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To all whom it may concern:

citizen of the United States, residing at Oce-
ano, in the county of San Luis Obispo and
State of California, have invented a new and
useful Machine for the Saving of Fine and
Flour Gold, of which the followmﬂ' 1S a speci-
fication.

This invention relates generally to a gold-
saving apparatus, and more paxtleula,r]y to
one adapt-ed to saving the fine and flour gold
by the use of amalgamating - plates and by
means known as ‘‘ foreced contact,” the object
of the invention being to prowde for the even
distribution of the water and all gold-bearing
material over any width of surface desire1 aud
at the same time dispensing with all power
necessary to operate machinery.

With this object in view my invention con-
sists in the details of constructign and nov-
elties of combination hereinafter described,
and pointed out in fhe claim.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal
section. Fig. 2 is a side elevation, and Fig 3
1S a top plem view.

Referring to the drawings, F indicates a re-

ceiver for Water and the auriferous material,

the water used in washing away the bank in
a placer being used -to convey the material
through the receiving portion F, thereby dis-
pensing with all power. Therecelver Fis in
the nature of a trough and dischargesinto an
essentially V-shaped distributing - table G,
said table having a series of vertical distrib-
uting blades or guides A, each of which hasa
tubular central portion, through which passes
a securing-bolt having a thumb-nut K aupon
the upper end and by means of which the
blades or guides can be regulated or adjusted
in order to evenly distribute the material
through the amalgamating - plates B, which
are arranged in successive or step-like order
in a box- hke portion into which the distrib-
uting - table discharges, and hinged to the

end of the box containing the a,malﬂ‘amatlnﬂ*- :

plates is an adjustable table H, connected to
said box by means of a hinge J, and arranged
in the said portion H is a strm of burlap C,

so extending from end to end over a series of

transverse slats or bars D, thereby providing |

| arifile for the purpose of catching by contact
Be it known that I, WILLIAM MOBERRY, 4 |

all of the gold-bearing material whieh is not
held on the amalgamating-plates.

By construeting my improved gold-saving
appliance in this manner the amalgamating-
plates are arranged substantially horizontal,
which will cause the water to move so slowly
over them that it will give the gold which is
held in suspension an opportunity tosettlein
the bottom and to be deposited on the plates.
It will also prevent the formation of a rap-
idly-moving current, which would not only
prevent the precipitation of the gold, but
would wash or scour the gold off the plates
which had already been deposited. In addi-
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tion to this the edge of each plate projects a -

slight distance beyond the board or step to
which it issecured, thereby causing the water
and material tohave a clear and unobstructed
fall from one step to the other, which will in-
sure a contact at the point where the stream
strikes the plate. The last plate will extend
over the hinge between the plates and the ta-
ble, and thus prevent any leakage at the joint.
By forming the bottom of the box from a se-

| ries of transverselv -arranged boards, with the

lower edge of each one resting upon the up-
per edge of the next sucoeeding one below, &
very cheap and efficient construction 1S se-
cured and which will give a good and sub-
stantial support for the plates.

The arrangement of the rods and burla,p in
the inclined t,mucrh like table H will cause
the burlap to form a riffle or pocket for each
rod, the form of said pockets being automat-
1ca,11y varied by the adjustment of the table,
thereby rendering the operation of the dewce
very efficient and satisfactory.

- It will also be seen that I provide an
apparatus which dispenses with power for
the purpose of operation and which evenly
distributes the gold -bearing material first

through a series of a,ma,lga,matm -plates and
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then through a contact-apron tormed into a 95
series of riffles, by means of which all of the -

cold-bearing material will be retained by the
apparatus as the water passes therethrough.
Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent of the United States, 15—
In a gold-saving device, a sectional trough
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composed of a section with amalgamating-
plates, and a second section pivotally secured
to the first section, whereby its inclination
may be changed, said second section being
composed of an imperforate bottom, cross-
pieces above said bottom, and a textile fab-
ric overlying said cross-pieces and adapted by
sagging to form riffle-pockets whose form is

[H—

automatically variable by the adjustment of
the section.
Dated at Oceano, county of San Luis Obispo,
State of California, February 25, 1897.
WILLIAM MOBERRY.
Witnesses:
CHAS. FISK,
JOHN KNUDREN.
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