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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, HOMER LOUIS GRAY, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Mosca, county of Costilla, and State of Colo-
rado, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mailing-Tubes, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to theaccompanying drawings, forming a
part of thereof, in which similar characters ot
reference indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to an improved mail-
ing-tube; and the object thereof is to provide
a, device of this character whichis adapted for
retaining legal papers, drawings, merchan-
dise, &c., in such a secure manner that lia-
bility of accidental loss of contents is obvi-
ated, while at the same time the said contents
can be readily inspected by post-office ofii-
cials and removed by the receiver without

danger of injury.

The device is practicable, inexpensive, and
durable, and it is susceptible of reuse, if de-
sired. - o -

The invention will be hereinafter fully de-
seribed, and specifically set forth in the an-
nexed claim. - |

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 18 a per-
spective view, partly in section, showing my

improved tube closed and ready for transpor-
Fig. 2 is a disassembled perspective:
view; and Fig. 3is a longitudinal section ele-
vation showing the parts connected.

tation.

In the practice of my invention I employ,
primarily,two tubular sections A and A’,com-
posed,preferably,of pasteboard; but any com-
pressed fibrous substance may be employed.

These two tubular sections are of equal di-’

ameter; butthe tube A'isconsiderablyshorter

than the tube A, and said tube A'is provided

with an extended split tube B, which 1s
adapted to telescope within the tube A when
the parts of the device are assembled, ready
for mailing.
tube B are normally not quite parallel with

each other, whereby the diameter of the free
end of said tube may be contracted to admit

of readily inserting the said tube B within the
elongated tube A. o

The tube A is provided at its outer end with
a erimped or rolled inwardly-turned flange a,
to act as a means for strengthening the tube
and to prevent accidental loss of the contents

The two edges b of the split

I of the device while it is being carried through

the mails; and the outer end of the tube A’
is provided with a similar flange o', adapted
for the same purposes. The tubes A and A’
are respectively supplied with fastening-tapes
C and C', which are permanently secured to
the inner ends of the respective tubes and
adapted to be tied together on the outside by
means of a bow-knot ¢, asillustrated by Kig.
1 of the drawings. . |

In the operation and use of the device a
roll of documents orotherarticle to be mailed
is placed within the tube B. Said tubeis then
slightly contracted to admit of its being
readily telescoped within the tube A, wherein
it is allowed to expand and maintain frie-
tional contact to prevent accidental removal.
The tapes C and C' are then tied together to
hold the two tubes in connection with each
other, or a postage-stamp, as 2, may be pasted
over the joint of the tubes A and A'. .

To remove the contents of the device, it 18
simply necessary to pull upon the two tubes
A and A’ in opposite directions, and when
they are disconnected it is obvious that the

55

60_

70

75

contents can be readily removed from the ex- -

pansible split tube B without any liability of
injury.

30

Having thus described my invention, what

‘I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— | |

In a mailing-tube, the combination with the

tube-section A of greaterlength,and the tube-

section A’, of lesser length, adapted to each
other as specified, of thecleft tubular exten-
sion B, attached to the said tube-section A/,

‘and adapted and arranged to telescopically

engage the said tube-section A, asdescribed,
the tapes C and C' attached, one, to each of
said tube-sections to afford facility for tying
said sections together, the flange a, in said

tube-section A and theflange a', in said tube-
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section A', all substantially as and for the -

purpose set forth.
In testimony that
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-

ence of two witnesses, this 21st day of July,
A. D. 1900. | S |
HOMER LOUIS GRAY.
Witnesses: -

WiLLiaAM HOPKINS,
WILLIAM N. GRAY.

I claim the foregoing as

I00




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

