaft and is pivotally connected
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to the under side of the adjacent wedge or
locking-slide, as indicated at 17, so that by
rocking the shaft the wedges may be simulta-
neously slid inwardly and outwardly across
the lower ends of the respective top-props for
the purpose of locking and unlocking the
same.

In order that the rock-shaft may be con- |

veniently rocked, there is provided a foot-
lever 13, which is located within the body of
the vehicle and beneath the seat thereof, the
rear end of the lever being fulerumed upon a
suitable bearing-bracket 19, secured to the
bottom of the vehicle and in rear of the seat,
the forward end of the lever being projected
slightly in front of the seat, so as to be in con-
venient reach of the foot of the driver or per-
son occupying the seat. A suitable spring 20
is interposed betweeu the under side of the
lever and the bottom of the vehicle to nor-
mally and yieldingly elevate the front free
end of the lever, and a connecting rod or link
21 has its lower end pivotally connected to an

intermediate portion of the lever, from which |

it rises and 1s pivotally connected to a lateral
projection or crauk-arm 22, carried by the
middle portion of the rock-shaft. By this ar-
rangement the spring normally holds the
wedges at their forward limits through the
several Intermediate connections, and said
wedges may be conveniently withdrawn from
their locked engagement with the props by
pressing downwardly upon the free end of the
lever, thereby rocking the rock-shaft rear-
wardly and pulling the wedges outwardly
from the props through the connections af-
forded by the respective terminal crank-
arms 16.
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From the foregoing description it is appar-
ent that the present device may be applied
to any ordinary buggy-top without altering
or changing thesame orthe body of the buggy
beyond substituting the present props for the
usual jointed props. Moreover, the top 18 se-
curely held in its upright position and is ef-
fectually prevented from being collapsed by
the jolting of the buggy. As will be under-
stood by reference to Kig. 6 of the drawings,
the lower end of the prop will strike against
the forward end of the adjacent locking-
wedge when the top is being raised, thereby

| automatically forecing the wedge rearwardly

to permit of the prop rising through the
socket into its normal position, whereby it 18
not necessary to press downwardly upon the
foot-lever when it desired to raise the top.

Wht is claimed is—

1. A foldable vehicle-top atta,chment com-
prising a bracket for connection with a ve-
hicle-body, a vertically-swinging open-ended
socket pivotally mounted upon the bracket, a
top-prop received slidably through the socket

a locking device mounted upon the bracket
and slidable across the lower open end of the
socket, and means for moving the locking de-
vice in opposite directions.

2. A foldable vehicle-top attachment com-
prising a bracket for connection wmh a ve-
hicle-body, and having opposite side pieces,
which are provided in their inner faces with
corresponding transverse grooves, an open-
ended socket pivoted intermediate of its ends
between the side piecesand above the grooves,
a top - prop slidably received through the
socket, a locking device slidably mounted in
the corresponding grooves and arranged for
engagement with the lower end of the propin
1ts extended position, and means for moving
the locking device in opposite directions.

3. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a bracket, a vertically-
swinging open-ended socket mounted there-
on, a locking-slide carried by the bracket and
moving across the lower end of the socket, a
top-propslidably received through the socket,
a rock-shaft, having a crank-arm pivotally
connected tothe locking device, and a spring-
actuated lever operatively connected to the
rock-shaft. |

4. The combination with a vehicle-body, a
seat thereon, and a foldable top, of brackets
provided at opposite ends of the seat, and hav-
ing outwardly-directed projections, a bracket
supported upon each projection, and com-
prising opposite upstanding side pieces pro-
vided in their inner faces with corresponding
grooves, an open-ended socket pivoted inter-
mediate of 1ts ends between the upper ends
of the side pieces and above the grooves, a
top-prop having its upper end pivotally con-
nected to the adjacent side of the top and
also slidably received through the socket, the
lower end of the prop being prowded with an
enlarged head, a Wedge-shaped slide mount-
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672,023 3
ed in the grooves and normally in engage- | the rock-shaft, and a connection between the 1o
ment with the outer end of the head, a rock- | lever and the intermediate erank-arm.
shaft mounted across the back of the seat, In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

and provided with terminal ecrank-arms piv- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
5 otally connected to the respective slides, a | the presence of two witnesses.

foot-lever having one end fulecrumed upon | GEORGE G. TIERNEY.
the bottom of the vehicle-body, a spring to Witnesses:
normally yieldably elevate the free end of the M. F. CONDON,

lever, an intermediate crank-arm carried by | B. C. TIERNEY.
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