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To all whom it may concern:

SEY, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Morgantown, in the county of Monongalia and
State of West Virginia, have invented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Tongue-Sup-
ports for Vehicles; and I do declare the fol-
lowingtobeafull, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable others

skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying dmwmﬂ*s and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon whleh form
a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in tongue-supports for
vehicles; and it relates more particularly to
that class of supports which are adapted es-
pecially for use upon heavy sleighs or other
vehicles which are designed for use in carry-

ing lumber, stone, and other heavy materials.

The invention has forits object,among oth-
ers, the provision of a simple, inexpensive,
and durable support of the character men-

tioned which can be readily applied and which |

will not be liable to break or get out of order
and which will serve to permit the yielding
of the vehicle-tongue in both a vertical and
also in its rearward movements within cer-
tain prescribed limits, thus preventing sud-
den jars caused by the vehicle striking ob-
structions from being imparted to the necks
or shoulders of the animals drawing the ve-
hicle, as will be readily understood.

To this end and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consistsin the
novel construction and in the peculiar combi-
nation, arrangement, and adaptation of parts,
all as more fully hereinatter described, shown
in the accompanying drawings, and then spe-
cifically defined in the appended claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the :
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part

of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the front
pormon of a sleigh, showing my invention ap-
plied thereto. Flﬂ" 2 18 a hke view showing
a slightly- modlﬁed form adapting it for use
upon the outer sides of the side timbers of
the frame of the vehicle. Fig. 3is a longitu-

form shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a like view
taken through the L&sting within which the
tongue is attached to the vehicle. FKig. 5 is
a central vertical section upon the line 5 5 of

Fig. 2.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A represents the front
CTOSS- tlmbel of a sled- fr ame. B B represent
the side timbers, and C a cross-timber of the
frame, which is loeatea a shmt distance to the
rear of the timber A.

D is a casting which rises from the timber

1 A, to which timber it is bolted or otherwise

securely attached. The said casting is pro-
vided with a central opening from front to
rear, through which opening E is passed the

tonﬂ'ue F. The height of the opening K is of
'sufﬁelenb distance 130 adwmit of considerable

vertical movement of the tongue within the
opening. At the point at which the tongue

passes through the opening in the casting D

it 18 provided with a longitudinal vertical
slot or opening G, through which is passed a
vertical bolt H, and sleeved upon this bolt,
above and below the tongue and having bear-

1ngs upon the top and bottom sides of the
same, are provided coiled springs I I.

J 18 a casting which is secured to the cross-
timber C. Thiscasting J is provided with an
opening J' for the reception of the rear end

of the tongue, and seated within an inner

chamber K of the casting is a coiled spring L,
against which the extreme rear end of the
tongue has a bearing.

Ib will be noted tha,t in the oonstructmn
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings the castings
are similar in all respects to those shown in
Fig. 1, with the exception of the changes that
are required to adapt them to be secured to

the side instead of the top of the sled-frame.

From the foregoing description the advan-
tages of the invention will be at once under-
stood. It will be seen that provision is had
for preventing sudden jars from being im-
parted to the draft-animals by reason of sud-
den jolts which In case the tongue were rig-
idly attached to the vehicle would be oceca-
sioned. ‘The spring-seat at the rear end of

the tongue overcomes the jar that would re-
sult flOIIl a sudden stoppage of the vehicle,

dinal vertical section taken through the socke’o . whﬂe the spring at the point at which the

| for receiving the end of the tongue in the
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tongue 18 attached to the vehicle overcomes | tonn‘ue SO attaehed to the frame as to permit

the jars that would be imparted by sudden up-
ward or downward movements of the torigue.

Having thas desceribed my invention, Wh&t

Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

hicle-frame, a casting carried by the fla,me
and ha,vmﬂ‘ an opening for the reception of
the Lonn'ue a bolt passed vertically through

the opening in the casting and extending

through a longitudinal slot or opening in the
tonﬂ‘ue, and eoﬂed springs sleeved upon the
bolt and having bearings upon the upper and
lower faces of the tongue, within the opening,

substanblally as shown and described and for -

the purpose specified.

2. In combination with a vehicle-frame and |

!

of 1ts rearward movement of yielding seat for
the rear end of the tongue, said seat being car-

rled by the frame, substantially as described.
3. In a tongue-supporting device of the

{ character described the combination with a
1. In a tongue- support for vehicles, a ve-

vehicle of a vertically-movable, spring-con-
trolled attachment of the tongue to the ve-
hicle, and a yielding seat at the rear end of
the tongue, substantially as a,nd for the pur-
pose specified. -

20

In testimony whereof I afﬁx my signature 3o

{ in presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN F HENNESSEY

Wltnesses -
ALBERT L. HENNESSEY
VAN A. BARRICKMAN.
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