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To all whom it may corceri:

Beitknown thatI, HOMER I.. GRAY,a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of Mosca,
county of Costilla and State of Colorado, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Horse-Detaching Devices, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part thereof, in which similar characters
of reference indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to an improved de-
vice for detaching a team of runaway horses
from a moving vehicle; and the object thereof
is to provide an efficient means for this pur-
pose which embodies a practicable and dura-
ble construction and which is applicable for
attachment to any form of vehiele. .

The invention will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed and specifically set forth in the an-
nexed claims. -

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view illustrating my improved de-
vice, and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
elevation.

In the practice of my invention 1 employ,

primarily, a metallic plate A,whichis secured

to the upper rear portion of the carriage-pole

1 by means of screws ¢. This said plate is
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provided with recesses B and C to receive the

ends of an arched metallie strap D. The for-

ward end of this strap D has a projected

‘tongue d, which engages a groove b, extended
from the recess B of the plate A, and the

rearward end of said strap has a tongue d',
which engages beneath a spring-actuated slid-
ing plate E, adapted for normally locking the
strap D in connected position relative to the
plate A. To act as a further means for re-
taining the strap in place and add rigidity to
the struecture, integrally-forward lugs a’ and
a? are extended from the upper surface of the
plate A to engage the ends of the strap D.

Depending centrally from the strap D is a |

spindle F, which has a revoluble sleeve f
thereon for carrying the tree 2. The lower
end of thissleeve bears upon a flange f* of the
spindle F, and the bottom surface of this
flange is provided with a squared extension
which engages recess a® of the plate A, where-
by the spindle is maintained in rigid position.

| the eylindrical head g of a rod G, which rod

is held in place by means of a box or sheath
H,whichissecured to the plate A. This boxis
provided with a semicircular groove h, which
registers with a similar groove a* of the plate
A, whereby a receptacle is formed for retain-
ing the normally-expanded spiral spring I,
which bears against the head g of the rod &
to keep the plate E normally locked over the
tongue d' of thestrap D. Asa means for slid-
ing the plate in a rearward direction against
the action of the spring 1 a ecam J 1s provided.
This cam is fulerumed at 7 beneath the plate
E, and it extends through a slot ¢ of said
plate, whereby swinging motion of the cam
in the direction of the arrow 3 causes the plate
E to slide in a rearward direction to release
the tongue d' of thestrap D. The said cam J
is provided at its forward portion with an eye
4" for engaging a chain K, adapted for oper-
ating the cam.

In the operation and use of the invention
the several parts of the device are in normal
relative arrangement, as illustrated in the
drawings, and the chain K 1s carried rear-
wardly and loosely attached to the dashboard
or other desirable part of the vehicle. Then
when it is desired under emergency to release
the team it is simply necessary to puli sharply
upon the chain K, which operation slides the
plate E rearwardly, releasing the strap and
its connected tree and allowing the horses to

“carry said strap and tree away from the pole.

I do not confine myself to the specific de-
tails of design and mechanical construction
a8 herein shown and described, as it is ob-
vious that under the scope of my Invention
I am entitled to slight variations essential in
applying my invention to various styles of
vehicles. | |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. Asadevicefordetaching runaway horses,
the combination of the recessed base-plate
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attached to the pole of a vehicle, the remov-

able strap engaging the recesses of the said
plate, the spring-actuated, sliding plate lock-
ing the strap to the base-plate and the cam
and chain for sliding the plate against the
action of its spring, substantially as and for

ur-

The spring-actuated plate E is.connected to | the purpose set forth. o~
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2. Inadevice for detaching runaway. horses,

the combination with the pole, a stationary

metallic plate fastened thereon, near the end
thereof, lugs on said plate and recesses in

sald plate, of an arched metallic detachable

strap engaging recesses in, and lugs on said
plate, tongues on said strap, adapted to ef-
fect such engagement, a spindle depending

from the middle of said strap, a tree held by .
sald spindle between said plate and said
strap, a spring-actuated sliding plate, adapt-
ed and arranged both to hold, and to release

said strap, a rod working in one of the re-

cesses of the said stationary plate, and nor-

mally pressing said sliding plate upon the

tongue of said strap to hold the same, a spi-
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ral spring on .said rod to actuate it, a cam

pivoted insaid stationary plate, and arranged
and adapted to push back said sliding plate

to release said strap, and a chain attached to

said cam to afford facility for operating the

same all subgtantiglly,aa and for the purpose

set: forth. _ |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I have signed my name, in pres-

ence of two witnesses, this 21st day of July,

~ HOMER L. GRAY.

. Witnesses: - |
WILLIAM N. GRAY,
WILLIAM HOPKINS.

20




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

